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REGULATIONS, DATED 1ST DECEMBER 1967, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
COMMERCE UNDER SECTION 86 OF THE COAL MINES ACT 1911, AS APPLIED TO 
METALLIFEROUS MINES BY: SECTION 19 OF THE MINING INDUSTRY ACT 
1920. 

The Ministry of Commerce in exercise of the powers conferred on it by 
section 86 of the Coal Mines Act 1911(a), ·as applied to metalliferous mines by 
section 19 of the Mining Industry Act 1920(b), an.d· of all other powers enabling 
it in that behalf, hereby makes the following regulations:-

Citation 

PART I 

GENERAL 

1. These regulations may be cited as the Metalliferous Mines (Explosives) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1967. 

Interpretation . 
2.-(1) In these regulations the following expressions have the meanings 

hereby respectively assigned to them, th!lt is to say-
"detonating fuse" means fuse consisting of high explosive enclosed in a 

waterproof covering made of textile impregnated or coated with a plastic 
composition; 

"detonator" includes a fuse capped with a detonator; 
"explosive" does not include a detonator; 
"explosives store" has the meaning assigned thereto in paragraph (1) of 

regulation 6; . 
"inspector" means an. inspector. appointed by the Ministry of Commerce 

under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act 1872(c); . 
"manager" means the agent of a mine as defined by the Metalliferous 

Mines Regulation Act 1872, or where ,there is 110' sl,lcp. agent,. the 9wner; 
"mine" means every mine to which the Metalliferous Mines Regulation 

Act 1872 applies; 
"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Commerce; 
"owner" has the same meaning:as in the Coal Mines Act 1911; 
"safety fuse" m"eans fuse consisting of gunpowder or any other substance 

which bums ata regular rate, en~losed in a suitable covering and of 
such a quality that the nite of burnmg does not vary more than ten 
seconds above ot below the rate of ninety seconds for each three feet 
of fuse; . . 

"scheme of transit" has the meaning assigned thereto in paragraph (1) of 
regulation 12; 

"shot firer" has the meaning assigned thereto in paragraph (1) of 
regulation 5. 

(2) In these regulations any reference to the use of explosive includes 
charging of a shot hole therewith. 

(a) 1 & 2 Geo. 5. c. 50. 
(~) 10 & 11 Geo. 5. c. 50. 

(c) 35 & 36 Vict. c. 77. 



No. 318 Metalliferous' Mines "1083 

(3) The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(a) shall apply to these 
regulations and to documents issued .thereunder as if. the regulations were an 
enactment and such documents' were statutory documents within the meaning 
of that Act. 

Exemptions 
3. An inspector may by notice se;>rved on the manl:j.ger of a mine exempt the 

mine or any part thereof, oranyth41g or class of things thereat, from the 
application of any provi~ion of th.ese :regulatic)p.s jf he is s~tisfied that the 
safety of persons employed at the mine will not be prejudiced in consequenqe 
of the granting o~ t1w exemption. . 

Operation 
4. These regulations .shall have effect notwithstanding anything in the 

General Rules contained ill section 2~(2) of the :Metalliferous Mines Regulation 
Act 1872. . 

PART II 

ApPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATION OF SHOT FIRERS 
: . 

5.~(1) No person shall fire a shot in any mine other than a competent 
person appointed to fire shots in that mine l;>ythe manage:r thereof (any person 
so appointed being, in these regul~tions, referred to as a "shot firer"). 

(2) No personshall be qualified to be appointed or to be a shot firer unless 
he has attained the age of twenty-one years. 

PART III 
STORAGE, ISSUE AND CONVEYANCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND ])ETONATORS 

6.-{1) The'manager of a mine shall"not permit any explosive, detonator or 
fuse to be stored thereat except in a place on the surface appointed by him 
for the purpose (in these regulations refen:ed to as ·an "explosives store"). . ," . 

(2) The manager of every mine in which explosives are used shall appoint 
at least one place, which shall be situate~onvenient1y near the top of each 
shaft or' outlet normally used by worJ,anen, as a place for the deposit of 
explosives !).nd detonatorsbro),lght ou,t Of the mine, a:p.d may appo~nt a place 
(other than an expJosives. stpre) fOf the issue thereof. 

(3) The manager of every min~ in which explos~ves are used Shall appoint 
such number of competent perso:b.sand make such arrangements as to secure 
that a, competent 'person . is in charge of. e'achexpl6sives store and place 
appointed for the purposes of the last preceding'paragraph whenever explosives 
pr detonators are taken into the store or place (as the case maybe) or are to be 
issued thereat. . 

oc 

Control of issue of deton(ltorSc . . . 
7.-(1) All detonators at an explosiv~s store or at a place appointed in 

pursuance of paragraph (2) of regulation'6 shall be in the. sole charge of the 
manager of the mine exeept--;-, . 

