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MOTOR VEHICLES 

: International Motor InsuFance Card 

REGULATIONS DATED 29TH' MAY, 1957, MADE BY THE ¥INISTRY OF 
HOME. AFFAIRS UNDER THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACTS" (NORTHERN 
IRELAND), 1926 '1:0 1955. 

1957. No. 90 , [C] 

The Ministry of Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers, vested 
in it by the Road Traffic Acts (Northern Ireland), 1926 to 1955, 
and of all other powers enabling it in that behal~, hereby makes 
the following Regulations:- ' 

Com.mencement and Citation 
1. These Regulations may be dted as thelMotor 'Vehicles 

(Internati<mal Motor Insurance Car,d) (Northern Irela,nd) 
'Regulations, 1957, and shall come into operation on the 1st day 
of June, 1957. ' 

Revocation 
2. The Motor Vehicles (International ,Motor Insurance Card) 

(Northern Ireland) Regulations, 1952(a) are hereby 't~voked. 

Interpretation 
3. In theSe Regulations the expression~ 

"British Bureau" means the "Motor Insurers' Bureau'~ 
incorporated under the Companies Act, 1929 of the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom (b)" and having its 
registered office at 60 Watling street, London, RC.4.; 

"Foreign Bureau" means a centralorgani,sation set up by 
motor insurers in any country outside theUnited'Kingdom, 
the Is}e of Man and the Channel Islands for the purpose 
,of giving effect to ,international. arrangements for the 
insurance of motorists against thirq-party risks When 
entering countries where insurance ,against such, risks is 
compulsory, and with which, organisation the" British 
Bureau has entered into such an arrangement; , 

"insurance card" means an international motor insurance 
card provided by a Foreign Bureau or by the Briti&h Bureau 
which is green ip colour and, either in English0! a foreign 
hiriguage, in the form specified iIi Part I o'fthe, First or 
Second Scbedule and which in the case ·of 'any entry into 
the United Kingdom of the motor vehicle speCified in the 
carc:i during the period of validity so speCified. has attached 
thereto~ 

(a) in the case of a first entry, one or'mote pages green 
in colour and, either in English 6r ~ f:Clr€iign langhage, 
in the form specified in Part II of either of the said 
schedules, each of which saId pages 'is 'hereinafter 
referred to asa "duplicate page": or . 

(a) S.R. & 0. (N.!.) 1952 N'o. 230. (13) 19&20 Geo. 5; c. 2S; 
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(b) in the case of any subsequent entry, that part of a 
duplicate page which is headed "attestation of 
competent authorities," and which relates to the 
entry "Arrival ", which said part is, hereinafter 

'referred to as a "counterfoil ": ' 
Provided that on and. after the first day Of January, 1960, 
an international motor insurance card in the form 
specified in Part I of the Second Schedule shall not be 
treated as, an insurance card within the meaning of this 
expression except in relation to a motor vehicle specified 
in the card and brought into the United Kingdom befOre 

, that date; , 
"registration'authority" means the Royal Automobile Club 

or the Automobile Association; 
"the Act" means the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act 

(Northern Ireland), .1930 (.a); 
" trade licence" has the same meaning as in section 9 Eoads 

Act, 1~20(b), as, amended by s~ction 5 Finance Act 
(Northern Ireland), 192-2(c);' C," ' 

" visitor" 'means a person bringing a motor vehicle into 
Northern Ireland ,making only a temporary stay therein 
and named as the insured in an insurance card. 

'validity Of insurance c,ard,. , 
4.----':( 1) An insurance ,card shall be valid for the purposes of 

these Regulations only if-

(a) the card bears on page 1 thereof the name of the 
Foreign Bureau or the British Bureau, as the case may 
be, by which the card was provided; 

(b) the motor vehicle specified in the 'card is brought into 
the United Kingdom during the period of validity so 
speCified; , 

, (c) the application 'of ,the card in Northern Ireland is 
indicated th~reC!n; 

(d) all' relevan t particulars provided for in the card have 
been inserted therein; , 

(e) the card has been :d4ly signed by the visitor and the 
, insurer named in the card; and 

(f) "the provisions, of Regulation, 9 in so 'far as they are 
applicable have been complied with' as respects the 

" particulars required to be furnished, the production 
of the· card, and thesurrendei: of the duplicate page. 

(2) The' part~~ulars req1}~r'~d tp ~e .entered .in, paragraphs 
(2) and (8) on page 3 of. the card, if~p. tl;leform specified in Part I 
of the First Schedule or in paragraphs (2) and (11) on' page 3 
of the card; if in the, form specified in Part I of, the Second 
Schedule are-' ' 

(;:I.) 20 & 21 . .Qeo. 5.Ch. 24 (N.I.)_ 
(b) 10 & 11 Geo. 5. Ch. 72. 

(c) 12 & 13 Geo. 5. Ch. 18 (N.n. 
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(a) in paragraph (2), the name of the Foreign Bureau or 
. the British Blfreau, as the case may be, by which the 
'card was provided; and . 

