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1959. No. 60 

As this Order has been classified as local it is not printed at length in tb,is 
volume, A summary is given in the List of Statutory Rules of a Local Character 
under the heading ROADS, 

1959. No. 61 

AGRICULTURE 

Accredited Poultry Farms Scheme 

[C] 

SCHEME, DATED 26TH MARCH, 1959, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUI,TURE 
UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE AGRICULTURE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1949(a), 
AND UNDER SECTION 2 OF THE DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT (NORTH~RN 
IRELAND), 1958(b), 

The Ministry of Agriculture by virtue ,and in exercise of the powers conferr~d' 
on it by sub-section (1) of section nine of the Agriculture Act (Northern 
Ireland), 1949, and by sub-sections (1) and (3) of section two of the Diseases 
of Animals Act (Northern Ireland), 1958, and of every other power enabling 
it in that behalf and with the approval of the Ministry of Finance, hereby makes 
the following Scheme:-

Citation and Commencement 
1. This Scheme may be cited as the Accredited Poultry Farms (Northern 

Ireland) Scheme, 1959, and shall come into operation on the thirty-first day of 
March, 1959. 

Definitions . 
2. In this Scheme, unless the context otherwise requires,~ 
"Ministry" means the Ministry of Agriculture; 
"poultry" means domestic fowl; 
"accredited" means approved by the Ministry in accordance with this 

Scheme, and "accreditation" shall be construed accordingly; 
"authorised" means a:uthorised by the Ministry; 
"heavy breeds" and "light breeds" have the meaning!? cOl11IllOn1y accepted 

by poultry keepers. ,Examples of heavy breeds are Rhode Island Red; 
White Wyandotte, Light Sussex, Buff Rock. and Barred Rock, and of, 
light breeds are White Leghorn, Black Leghorn, Brown Leghorn and 
Ancona; 

"poultry advisory officer" means poultry'advisory officer of the Ministry. 

Register of Accredited Farms, 
3. With the object of ~iding, improving, and developing the breeding of 

poultry and with a view to promoting the breeding and distribution of stocks 
thereof free from disease a register of farms in Northern Ireland called 
"Accredited Farms" on which the stock has 'been.found to be satisfactory shall 
be prepared and kept by the Ministry but the Ministry cannot accept responsi­
bility for eggs or birds supplied by the owners of such farms. 

(n) 1949, c;:. Z, (b) ~958. c;:, l~" 
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Application for Registration 
4. Appllcation for registration shall be made to the Ministry in the form 

stated in the First Schedule, on or before the 1st May, 1959, or such later date 
as the Ministry may allow, anJ sh~ll be acc;ompanied by a fee of £1. If the 
farm shall not be provisionally approved for accreditation in accordance with 
Article 5 the fee shall be returned but if otherwise it, shall be retained . 

.prOvision(l.1 Approval 
"5. Provisi(j~i):lapproval may be granteg to each, applicant whose farm, 

s'tock and equipment are, in the, opinion of the Ministry, suitable for accredita­
tion subject to bloqd test of stock and comply with the conciitions for provisional 

,~pproval as set out in the Second Schedule. 
The Ministry may, however, refuse to grant provisional approval to any 

applicant whose farm was registered in a previous' year and was removed from 
the Register by reason of the failure on the part of the owner to observe any 
of the conditions of the Scheme. ' 

Blood Testing 
6. All the birds on the farm of an applicant to whom provisional approval 

is accorded sh,all be blood tested as laid down in the Third Schedule. 
The testing shall be car:ried out free of charge by an authorised officer and 

adequate assistance shall be provided by theappIicant when the blood samples 
are being .taken. ' 

No blood testing other than that carried (jut 'by the Ministry shall be 
recogriised for the purpoSes .of this Scheme. 

Accreditation 
'7. A provisionally approved farm shall be accredited in one of the grades 

A, B or C, defined in the Fourth Schedule, provided that : ~ 
(fl) the entire stock has been blood tested during the summer and autumn 

of 1959 and is free from reactors to the blood test in accordance with the 
conditions specified in the Third Schedule; 

,Cb) the stock appears to an authorised officer to he otherwise healthy; 
(c) the breeding stock has be.en se~ected by an: authorised officer who has 

also marked with sealed and numbered leg bands supplied by the 
Ministry, the birds selected for pure-bred matings; 

(d) the fatm, stock and equipment 'continue to COmply with the conditions 
, of the Scheme. : ' , ' 

, Accreditation will, unless withdrawn, rema11l in force until 30th November, 
196Q- " ' ' , , 

Conditions to 'be observed by owners Of Accredited Poultry Farms 
8.~(1)(a) All eggs sold for hatching shall be stamped with a stamp supplied 

by the Ministry and the advertising, sale or distribution of hatching eggs 
or chicks shall not begin until the stamp is received. All advertisements 
shall include a reference to the number on the stamp. 

(b) The stamp shall b,e returned to the Ministry not later than 
14th June, 1960. , , " , 

(c) The owner of al]. accredited fann siWll not after 31st May, 1960, sell 
. any' hatcll~ng .e~~s, ()~ da'y-~ld chic~~,_ u~l~ss tIle Ministry grant~ ~pecial 

wrItten"perrtusslon for the adven:lSltigaIJ.d saIe Qf daY~Qld chicks ,for 
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rearing for table purposes on the conditions prescribed in the Eighth 
Schedule. Such permission will Qe withdrawn if any bird on the farm 
is found on blood test to be a reactor. 

(2) Eggs shall not be distributed for hatching which are less than 2 oz. in 
weight, oversized, badly shaped, thin shelled or rough shelled or of inferior 
colour for the breed. 

