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I, John de Vere, Baron Wakehurst, Knight of the Most Noble Order of the 
Garter, Knight Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George, Governor of Northern Ireland, by and with the advice and 
consent of Her Majesty's Privy Council in Northern Ireland, in pursuance 
of the Winter Assizes Act 1876(a) and of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
Act (Ireland) 1877(b) and of the Government of Ireland Act 1920(c) and 
the Orders made by Her Majesty in Council under the last mentioned Act, 
and of all other powers in that behalf, do hereby order as follows:-

Definition of the Winter Assize County 
1. The county of Antrim, the county of Armagh, the county of Down, 

the county of Fermartagh, the county of Londonderry, the county of the City 
of Londonderry, and the county of Tyrone, for the purposes of the next Winter 
Assizes and of this Order, shall be united together and form one county under 
the name of the Northern Ireland Winte-r Assize County. 

Place for Holding the Assizes 
2. The next Winter Assizes for the said Winter Assize County shall be held 

in the Courthouse of the county of Antrim at Be;lfast. 

Jurisdiction 
3. The Court at the Winter Assizes at Belfast shall have jurisdiction to 

try, any prisoner committed for trial at Assizes or a County Court, and also 
any person bound by recognizance to surrender and take his or her trial at 
Assizes or a County Court in the said Winter Assize County, who may be 
brought before it, and any indictment which has been heretofore found or 
presented in any of the aforesaid counties, the trial of which stands post­
poned, and any person against whom depositions have. been taken although 
not committed for trial, against whom a bilI of indictment Shall be preferred 
by the authority of Her Majesty's Attorney-General for Northern Ireland 
for any indictable offence committed within the said Winter Assize County, 
and shall have the same powers with respect to the trial of and passing 
sentence upon such prisoner or person, .and the trial of suoh indictment, as a 

. Court of Oyer and Tenniner and General Gaof Delivery would have had at 
the Assizes in the county where, but for the said Acts and Orders and this 
Order, such prisoner or person or such indi<:tment would have been tried 
and for the purpose of giving effect to any sentence, whether it be a sentence 
of capital punishment, or of imprisonment, shall have power to commit such 
prisoner or person to prison there to .be dealt with according to law; and 
any indictment found by the Grand Jury at the said Winter Assizes, the trial 
of which shall stand postponed, shall be a good and valid indictment to be 

(a) 39 & 4D Vict. c. 57. 
(b) 40 & 41 Vict. c. 57. 

(c) 10 & 11 Geo. S.c. 67. 
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tried at any future CO'urt Df Oyer and Terminer and General Gael Delivery 
er C0'unty Ceurt fer the ceunty where the effence is charged to' have been 
cemmittoo, er is deemed to' have been cemmitted. 

The Under Sherif] 
4. Subject to' the previsiQns ef this Order, the Under Sheriff Qf the CQunty 

of DO'wn, hereinafter called the said Under Sheriff, shall alQne act fQr the 
purpese Qf the said Winter Assizes fQr the said Winter Assize CQunty, and 
shall have jurisdictiQn for that purPQse Qver the whQle district cQnstituting 
the said Winter Assize CQunty; and precepts and Qther decuments relating 
to' the said Winter Assizes shall be. addressed to' him alene. 

Duties 01 the Under Sherif] 
5. In all matters net herein specifically mentiDned, the precepts to' the said 

Under Sheriff shall direct him to' issue, and he shall issue the like orders, 
netices, precepts, warrants, and decuments, and perfenn the same acts 
(mutatis mutandis), as if he were Under Sheriff fer the whele ef the said 
Winter Assize CO'unty, and all Under Sheriffs, Ge,verners of Prisens, Bailiffs, 
Censtables and Officers in the said Winter Assize County shall obey 
accerdingly. 

Jurisdiction ot the Under Sherif] 
6. The said Under Sheriff shall, as to' all matters in relatien to' such Winter 

Assizes fDr which nO' specific provision is made by this Order, have the same 
pDwer, jurisdiction, and respensibility as if he were Under Sheriff fer the 
whele -Df the said Winter Assize Ceunty, except that this provisien shall not 
autherise the said Under Sheriff to' carry sentences intO' executien outside 
the Ceunty O'f DQwn, er to' levy Dutside the said ceunty, fines impQsed Dr 

. recQgnizances estreated at the said Winter Assizes; and the several Under 
Sheriffs Qf the cQunties cQnstituting such Winter Assize CQunty shall each 
in respect Qf his Qwn county, carry intO' executien all sentences impesed upen 
prisoners, levy all fines inflicted and execute all erders made against the 
persons sentenced at the Winter Assizes in respect ef effences cemmitted or 
deemed to' have been cemmitted within their ceunties respectively. 