(b) in, the said paragraphs (8) .and (11), the name of the 
. insurer authorised to issue the card by the Foreign 

Bureau or the British Bureau, as, the case may be. 
, ' 

Third party risks arising out ot the use ot motor vehicles by 
"visitors 

5.-{1) As respects the use on a road by a visitor or by any 
other person on his order or with his permission of a motor 
vehicle specified in a valid insurance card issued to that visitor, 
section 6 of the Act shall have effect as though the said card 
were a policy of insurance complying with the requirements of 
and having effect for the purpose of Part II .of the Act in relation 
to such use: . 

Provided that where the said motor vehicle remains in the 
United Kingdom after the expiry of the peri-o.d of validity 
specified in the card, then as respects any period whilst it so 
remains during which the vehicle is in Northern lreland the 
said card shall not be regarded as having ceased to be .in force 
for the purposes of the said secti'on 6 by. reason orily 'Of' effiuxion 
of the period of validity specified in the card.' ' 

For the purposes of this paragraph .:;1 motor vehicle shall 
be deemed not to have left the United' Kingdom whilst it is only 
in transit between different parts of the United Kingdom. 

, (2) Any reference in this Regulati-on and in the next two 
succeeding Regulations to the' use on a road Of a motor vehicle 
shMI not include any use 'Of the vehicle' for the purpose of 
delivering it to or for the visitor at some place 'other than the 
place ,;o.f entry of, the vehicle' into Northern, Ireland, which is 
authorised under a trade licence. 

6.-(1) For the purpose of section 11 of the Act, a valid 
insurance card shan have effect as though it were a certificate 
of ~nsurance issued by an authorised insurer 'and, in relation to 
any claim in respect of any such liability as is required to be 
covered by a policy of insurance under' paragraph (b) of sub­
section (1) of section 7 of the Act and' arising out of the' use on a 
road of a motor vehicle specified in the ·cardby the ,visitor to 
whom it was issued. or by any other person on his order or with 
his permission, the person against whom tne claim is made shall 
in lieu ·of making the statement and furnish,i-ng the particulars 
referred to in subsection (1) of section 21 of the Motor Vehicles 
and Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1934(a), give to the 
person making the claim, on his demand, the serial letter or 
letters and number shown ~n the card, the name o.f the Bureau 
by which it was provided and the n~me and address ,of the,person 
speCified, therein as the insured. 

(2) Any person making 'or intending to make any 'such 
claim as is mentioned in the preceding paragraph 'shalf "give 
notice of the claim in writing to the British Bureau as soon as 

. :'. ..' 

(a) 24 & 250eo, 5. Ch. 15 (N.J.), 



1llternational, Insurance· Qard 489 

·lDra,c,ticame.a{te:I: ,tne ,.1~:app~)J.ing.Qf. the eyentout. of which the 
;·Gl~ima'l!Qs~ &pec;ifYip,g: ,t,he, n2\.t:ureof:.the clai'lhand,against whom 
, -it·:t.;; ,rnag,e.O.)::··ip.ten.ded.to be maQ.:e.· .. 

. ,.7. Ih\ihy c.iYiiproGeedi~gS iil. 'l1esrjec't Gf any such liability as 
is requfrei:f. to : l:>e .eov,ereq, by a policy of insurance under para­
g;r:wh (b) of .sill::)';;ection .. ( 1) of section 7 ,o~ tb.e Act and arising 
but o'f 'the useOh a road of a motor. v,ehicle specified in a valid 
insurance card, the production of the' duplicate' page surrendered 

: -to: a r,egistratibn authority in ,a;ccordance with the provIsions of 
Regulation 9 or to an authority appointed under the law of Great 
Britain.' fox the pur;pose in accordarrce with ·that law shaH be 

. evidence. tha.t '.the ,person spec:ifieil in the card as the. insured 
, has d.uly,·s~g:h~d. thefGrm'Qt ,authority specifi"ed in paragraph (4) 
· on page 4 Of, tb;eeardJ if' in ,the form ,specified in Part I of the 

First Schedule,'·or.'iII pa-ragraph (4): on page 2 'of the card, if in 
the form specified. in Part' ~. of the Second Schedule, unless the 

,contrary is .proved'. 

FtO(luctton oj insuTq:nce ca1:d .on applic;ation JOT motoT vehicle 
licenc.e . 

8.Ahy visitor applying f01: ,a licence.unde.rsection.13 o.f the 
· Finance. Act, +9~O (a)~ • for a IIfotor . .vehiCle specified, in a valid 
· J;nsur'ance card issued' to llim may during . the . period of validity 
. sPecified in. the. caJ;"Q. . in, lieu. of ,producing . to the licensing 
2\.~tpority Such. ~v~det,i.¢e. as . is. requi;te9, by Part I of the Motor 
:Cars (Tl;j,ird Party Risks), (NortherJ:i Ireland) Regulations, 1934(b), 
,progue.e., the, card. tb the ljcehsihg au thp:ri ty. 

