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SCHEDULES 
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The Ministry of Health and Local Government, in exercise of the powers 
conferred on,it by sections 11, 13, 74, 76, 80a,nd 81 of the Health Services 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1948(a), and-of all other powers enabling it in that 
behalf, and in conjunction with the Ministry of Finance, hereby makes the 
foHowing regulations: 

Short title . 

PART I 

GENERAL 

1. These regulations may be cited as the Health Services (General Dental 
Services) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1964. . 

Interpretation 
.2. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, the 

following expressions have .the respeotive Illeanings her~by assigned to 
them;- . 

"the Act" means the Health Services Act (Northern Irelan,d) 1948; 
"chemist" means a person, firm or body corporate whose name is on the 

pharmaceutical list of the Board; 
"Committee" means the Northern Ireland Dental Estimates Committee; 
"current authorised fee" iri relation to any service means the fee set out in . 

Schedule 6 as the fee payable to the dental practitioner in respect 
of those services but does not include-:-
(a) any fee in respect of a visit to a patient by a dental practitioner, 

or 
(b) any additional charge payable by the patient in pursuance of 

regulation 15 being a charge for treatment not clinicaIlynecessary; 
"dental estimate form" means the form set out in Part II of Sohedule 4; 
"dental fitness" means such a reasonable standard of dent~l efficiency and 

.. oral health as is necessary to safeguard general health and "dentally 
fit" has a corresponding meaning; . 

. "dental officer" means a dental officer employed by the Board; 
"dental treatment" means all proper and necessary treatment which a dentist 

usually undertakes for a patient, including examination and report, the 
provision of artificial dentures and their repair and remaking, and the 
administration of anaesthetics in connection with any such treatment, 
and includes the giving of orders on the appropriate form for the drugs 
and medicines mentioned in Schedule 3, or the supply of suohdrugs 
and rp.edicines in accordailce with these regulations; 

(a) 1948.c. 3 .. 
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"dentist" means a "d~ntal practitioner"; 
, "dntgs" means such drugs and medicines as are specified in Schedule 3; 
'''emergency treatment" means any treatment immediately required for the 

relief of pain, or other urgent symptoms; , 
.. : '\full-tinie'school,education" means full-time instruction in a school within 

the meaning of the Education Act (Northern Ireland) 1947(a), or in 
corresponding establishments elsewhere; 

: "health celltre"me!+ns pr~mises, provided under section 17 of the Act; 
, , "health service number" means a number allotted to a person by the Board 
, for' use in coiulection with' 'the pwvision o,f healtl;1 serviqes under the 
",Act; , ' 
"mediCal card" has the same meariini as that assigned to it in regulation 2(1) 

of the ,H.~alth Services (General Medical and PharmaCeutical Services) 
, Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1956(b); 

"modified estimate fOffil" means the form set out in Part Vof Schedule 4; 
. '"patient''' means a' person who is accepted by a dentist for the provision 
: of gen¢ral dental services and includes a person who is receiving general 
" ,_ dental services;, ' 

,"supply'; iti relation to an 'applianCe includes replacement. 

,PART II 
GENERAL ARRANGEMENT~ FOR DENTISTS 

Terms at service tor dentists 
, 3. ,The ,arrangelllents' whIch the :Board are required by section.11 of the 

Actio make wIth dentists for the provision of general dental services, otherwise 
than at a health c~ntre, shall incorporate the terms of service contained in 
Schedule l. 

Denta(Ust, 
, 4.~1) The' Board 'shall prepare a list, to be called "the dental lise'. of 

the dentists ,who, having made the ,appropriate application, maybe included 
ilJ. the list. " ' , " , 

'" "(2) Any dentist resident in Northern Ireland" not disqualified under the 
proyisions ~f secti<m J6 of the Act, who applies to be included in the dental 
list, shall,be so included. , 

(3) Application by, a dentist for inclusion in the dental list shall be made 
by delivering or sending the appli~ation by post to the Board in the form 
set:out in Part I of Schedule 4. " ' 

(4) The dent!,lllist shall contain, in addition to the names of dentists:­
,(a) the, address ,of any surgery at which the dentist provides general dental 

servic~s; , , , 
,(b) ,p!l-rticulars q'f the days and hours at which he js or will be normally' 
, ,in attendance; , ' 
(c) where two or more dentists whose names are included in the list 

practise in ,partnership, particulars of the partnership; and 
,,(d) 'wh~re the dentist is acting as an assistant, the nam.e and address of 
, the, pti,ncipal; 

a~d :tl\aY, if the Board think fit, be so arranged as to show the area in which 
each dentist will provide treatroent. ' 
': (5) COpies of the dental li~t shall be available for inspection at the office 
of -the' Board and at ,such other .places as appear to the Board to be convenient 
for Informing all persons interested and shall be, kept revised and up-to~date. ' 

. _ ..... _ ...• _.. ',.. ·_r~ . •. _ •.•...• _. ~ .• , •. ' __ .• _. ".' _ ,~. • _. ' 

(a) 1947. c. 3. (b) S.R, & O. (N.!.) 1956, No •. 1$0,: 
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(6) Th~ Board shall send a copy of the dental list to the Ministry. each 
local dental committee, each health authority, the Northern Ireland Hospitals 
Authority, and any person under contract with the Board to provide 
pharmaceutical services. The Bqard shall inform the Ministry and each local, 
dental committee within one month of any alterations' whieh may fro~ time 
to time be made in the list, and shall inform the remaining authorities and 
persons at intervals of not more than 3 months of such alterations. 

