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REGULATIONS DATED 13TH SEPTEMBER, 1956, MADE BY THE MINISTRY 
OF HOME AFF.A:IRS U~DER SECTIONS TWENTY-ONE, SIXTY..,SIX AND 
SEVENTY-TWO OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 
1955,(~)., 

,1~56. No. 142 [C] 

The Ministry .of Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers vested 
ir;t it by Sections T,wenty-one,. Sixty-six and Seventy-two of the 
Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland), 1955(a), .a;nd dfal! other 
powers in that behalf enabling it, hereby makes the following 
Regulations: - ' . 

1. Tlles~Regulations may be cited as tJie Motor Vehicles 
'(Driving Licences) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1956, and 
shall come into operati()n op the 1st day of October, 1~56. 

, ,2.-,-( 1) In these Regulations the expression-
. . 

Ca) .' The Act" means the Road Traffic Act (Northern 
Ireland), 1955; , 

(b) "Convention pl;iying Permit" has the meaning 
assigned to it by Article l(6) of the'Motor Vehicles 
(International Circulation)' (Road Traffic) 
(Northern Ireland) Order, 1955(b); 

(c) "D9mestic Driving J;>etmit" h~s the meaning 
assigned to it'1:IY Article I( 6) of the Motor Vehicles, 
(International Circulation) (Road Traffic) 
(Northern Ireland) Order, 1955; . 

. (ct) '.1 Licence" includes a driving licence issued under 
Section t3ar the Act and'. a provi.~ional licence 

, within the meaning of the Act; 
te) ,"Licensihg authori'ty" meanS 'the c'ouncil Of a 

county or county b0rough in Northern Ireland; , 
(1) "Local Taxation Officer" means the selected 

officer or officers of acouncit of a county or county 
borough to whom powers and duties relating to 
the registration ,and licensing, of motor vehicles 
have beeIi delegateclby the Council; , . ' 

'(g) "The test" means the test of ,competence to drive 
a motor vehiGleprovic;lec;l for by Section 13(1) of 
the Act, 

'(2) The Local Taxation' Officer of a Licensing Authority is 
empowered toperforrp. any duty ,.prexercise ~ny power of the 
Licensing Authority for the purPoses of. carrying these Regula-
tions into effect. . . 

....:> - - •• , , 

, , 

(a) ~955. Ch. 21. (b) Ii? .. It & O. ,(N.I.) .1955, No, 114. 
-' .' 
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(3) The Motar Car (L:icensing af Drlversf Regulations, 
1927(a), the Motor Car (Licensing of Drivers) Amendment 
Regulations, 1927 (b), and the Motor Car (Licensing of Drjvers) 
Amendment Regulations; 1928(c), are hereby revoked.· . 

. ., . 
3.-(1) Any person resident in Narthern Ireland Who desires 

to obtain a licence shall apply to the licensing authority of the 
area in which he resides in the form set out in Part I of the 
First Schedule and shall 'furnish the particulars. and make the 
drclaration sp~cified therein . 

. (2) Any person not resident in Northern Ireland who, not 
b:eing the holder 'Of a valid COnvention Driving Per:mit ·or . .a 
Domestic Driving Permit, desires to abtain a licence on his 
arrival in Narthern Ireland shall apply to any licensing authority 
and supply such documents or other information as the licensing 
f!. .. t~~hority may require., C 

(3) Anyapplicatian for a licence shaH be accompanied by 
two unmounted duplicate photographs of the applicant of recent 
date, appraximately 2" X 1!-" in size and endorsed with the 
!1Pplicant's name and address. Prqvided that a licence may be 
granted to a member of the Naval, Military ar Air Forces of 
Her Majesty without requiring him toO furnish any photographs, 
but such licence shall empawerhim to drive a motor vehicle anly 
w:Q.en he is in uniform and the motor vehicle is the proOperty of 
the Crown. . 

(4) The licensing autharity shall affix Qne at the phato­
graphs· furnished by the applicant to the licence g:t:anted to him 
alfd the other photograph to the farm of applicatioOn furnished 
by him. 

'. (5) A licence, ather than a provisiOnal. licence, shall be 
v.alid· for twelve months from the datebn which it takes effect 
and therea'fter may be renewed fro"m time to time for a further 
period 'of twelve months if application is made to the licensing 
au.thority .in Whose area the applicant resides in the foOrm set out 
in Part II of the First Schedule within oOne mOnth of the expira­
tion 'of the licence or of the last period of renewal -tnereof. 

Provided that if the licence has aiready been renewed four 
times the applicant shall make a fresh application for a licence 
in accardancewith paragraph (1) or paragraph (2). 

. ,. (6) An application for the grant or renewal·of a licence 
may be declined if it is received more than aBe month be'fore the 
date on which the licence or renewal is required to take effect. 