Juries 
7. The precepts Df the Judge or Judges to' the said Under Sheriff shall direct 

him t0' summen, return, and empanel the Grand Jurers and Petty Jurers frem 
the CDunty O'f Down, and the Jurors So' summened, returned and empanelled, 
shall be deemed to' be geed and lawful persDns ef the bedy ef each and all 
O'f the several counties censtituting the said Winter Assize; Ceunty; and the 
Grand and Petty Juries fermed eut ef thQse Jurors shall be deemed to be a 
Grand and Petty Juries respectively O'f the bedy ef each and alIef the said 
cDunties respectively, and shall have jurisdictien accerdingly. 

Prisoners 
8. The precepts ef the Judges to' the said Under Sheriff shall direct him 

to' erder all Gevernors of Prisons to' cause all prisDners wh0', under the 
provisions ef this Order, may be tried at Belfast, to' be breught there, and the 
said Under Sheriff shall and may cause such prisoners to' be breught accDrdingly 
without any writ of Habeas Corpus. 

Duties ot O/ficers, etc. 
9. All Justices Df the Peace, MaYDrs, CerDners, Clerks Df the CrQwn and 

Peace, Clerks O'f Petty Sessiens, Bailiffs, GQverners ef Pri,sons, CO'nstables, 
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Officers, and persons having authority and being under an obligation to attend 
the Assizes for any county comprised in the said Winter. Assize County, or 
to certify, transmit, or deliver to the Court of Assize, or the proper officer 
thereof, any indictment, inquisition, recognizance, examination, deposition, 
calendar, exhibit, or document, shall have the same authority and be under th~ 
same obligation to attend at the Winter Assizes held for the said Winter Assize 
County, and to certify, transmit, and deliver to the Court of Assize, or the 
proper officer thereof (except as hereinafter in the next article is excepted), 
such indictment, inquisition, recognizance, examination, deposition, calendar, 
exhibit, Oif document. This provision shall not apply to the Under Sheriffs of 
any of the counties constituting the said Winter Assize County other than the 
said Under Sheriff. 

Informations, etc., in Cases of Trial 
10. All informations, depositions, calendars, inquisitions, or recognizances, 

returnable to the Clerk of the Crown and Peace at an earlier period than 
three clear days before the day fixed for the commencement of the WinteI' 
Assizes, shall be returned as heretofore to the Clerk of the Crown and Peace 
to whom they would have been returned but for this Order, but all sllch 
documents returnable at a later period and before the day appointed for the 
opening of the said Winter Assizes shall be returned to the Clerk of the Crown 
and Peace for the County of Down, and all such documents as shall have 
been returned to the Clerk of the Crown and Peace od' any county forming 
a part of the said Winter Assize County, other than the Clerk of the Crown 
and Peace for the County of Down, shall be transmitted by such first­
mentioned Clerk of the Crown and Peace at least two clear days befOife the 
first day of the Winter Assizes to the Clerk of the Crown and Peace for the 
County of Down. The Clerk of the Crown and Peace for the County of 
Down shall not be entitled to fees for copies of documents already supplied 
and charged for by the Clerk of the Crown and Peace for any of the counties 
united for the purposes of Winter Assizes by this Order. 

Entries in Crown Books 
·11. In the event of any case being for trial, which had previously been 

before any Court of Assize or a County Court (except the Assizes or County 
Court for the County of Down), the Clerk of the Crown and Peace in whose 
custody the Crown Book containing the entry or entries of any former pro­
ceedings in the case may be, shall. transmit to the Clerk of the Crown and 
Peace for the County of Down, at least two clear days before the first day 
of the Winter Assizes, a copy of such entry or entries certified by him to be 
a true copy, and such certified oopy shall be received for all purposes as a 
record of such proceedings in the same manner as if the original Crown Book 
had been produced by such Clerk of the Crown and Peace. 

Venue . 
12. In all indictments and p'"esentments at the said Winter Assizes the 

venue laid in the margin thereoi. shall be the county where the offence is 
charged to have been committed or is triable, and such statement of the venue 
shall be sufficient without the addition of the words "Northern Ireland Winter 
Assize County." 

Recognizances 
13. In all cases in which any person, before the date of this Order, has 

entered into or shall hereafter and before the said. Winter Assizes enter into 