5.-(1) Where the Board are satisfied that a patient by r~ason of distance 
or inadequacy of means of communication wotlld otherwise .have ~erious 
difficulty in obtaining any drugs required for his treatment under thes~. 
regulations, the Board may require the dentist who is responsibl~ for· the.' 
treatment of the patient to supply such drugs to that patient: 

Provided that notwithstanding such r:equirementthe dentist mllY, if. so 
requested. by any patient, instead of supplying such drug or medicine give 
a prescription for the same to be suppli~d,by a chemist. 

{2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this regulation-
(a) a dentist shall not be required te undertake the supply of drugs under 

this regulation if h~ satisfies the Board that he is not in the habit of 
supplying. drugs or that the -patient can with at· least equal facility 
obtain a supply of drugs from a chemist; and ' 

(b) a dentist shall be entitled to receive reasonable netice from the Board 
that he is required to undertake the supply of drugs or that such supply 

. is to be discontinued. 

Publication of particulars of arrangements 
6. The Board shall caus~ to, be published, in sllch manner as appears to· 

them best calculated to inform all persons interested, particulars of the arrange­
ments made by the Board, including a statement of the places where cQpi~s 
of the terms of service for qentists and copies of the dental list may be seen, 
the places at which any necessary forms of application are available, and any 
other particulars which the Board think proper. . ' . 

PART III 

METHOD OF OBTAINING· GENERAL DENTAL S~RVICES 

Selection of dentist 
7. Any person ordinarily resident in Northern Ireland or Great Britain, 

or being a person to' whom the provisions ·of the Health Services (Availability 
of Se:(vices) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1950(a)· apply, requiring 
general dental .services lllay apply to a dentist whose name appears on the 
dental list. The person shall produce to the den,tist his medical card bearing 
pis health service number and shall complete So far as is applicILble Part I 
of the dental estimate form together with such declaration as may be required 
by ~e Board relating to eligibility for (a). general dental servi~es or (b) gei).eral 
dental sen!ices without charge.' . .. " ' 

Exercise of chOIce of dentist in certain cases 
8. The right to choose the person. by whom general dental s¥rvices are to 

be provided shall be: exercised-· ,,' 

(a) S.R. & 0., (N,I.) 1950, No. 66 as amended by S;R. &' O. (N.J.) 1951, No. 4 and ' 
S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1957, No. 24. " . " 
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(a) on behalf of any persQn under the age Qf 16 by the father, Qr in 
his absence, the mother, Qr in the absence Qf both parents, the guardian 
or other person who has the care of the child; and 

(b) on behalf Qf any Qther persQn whO' Qn account Qf old age, sickness or 
other infirmity, is incapable of choQsing a person to prQvide any Qf 
the services, by the relative Qr other person whO' has the care Qf such 
persQn. 

Examination by dental officer 
9. It shall be a cQndition of obtaining general dental services that a patient 

shall, if required by the Board Qr by the Committee, submit himself fQr 
examination by a dental Qfficer or by a dentist aPPQinted under regulatiQn 12: 

Provided that failure Qf Ii patient to submit himself fQr examinatiQn when 
, so required shall nQt Qf itself delay a payment being made by the Board to' 

the dentist fQr any treatment prQvided to that patient. 

PART IV 
NORTHERN IRELAND DENTAL ESTIMATES COMMITTEE 

Application of First Schedule to the Act 
10. The provisions set Qut in Schedule 5 shall apply in rel",tion to' the 

C01Iln:).1ttee whioh shall be cQnstituted by the Board under the terms of 
sectiQn 11 of the Act fQr the purpQse Qf carrying out the duties assigned to 
them by these regulations. 

Delegation of duties to dental officer 
11. The Committee may delegate to a dental Qfficer such of their duties 

with respect to' the approval Qf estimates fQr dental treatment and appliances 
under these regulations as they think fit. 

Appeals from Dental Estimates Committee 
12.-(1) Any perSQn aggrieved by a decision Qf the Committee shall be 

entitled to appeal, by sending to' the Ministry a nQtice Qf appeal within Qne 
month from the date Qn which the decision Qf the Committee was received 
by that persQn. 

(2) The notice Qf appeal shall cQntain a cQncise statement Qf the facts and 
contentions upon which the appellant intends to rely. 

(3) The Ministry shall appoint two dentists, Qf WhQm Qne shall be apPQinted 
after cQnsultation with such Qrganisation as may be recQgnised by the Minister 
as representing the dental prQfessiQn, whO' shall hear the representatiQns Qf 
the appellant and the CQmmittee and determine the appeal: 

Provided that the dentists so appointed may, after giving an QPportunity 
to' the appellant to' amplify his statement if he SO' desires, dispense with an 
oral hearing if satisfied that the appeal can properly be determined withQut 
an Qral hearing. 

(4) For the purpQses of any Qral hearing, the Ministry shall apPQint Qne 
Qf the dentists to be chairman whO', in the event of a failure to' reach agreement, 
shall have a casting vote. 

Fees 
13.-.,.-(1) The Board may pay the chairman Qf the CQmmittee the sum of 

500 guineas per annum in respect Qf attendance at meetings of the CQmmittee 
and fQr carrying out such other duties as may be assigned to him by the 
BQ~rdr 