(a) during a shift for which the manager has· appointed a cOmpetent person 
to have charge of that store or plaee; 

(b) during any other pe1;iod, ip. ~y case iJ?, which there is no' means of 
eittry to that sto~y Qr placeotherwis~ t.h~n lhrougha dQorwayor door, 

(a) 1954. c. 33. ~ ~, 
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ways having a door or doors which can be securely locked and the 
manager has made such arrangements as to secure that that door is or 
those doors are kept securely locked throughout that period. 

(2) No person shall be in possession of any detonator at any place at 
a mine other than an explosives store or a place appointed in pursuance of 
paragraph (2) of regulation 6 except a shot firer to whom the detonator has 
been issued for use or a person who has attained the age of eighteen years 
and is authorised in writing by the manager of the mine so to be and save as 
aforesaid no person shall issue or take any detonator fTom such a store or 
place. 

(3) Every person for the time being in charge of an explosives store or 
a place appointed in pursuance of paragraph (2) of regulation 6 shall, forthwith 
after issuing to or receiving !trom any person any detonators, record in a book 
provided for the purpose by the owner of the mine the name of that person 
and the quantity of detonators so issued to or received from him (as the 
case may be). 

Conveyance and care of detonators 
8.-(1) Except in pursuance of regulation 33, no person shall take any 

detonator below ~round in a mine except in a securely locked detonator case 
provided by the owner of the mine. 

(2) No person shall put a delay detonator into a detonator case unless 
a number indicating the period of delay is clearly marked on the detonator 
or on a lead thereof. 

(3) The manager of every mine in which detonators are used shall ensure 
that no detonator case is issued for use in the mine unless it is so constructed 
and maintained that when the case is closed it is impossible for any detonator 
or the leads of any detonator contained in the case to touch any metal part 
thereof which is exposed outside the case or is in contact with' any other metal 
part so exposed. 

9.-(1) Any shot firer to whom a detonator case has been issued 
shall-

(a) ensure that, apart from any checked sheet for recording shots fired by 
him, nothing except detonators is in it; 

(b) ensure that at any time at which it is not on his person it is in a safe 
place and, unless he remains in the immediate vicinity, in a securely 
locked box; 

(c) if at the end of his period of duty it contains any detonator, return it 
to the appropriate place on the surface appointed for the storage 01' 
deposit of explosives; and 

(d) retain the key of the case in his own possession throughout the period 
during which he is on duty. 

(2) No shot firer shall remove a detonator from a detonator case unless it is 
required immediately. for charging a shot hole. 

COflveyance and care of explosives 
10. No person shan take any explosive below ground in any mine, unless 

it is in the form of a cartridge or such otber form as may be permitted by the 
Ministry. 

11.-(1) Except in pursuance of regulation 12 or 33 no person shall take 
any explosive below ground in any mine unless it is in a closed canister stoutly 
constructed and containing not more than 25 pounds of explosive. 
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(2) No person shall put anything other than explosives into a canister 
provided for the purpose of taking explosives below ground in a mine. 

(3) Every person haying any canister of explosives in his possession or 
control l'hall ensure that it is not deposited at any time elsewhere than in 
a place of safety, and in particular if at the end of his period of duty the 
canister contains any explosive shall return it to the appropriate place on the 
surface appointed for the storage or deposit ·of explosives, or if he received it 
from a reserve station established for the purpose of a scheme of transit, to that 
reserve station or to a person and at a place appointed by the manager for the 
purpose of that scheme. 

(4) No person below_ground shall unlock or open any canister of explosives 
or take any explosive from any canister unless the shot firer concerned requires 
to check the quantity of the explosives or the explosive is required immediately 
for charging a shot hole or the act in question has been authorised by an ·official 
of the mine. 

Conwyance of explosives in bulk 
12.-(1) Subject to the following provisions of this regulation the manager 

of any mine may as respects that mine or any part thereof make a scheme for 
the conveyance of explosives in bulk (herein referred to as a "scheme of transit") 
whereby explosives packed at an explosives store in Secllrely locked canisters 
of any size may be conveyed in a special carriage to one or more reserve 
stations in that mine or part of the mine or to the working face. 