(3) Each consignment of hatching eggs or of day-old chicks shall be 
accompanied by a dated delivery note, which shall show the number of eggs 
or .of chicks in the consignment. This note shall be made out in duplicate, be 
signed by the owner of the farm or his representative and, except in the case 
of chicks sold for rearing for table purposes under Article 8(1)(c), be stamped 
with the egg sta~p. The duplicate of each delivery note shall be filed at the 
farm and be available for inspection by authorised officers. Supplies of this 
delivery note shall be issued by the Ministry with the egg stamp and record 
books. 

(4) Careful records shall be kept, in the book supplied by the Ministry for 
the purpose, of the number of eggs produced each day by the mated birds 
(pure-bred and first-cross separately) and of all sales of hatching eggs, chicks 
and stock birds. Deaths among the adult birds due to disease shall also be 
recorded. Sales and Production Record Books shall be returned to the 
Ministry not later than 14th June, 1960. In the case'of sales the records shall 
include:- -

(a) the date on which supplied; 
(b) name and address of purchaser; 
(c) number of eggs, chicks and stock birds of each breed or variety supplied. 
The owner of an accredited farm Who has been granted permission under 

Article 2 of the Fifth Schedule or under the Eighth Schedule shall submit to 
the Ministry in respect of each month a return showing:-

(a) the date on which supplied; 
(b) name and address of purchaser; 
(c) number of chicks of each breed or cross supplied. 
Such returns shall be forwarded so as to reach the Ministry not later than 

the 5th of the month following that to which the return relates. 

(5) The farm, stock and records shall be open to inspection by an authorised 
officer at any reasonable time, which may be outside ordinary working hours. 

(6) When birds which carry the official sealed and numbered leg bands 
referred to ill Article 7(c) are being sold or otherwise, disposed of from the 
farm, except when sold to another accredited farm, the said leg bands shall 
be removed and sent to the poultry advisory officer. When birds which carry 
official sealed and numbered leg bands are sold to another accredited farm, 
the poultry advisory officer shall be advised of the numbers on their leg bands, 
in order that the official Stock Registers of these farms may -be accurately 
maintained. 

(7) Each farm accredited shall be a breeding station and the owner shall 
_ breed, hatch and rear the pullet replacements for the breeding pens in sub­
sequent years, except that in the case of Grade C farms the Ministry may grant 
prior permission in writing authorising the purchase for pullet replacements of 
hatching eggs or day-old chicks from a farm accredited in Grade A or B. 

(8) Hens for pure-bred mating shall have completed at least _ one year's 
,lay~ -aud sp.~l1 4~v~ 1;>~Qn hatch~4 not latQr tl:mn31st March, 19$8, in tlw 
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case of heavy bre~ds, ru::d not late~ t~an 30th April" 1958, in the case o~.:light 
breeds. At least .60 .heJ;lS of.the pnnclpal breed on the farm,. or 3.6 hens III the 
case of a br.eeder who :is specialising in pedigree breeding, shall be mated· for 
the production of pure~bred chicks and not more than one further pure breed 
or variety of a breed may be. mated on any farm.' If a.secondbre·ed or variety 
of a breed is kept, atJeast 36 hens of the breed or variety shall be mated for 
pure"'bred chicks., In the caseof'heavy breeds, the pure-bred matings shall be 
maintained at full sttength'until'at least 1st-January, 1960;-and in the case 
of light breeds until at least lSt March, 1960, provided that the Ministry may· 
in the light Qf prevailing circumstances vary these dates on farms where 
replacements have already been hatched. 

(9) The owner of an accredited poultry farm shall not obtain eggs, chicks 
or other birds ,other than from a source approved by the Miriistry. 

(10) Additional birds shall not be brought into the breeding pens aft¢r they 
have been ~eleCtedand arranged, without the consent of. the poultry advisory 
officer. 

(11) Birds fbr the production ·of pure-bred chicks shall be efficiently 
separated from those mated for first crosses. 

(12) Where any bird dies on an accredited farm the owner shall forward 
tQ.e. carcase immediately to the Veterinary Research Division, Ministry of 
Agriculture, The Farm, Stormont, Belfast, for examination and report, 
accompanied by a document bearing the accredited farm stamp. . 

(13) Where an accredited farm is sold the egg stamp shall be returned to 
the Ministry by the person to whom it was issued. 

(14) The owner of an accredited farm or any person residing on his farm 
shall not keep, either singly or jointly, more than two breeds or varieties of a 
breed, on the accredited farm, unless with the permission referred to in Article 9 
below; nor shall they keep, on an accredited farm, any poultry other than the 
poultry in the accredited flocks; nor shall they keep any poultry on another 

. farm other than an accredited farm. 

(15) The matings as arranged at the beginning 9f the season shall remain 
unchanged until at least the 1st January, 1960, subject to the proviso to 
paragraph (8) of this Article. 

(16) Flocks may be mated for the production of first cross eggs or chicks 
only as prescribed in the Fifth Schedule. 

(17) A flock of birds of the breed or breeds approved for accreqitation in 
the current year may be kept for commercial egg p~bduction under an intensive 
system only as prescribed in the Sixth Schedule. 

(18) Stock cockerels or eggs or chicks from which primarily to raise stock 
cockerels shall be brought on to an accredited poultry farm only as provided 
in the Seventh Schedule. 

(19) The owner of an accredited poultry farm shall not vary the arranged 
breeding programme without consulting the poultry advisory officer and 
normally the introduction of a new breed shall be· approved only once in five 
years. 

(20) It shall be the duty of the owner of an accredited farm to maintain 
the stock and equipment to the satisfaction of the Ministry in accordance with 
the practice of good poultry ht!sbandry and at the appropriate times to carry 

II 


