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Minimum age

2. A worker shall not operate or assist at a circular saw unless he has attained
the age of sixteen years.

Explanation of regulations

3. A worker shall not operate or assist at a circular saw unless the requirements
contained in Parts Il and III of the First Schedule and the provisions of paragraph 1
of this Schedule have first been explained to him.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Thzs Note is not part of thé Regulations, but is intended to
indicate their general purport.)

These regulations, made under Section 1 of the Agriculture (Safety, Health
and Welfare Provisions) Act (Northern Ireland) 1959, prescribe requirements
concerning circular saws which are used by workers employed in agriculture.
Obligations relating principally to the guarding and maintenance of circular
saws are given to employers. ‘Others, which mamly concern the use of safety
appliances and the reporting of defects, are given to workers. In addition the
regulations contain requirements relating to general conditions of operation
which apply to both workers and employers.

1966. No. 165 [C]
AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT
SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE
Safeguarding of Workplaces

REGULATIONS, DATED 8TH JULY 1966, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
UNDER SECTION 1 OF THE AGRICULTURE (SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE
Provisions) AcT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1959(a).

The Ministry of Agriculture in exercise of the powers conferred on it by
Section 1 of the Agriculture (Safety, Health and Welfare Provisions) Act
(Northern Ireland) 1959, and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf,
after consultation with such organisations as appear to it to represent the
interests concerned, hereby makes the following regulations: — :

Citation and commencemenz
1. These regulations, which may be cited as the Agriculture (Safeguardmg
of Workplaces) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1966, shall come into operation
as follows:—
(a) This regulation and regulations 2 and 5 shall come into operation
on the Tst day of August 1966.
(b) Regulations 3 and 4 shall come into operation on the 1st day of August
1967.

(a) 1959. c. 24.
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Interpretation
2.-—(1) In these regulations—
“the Act” means the Agriculture (Safety, Health and Welfare Provisions)
Act (Northern Ireland) 1959.

(2) Expressions used in Parts II and III of the Schedule of which there are
definitions in Part I thereof have the meanings thereby respectively assigned
to them.

Obligations applicable to employers and occupiers
3.—(1) Subject to the provisions of these regulations—-
(@) the employer of a worker employed in agriculture to work on an
agricultural unit of which the employer is the occupier, and A
(b) the occupier of an agricultural unit on which a worker employed in
agriculture is employed to work by an employer other than the occupier
of that unit,
shall not cause or permit a worker so employed, in the course of his employ-
ment, to work at or to use any place on that upit unless the requirements
applicable to such a place contained in Part II of the Schedule are complied
with.
(2) This regulation shall not apply in respect of a worker while working,
on the construction, alteration or maintenance of a building.

Obligations applicable to workers

4.—(1) Subject to the provisions of these regulations a worker employed
in agriculture to work on an agricultural unit shall comply with the requirements
contained in Part III of the Schedule. .

(2) This regulation shall not apply in respect of a worker while working
on the construction, alteration or maintenance of a building.

Certificates of exemption :

5. Notwithstanding anything in these regulauons the Ministry may grant
certificates exempting (for such periods as may be specified therein and
subject to such conditions, if any, as may be so specified) particular cases or
particular persons from the operation of the provisions of these regulations,
and where any such conditions are imposed, the employer of a worker employed
in agriculture, and a worker so employed, to whom any such certificate applies
shall comply with those conditions.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agnculture for Northern
Ireland this 8th day of July 1966.

(L.s.) ’ ) A. McKelvie,
Assistant Secretary.
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SCHEDULE

ParT I
Regulation 2(2)
‘Interpretation

In this Schedule—

“cover” includes a grid which affords a worker no less protectlon against
falling than would be afforded by a cover other than a grid;

“floor” means any structural surface within a building, or forming part of
a buﬂdmg, on which a worker has to work, or over or across which he has
to pass in connection with his work, but does not include any part of a stairway;

“stairway”’ means a permanent staircase or a permanently fixed ladder being
a staircase or ladder which is either within a building or gives access to a building
or to part of a buildng; and

“step” means, in relation to any stairway, any tread or rung thereof.

Part 11
Regulation 3

REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO EMPLOYERS (OR, IN CERTAIN CASES,
TO0 OCCUPIERS)
General
1. BEvery stairway and every floor shall be as safe as is reasonably practicable
for the purposes for which it is used.

Construction and maintenance of stairways

2.—(1) No step of a stairway shall depend for its support on being secured
solely by nails, screws or other similar fixing:

Provided that nothing in this sub-paragraph shall prevent the steps of a stairway
from being supported by brackets or bearers which are secured in such a manner.

(2) No stairway shall have any step missing or any defect likely to weaken the
stairway which reasonable examination would disclose.

Handrails for certain stairways ‘
3.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph every stairway shall be fitted
with a handrail or handrails.

(2) If a stairway has an open side the handrail shall ‘be on that side; if the
stairway has two open sides there shall be a handrail on each side; if there is no
open side the handrail may be on either side.

(3) Every handrail fitted in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this

~ paragraph-—

(a) shall be of wood, metal or other suitable material, and shall be smooth
and rigid;

(b) shall be of adequate strength and shall be securely fixed in position; and

(c) shall extend the whole length of the stairway:

Provided that if it is impossible for a handrail to extend the whole length
of the stairway without obstructing access thereto the handrail need not extend
so as to obstruct access to the stairway.

(4) This paragraph shall not apply to a stairway—

(a) which extends less than 3 feet measured vertically from the ground, or floor
level, on which the bottom of the stairway rests; or

(b) to. which paragraph 4 of this Schedule applies.

Special provision for steep stairways

4.~(1) This paragraph applies to a stalrway which i 1s at an angle of 30 degrees
or less from the vertical,