(2) Every scheme of. transit shall' contain provisions for securing safety 
with respect to each of the following matters-

(a) the location, construction and marking of each reserve station and the 
custody of the keys thereof; 

(b) the design and construction of the special carriage; 
(c) supervision of and precautions to be taken during the transit of the 

carriage; 
(d) supervision of any explosives at a reserve station; 
(e) if explosives are to be taken in bulk to any working face, the manner 

of so doing; 
(I) the maximum quantity of explosives to beat any reserve station at any 

time; 
(g) the control of the issue of explosives from any reserve station; 
(h) the return of explosives to a reserve station. 
(3) Every scheme of transit shall contain provisions to ensure that-
(a) the quantity of explosives conveyed into the mine in pursuance thereof 

at any time together with any quantity so conveyed already in the mine 
does not exceed the quantity estimated to be required for use during 
the period of twenty-four hour~, or the periods amounting to twenty­
four hours, next following, being a period or periods throughout which' 
the mine is being worked; 

(b) ex<;:ept in pursuance of a ptovisiop- of the scheme, no explosive shall 
while being conveyed in bulk be taken nearer to a working face (not 
being only a place in a road at which ripping or work of repair is in 
progress) than the reserve station nearest to that face. " 

(4) A scheme of transit may impose duties alld 'prohibitions on persons 
employed at the mine and those persons shall comply therewith. It shall be the 
duty of the manager of the mine to secure that the' provisions of any scheme of 
transit for that mine are executed and enforced. . 
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, (5) If an inspector is of opinion with respect to a scheme of transit that 
the provisions contained: therein in pursuance of paragraph (2) are n6t adequate 
to secure safety, he may serve on the manager of the mine a :p.otice stating 
that he is of that opinion, specifying the nature of the provision which in his 
opi:q.ion ought to be made and 1;equirip.g the manager to amend the scheme 
accordingly,;:t:p.d any such notice shall, if it is so specified therein, become 
operative forthwith. , 

(6) If any manager on whom a notice has been served under paragraph (5) 
objects to the requirements of such notice he may within fourteen days of the 
service of such notice upon him serve upon the inspector by whom such notice 
was served a statement i:p. writing of his objections thereto. The i:p.spector shan 
consider such objectionsan9. may withdraw or modify such notice. If the 
inspector shall refuse t6 withdraw or modify such .notice the manager may 
refer the matter to arbitration in the manner provided by regulation 39. On the 
hearing of s'uch arbitration the arbitrator may quash, modify or confirm sucj:J. 
notice and if any such notice is modified it shall take effect accordingly. 

(7) The person in charge of the explosives store at any reserve station shall 
ensure that'---- ". . 

(a) any explqsives reIllaining at the reserve station at the end of his period 
of. duty are~ 
(i) 9.eIlvered by him tp.~ person appointed to have charge of them during 

the immediately follow:fng shift; , 
(ii) returned to ~e explosives stQr~; 
(iii) securely locked in the reserve .stati<;ln; and 

(b) if any such explosives are locked in the reserve station as aforesaid, 
the key thereof is either deposited in the explosives store or is delivered 
by him to the person appointed to, have charge of the reserve station 
during the illlmediately following shift. , . 

(8) Th{( manager of eVery mine at which a scheme of transit is in operation 
shall ensure that a copy thereof is posted at the mine where it may be easily 
read and that a copy thereot is supplied to each shot firer employed at the 
mine. 

. PART IV 

EQUIPMENT, ApPARo\'IpS AND MATERIAL FOR FJRING SHOTS 

Equipment of a shot firer 
13.:"-"-(1) No shot :firer shall fire a: shot in any mine-,:-
(a) 'by meansof·electric. shot jiring apparatus; cable or fuse (as the case 

may be) not provid'ed 'for the purpose by the owner of the mine;, or 
(b) by means of electiic- shot' firing' apparatus operated otherwise than by 

means ofa removable handle or key~ . '.' , 

(2) No person shall take into or use at a mi~e any fuse; other than safety 
,fu$e, geto.nati:p.g fus~ Qr fuse.qf ,a tY,P~ .1J.pproved by 'the Ministry. 

14 .. A'shot firer who is ip.· ch~fge 6f any ~leCtric'shot firing. apparatus-
(a)' shan retai:t;l fuetemov~blS}· handle or k:ey in his. own, possession through-

ou,t thE) period v,.rhiJe he is on.}:luty; , ' 
. , (b) sh~nnot.plaGe the i;e.mov.ablY. handie. o;r key m. poslaon in the apparatus 

until: he is ,. about to fire, a, :;;hot; and, ' 
(c) shall remove it from the apparatus immediately.after firing each shot. 


