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'1963. No. 29 [C] 

MINISTRIES OF NORrHERN IRELAND 

Transfer of Functions and Adaptation of ·Enactments 

. ORDER IN COUNCIL * ,. DATED 28TH FEBRUARY, 1963,. MADE UNDER SECTION FOUR 
OF THE MiNISJ:RIES ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1944, WITH RESPECT TO 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, THE MINISTRY OF HOME Al;1FAIRS. AND THE 
MINIS'f.RY OF AGR,IGULT.URE. 

By THE GOVERNOR IN THE PRIVY COUNCIL OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

WAKEHURST 

Whereas by seotion four of the Ministries Act (Northern Ireland) 1944(a), 
(in this Order referred to as "the Act"), it is provided that the Governor of 
Northern Ireland may, from time to time, by Order ,in Council assign to any 
department, or transfer to any. department from any other department, such 
functions as appear to the said Governor to be appropriate for such assignment 
or transfer; that each department shall have and may exercise such functions 
as may be specified by such an Order in Council and that such .an Order in 
Council may make such incidental, consequential and supplemental provisions 
as may be necessary .or. expedi~nt for the purpose of giving full effect to the 
Act; inclllding provisions for such matters as are mentioned in sub-section (2) 
of section four of the Act: . 

And Whereas by sub-section (5) of the. said section four it is provided 
that the said Governor shall not be recommended to'make an Order in Council 
under the said section four (other than an OJ;"der in Council made for the 
purposes of section one or secuontwo of the Act) until a. draft thereof has lain 
before each House of Parliament for the statutory period, and that if either 
House of Parliament within that period resolves that no further proceedings 
be taken in relation thereto, no further proceedings shall be so taken, but 
without 'prejudice to the preparation of a fresh draft: 

And Whereas it is expedient that provision, as hereafter appeaiing in 
this Order, should be made in relation to certain purposes other than purposes 
of section one or section two of the Act, and, accordingly, this Order was laid 
in draft before each Hoqseof Parliament far the statlltory period, and n~ther 
House of Parliament during that period passed any resolution .in relation 
thereto: 

Now, Therefore, I, ,Tohn'tIe Vere, Baron Wakehurst, Knight of the Most 
Noble Order of tbe Ga:rt~r, Knight Comlliander of the Most Distinguished 
Order of Saint Michael and Sftint George, Governor of Northern Ireland, by 
and with the advice of the Privy Council of Northern Ireland, in exercise of 
the powers conferred upon me by section four of the Act, do hereby order 
as follows: - ~ . . 

(a) 1944. c. 14. 

* A dnift of this. Order in Council w~s laid before . eac~ House of Parliament on 
26th November, 1962, and lay for the statutory period~ 
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General 
1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the Ministries (Transfer of Functions) 

Order (Northern Ireland) 1963. 
(2) In this Order the following expressions have the meanings hereby 

assigned to them, that is to say:-
"day of transfer" means the first day of April, 1963; 
"Ministry" includes a Minister; 
"transferor" and "transferee" respectively mean, in relation to any functions 

transferred, the Ministry from and the Ministry to which the functions 
are transferred .. 

(3) This Order shall have effect subject to the provisions of any Order in 
Council which may hereafter be made under section four of the Act. 

Transfer of certain Functions of Ministry of Commerce 
2.-(1) The functions exercisable immediately before the day of transfer 

by the Ministry of Commerce under or fo.r the purposes of the enactments 
set out in Part I of the Schedule shall be, and are hereby, transferred as from 
that day to the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

(2) The functions exercisable. immediately before the day of transfer by 
the Ministry of Co.mmerce under or for the purposes of the enactments set 
out in Part II of the Schedule shall be, and are hereby, transferred as from 
that day to the Ministry of Agriculture. 

(3) In consequence of the transfer of functions under enactments relating 
to fisheries to the Ministry o.f Agriculture under paragraph (2), that Ministry 
shall not, after the day of transfer, be requited, in the exerc.ise of functions 
under sectio.n twelve of the Urban Drainage Act (Northern Ireland), 1957, 
to consult with the Ministry of Commerce. 

(4) The Notification entitled "Assignment of Functions to Departments" 
issued by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland on the seventh day of June, 1921, 
and altered by subsequent enactments, shall, so. far as it relates to the Ministry 
o.f Commerce, the Ministry o.f Home Affairs or the Ministry of Agriculture. 
have effect subject to the provisions of this Order. 

Transfer oj Functions, Property, Rights and Liabilities 
3.-(1) The follo.wIng provisions of this Article shall !lPply in relation to 

the functions transferred by this Order. 
(2) In the construction and for the purposes of any enactment (including 

the enactments set out in the Schedule), judgment, decree, order, award, deed, 
contract, regulatio.n, byelaw, certificate or other document passed or made· 
before the day of transfer, any reference to., or which is to. be construed as 
a reference to, the transferor, shall, so far only as may be necessary for the 
purpose o.r in consequence of the transfer, be construed as a reference to the 
transferee· ~ 

(3) The transfet sh!i1l not affect any order, regulation, rule, apPo.intment~ 
direction, instruction, approval, requirement or authorisation made or given 
or other thjng done by the transferor before the day of transfer, but· any such 
matter shrill, if in force immediately before that day, continue in force to 
the like extent and subject to the like provisions as if it had been duly made, 
given o.r done by the transferee. 

(4) Anything co.mmenced before the day o.f transfer, by or un~er the 
authority of the transferor, may, so far as it relates to any functions transferred, 
be carried on or completed by or under the authority of the transferee. 