E:r.oductiori: oJ ins']lranGe. cq'rd., to, and .cluties.· at, registration 
' .. ,,' q/u;thQ'l'ities . ,'. . 

; .9',~(1) Sl1bjectto .. ·the .'m'{)Yisions .. q1: this Regulation, every 
vtsi~9r tq .. Wh:om an Ins,ui'::l:Iice .card has. been issued in respect 

- ofa motor vehicle. brought by .him 'into Northern Ireland shall 
cq;mpiy '\Vitll th~ following' pt.ovisiQns .Qf. this ,paragraph :-

. (ct) in t~e· case :01' the first, entry, of. ,the vehicle into 
Northern Ir~land during th~ period of validity specified 
in the card or after ~he expiry Of. the said ,period if 
the Said ·c.!,trd is' then in. f()rCe for the purposes of 
~e'ctioIi 60f th~' A¢t" the visitor shall at. therele'ltal.1t 
tfme: .and pTace furnish 'such particulars' with respect 
to tl):e card' as'a:te' . specified in the neXt. .1,bp~qwihg 
paragraph, ,. produc~ the carq andsurrehder the 

'. ' '~duplicate" pag'e . (without its' counterfbil) 'with all 
relevant particulars inserted therein to- a' registration 

.' authority, ·'Whoshall thereupon insert th the' counter­
" , . :foil iIi' the' appropriate space the date: 'and place of' 

such entry; and . i. .' . 

,.,: .... " ','(b) in: :the:'ease of'.any subsequent entry of the: vehicle into 
.. ' '. " Northern; 'Iretand' during the said peTiod 'Of validity 

• I' I"~ ' , ':or 'after ,the, ~expiiy ':of: tl).e· period H the' said card is 
";:tJ;ien. ~nfdvc'e fot the purposes 0f 's8ction6 of the Act, 
" ,the;visitdrosh,a:ll at:thed·elevant time'arid'place furnish 

such -partieulars with respect to the: ·card as are 
-. ... ., .. 

(a) 10 &-11' G"eo.5, Oh.,l8:" ' !: . . (b) S:R: & .(). :cN,I')'1934 N~. 109. 



490 
, 

" ' 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND ROADTRAF,FIC 

specified in the next,following paragraph, produce the 
car:d,and .surrender the ,duplicate page (Without its 
c'0unterfoil) with, all .relevant, 'particulars inserted 
therein if this has not already peep qone, t9 a registra­
ti'0n authority, Wh9 shan thereupon insert in the 
counterfoil of 'the' relevant dupIiqate page in the 

, appr'0priate space' the date and· 'place 01 such 
, subsequent entry. ' " 

. '. . 
In this paragraph,' the express~on ," the relevant time' and 

, place" means- , 
(i) the time and. place at which, the particular entry 

into Northern 'lrelandof the vehieleis made "'Or, 
in the absence of any registrati'0h authority, at 
that place, ,any time 'andr.>lace within forty-eight 
hours after the entry '0,f the vehicle;' or ' ,,' ", 

(til if; in the case of any entry of the.' vehiCle into 
Northern Ireland, the vehicle is 'to' be delivered to 
or for the visitOr at some place in Northern ~reland 
other than the place 'Of entry, any time befote 
the vehicle is used on a r'0ad after such delivery 
and anyplace; or ", 

(iii) if, in" the case of any entry of'the ve1;licle into 
Northern :Ireland, the visitpr. i~ desirous of 'fur­
nishing the said particulars and otherwise 
complying', with the requirements of this para­
gr'aph at som,e place in Northern Ireland other 
than the place of e'ntry and for the' purjJose3 of 
enabling ,the vehicle to be used on roads in the 
meantime, otherwise' than in' the' circumstances 
and during the period referred ,to in (i) above, 
obtains in relation't'0 such use a temporary,policy 
of'ins'1Jrance complying with the tequireme'nts of 
and having effect for the purpose of ,P~rt ,II of 
the Act for any period nqt exceeding one'month, 
any time during which th~, said' POlicy is in force 
and any place. ' 

, (2) The particulars with respect" to, an insurance card 
, required to be furnis1;led in accordance with the, preceding 'para­

graph shall be given in a form issued or, approved by the Ministry., 
, shall be signed py the visitor furnishing the same and shall be 
;,as f611pws:- , " . " ' 

'( a) the serial letter or letters and number spown in the 
card:, ' , 

(b). the name, home address and acj.dresS in the United' 
K;ingc;lom 'Of the visttor to whom the card has been 
issued; 

(c) the registration number ,of .the motor ,vehicle specified 
in the card and the name of the' country in which 
that vehicle is registered or, if no registration number 
is specifie"d in a carel in the form' specified in Part I 

"of the, First .schedule the chassis mim:ber or engine 
number of the said motor'vehicle; , 

(d) the date, and 'place of entry into' Northern Ireland of 
the motor vehicle specified in ,the card; and 