(7) . A fee of 5/- shall be paid to the li'censing authority 
before an applicant· is entitled to receive a licence or to have 
his licence renewed. . . 

(a)S.R. &: O. (N.l.) 1927, No. 57,' 
(b) s.n. &; O. (N.J.), 1927, No .. 113, 

(0) S·R. & O. (N.t.) .1928" .. No. 56. 
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4·-,--;'CnFor~p.epurpq~es.of the1\ct, .andof these Eegulations, 
.~. :p~tsqh sha~l be deemed.;liq ha vePMsed' tJie test of competepce 

.to dr.~'Ve;:~ motor .vep:icle ,6t .. apart~cUlar class or descriptiop. 'if 
~e has be~.ll,tested by >a·'test~p'gauthbrity on '3; motbr'vehicUf"of 
.tJla,t class, or .·desctlPtio,n :and J{"he' has .sati$fi.edthe p~t:s,On 
conducting.' the "test~··· .' ,',.,.. . . ' ". ' '. '.:: " ~ 

. (a) that he is fully conversant with the contents 'ot 'the 
Highway Code; , , 

(b) generally, that· he is competen-t to drive,without 
danger to and with due considerathYn for other users 
·of. the· r·oad, a motor vehicle of' the same class or 

. .des'cription .as th;;tt Gil whichJJ,e is: t~sted; and' . 
. (c)· that",he is able. tocomplyw:ith SItch of the additional 

reqUirements specified in the Third Schedule as are 
. enumerated in the second column o'f the Second 

SC,lle¢lulE? opposIte to the Gl'CilUP containing the class 
or.O:escriptton of motor vehicle in. respect of which he 
~s' ,b.eing tested:,. . 

. . Provided that if in the case of a disabled driver his test 
· proves' his ability ·to drive' ).notor vehicles ·of a particular' con-· 
· :struGtion or design only i he' shall not be deemed' to have failed 
to pass the test by reason only 'Of the fact that he was not tested 
on a motor vehicle of thatcortstruction or design. 

...• (2), A person WllO has :p~ssed the tel?t ~f ~om.petep.ce to 
driv:ea class or, description;.oQf motor vehicle com.pr-iseci ip. any 
one of the ,Groups speci~e.d in.' the :first column of the Secon,d 

. ·Schedule. shaU :be (teemed .s;lso to nave . passed ,the, test of 
compe:tencE:!,tb'dr~ve . ~ny~other cla.ss· .pi: d,escription ot, 'II1,otor 
vehicle co:rnprised in. tb,at Grq];lP or specified opposite to the fir~t­
mentioned Group,in the third column of the said Second. Schedule;. 

" . ,.' . . . 
, ': ,(3), A, licence' '(npt.'bein.g a prbvisiqnal licenc,e).or .. a 
~certtQ.cate .of competence to·dr;iye issu.ed by ~ competent authority 

. in great Brit~in shall, fo):'the pUl:poSes, .of the glianting ~of 
li~e.n,c;es ip Northe~I,li Ireland .to persons holding .s11c1;1 documents, 

;.be·regarded 'as havIng been .issued ii'ndertl1e Road Traffic Acts 
":(Nottherr{Ire-Iand), 1926£01955. .' ,. . , . , 

· . (4) Ad,riv.ing ~icence issued :undeJ; Secttol). 3 of the Motor 
·V:e.lJ.icles (Tra:(fic and Regulation) act (Nqrtl1-e':rn;IreTand), 1926{a), 

. to :a'persqn aged, 21 years .or. 9ve:r; ~J;laU- be deemed. ,to 'have 
authorised that person to drIve all classeS Of motor vehicles. 

:" ::5·. The fblloWingshall. be'the "d-iseases ap.d disabilities iri the , I 

:case of which. a person'shal} notpe entitled to: claim. u.nqer sub-
section f:a) or sub-sectio~ (5) of section sixteen of the Ac,t: :to ,be 
sUQjected to the test prescribed ih the preceding Regulati6n:.~ 

• • -~ <. >' , 

. ':,,: ... EpilepsY.; any form Of. mental di,sOJ;der or mental-defect as 
a result of which either th.e persqn is certified ot-duly ascertai'ped 

-as su'bj,ect t9l?e pIa ceq und~t statut9ty su.petvisi'onor his estate ls 
.tn the,hands:,of a OOIDm.ittee, recel'v.er,. cUJ;atbr bonis.·or j.u<;licial 

~ .' - • ". • - , '. I · . 

(a) 16 & l'i Geo:5. th: 31: 
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factor; liability to sudden attacks. of disabling giddiness: or fainting; 
inability to read at a distance OA 25 yards in good daylight (with 
the aid of glasses, if habitually worn) a series of six letters and 
figures in white, silv(?r or light grey on a black ground' of the 
same size' and arrangement as those prescribed for the identifica­
tion mark of a motor-car. 

6. The following shall be testing authorities for the purpose 
of these Regulations:-

(a) The Ministry. 
(b) The Admiralty, the Army Council, the Air Council, the, 

Postmaster General .and the Inspector Gener,al of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, in so far as concerns 
persons employed or to be employed by one or other 
of them to drive motor vehicles. 

(c) The Automobile Association and the Royal Automobile 
Club, in so far as concerns persons resident outside the 
United Kingdom who intend to make only a temporary 
stay in Northern Ireland. 

(d) Any person or body appoInted by the Ministry in 
respect of such categories of persons as the, Ministry 
may specify. 

7.-(1) Any person or, body authorised by paragraphs (b), (c) 
or (d) of the preceding Regulation to conduct tests may, subject 
to theappr.oval of the Ministry, authorise suitable persons., to act 
as Examiners of those who submit themselves for test. 

(2) The Ministry may at any time revoke an appointment 
made by it under paragraph (d) of the preceding Regulation and 
the authority to conp-uct tests shall thereupon cease. ' 

8.-(1) Any person passing the test shall be furnished with, a 
certificate in the form set out in Part I of the Fourth Schedule, 
and any person failing to pass the test shall be 'furnished with a 
statement in the form s'et out in Part II of the said Schedule. 

(2) The certificate referred to abov~ shall be surrendered 
to the licensing authority when a driving licence is subsequently 
issued. ' 

(3) The person to whom a certificate or statement was 
furnished under this Regulation may obtain a dupliGate copy 
from the testing authority on payment 'of a fee of one shilling. 

9. A person undergoing a test shall, for the purpose 0'( the 
test, provide at his ow.n 'expense a' motor vehicle in proper 
condition of the class or description in respect of which he is to 
be tested. 

10. The fee to be paid for a test conducted by a testing 
authority authorised in paragraphs (a) or (c) of Regulation 6 
shall be 2/6 if the test relates only to vehicles in Groups H or K 
of the Second Schedule and £1 in any other case and shall be 
paid to the testing authority or to such other person as that 
testing authority may require. No fee shall be payable in respect 
of a test conducted by persons or bodies author.ised in paragraphs 
(b) or (d) of Regulation 6. 
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11. An applicant for a licence who satisfies the Licensing 
Authority that he is not resident in the United Kingdom shall not 
be required to pass a test if:-

(a) he declareS in writing to that Authority-
(i) that at the date ot his application for the licence 

he does not hold in Northern Ireland either a valid 
domestic driving permit issued in a country outside 
the United Kingdom or a valid convention driving 
permit, and 

(ii) that at the date of his arrival in the United King .. 
dom either he held in a country outside the United 
Kingdom such a valid domestic driving permit or 
convention driving permit as shall be specified by 
him or he was then resident in a country where no 
driving licences are issued fo]; the class o~ motor 
vehicle for which he desires a licence and he was 
then_ authorised to drive a motor vehicle of that 
claSs by the competent authority of that country, 
or 

(b) he produces to that Authority either a domestic driving 
permit issued in a country outside the United Kingdom 
or a convention driving permit Which in either case 
has expired since the date of his arrival in the United 
Kingdom: 
Provided that a domestic driving permit or a 
convention driving permit in the case of which the 
Ministry has made any order under paragraph (5) at 
Article 1 of the Motor Vehicles (International Circula­
tion) (Road Traffic) (Northern Ireland) Order, 1955, 
shall be treated as not being such a domestic driving 
permit or a convention driving permit as is mentioned 
in sub-paragraph (ii) ,o'f paragraph (a) or in 
paragraph (b) of this Regulation. 

12. Pending the coming into operation of the Motor Vehicles 
(International Circulation) (Ro:;Ld Traffic)- (Northern Ireland) 
Order, 1955, the r-equirements of section sixteen of the Act shall 
r,tot apply to any person who satisfies a Licensing Authority that 
he is not resident in the United Kingdom and that he is the 
l):olc;ler of a convention ariving permit or an international driving 
permit issued under the International Convention relative to 
Motor Tramc of 1926(a) or is licensed lor ,otherwlseauthorised by 
the competent authority of a country other than the United 
Kingdom to drive a motor vehicle of the Group for which he 
desires a licence, and no such person applying for the grant of 
a licence shall be required to pass a; test. 

13.-(1) Every licence, other than a provisional licence, issued 
after the date on wh,ich these Regulations come into operation 
$hall be in the form ot a book containing-

(a) the particulars specified in the Fifth Schedule; and 
(b) not less than 4 Pages reserved for endorsements. 

(a) T-I1eaty Series No. 11 (1930). 


