
3311 MOTOR VEHICLES' AND 'ROAD TRAFFIC 

USE AND CONSTRUCTIQN 

The Motor Vehicles (Use and Construction) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland), 1956 

REGULATIONS, DATED 31ST AUGUST, 1956, MADE BY THE MINISTRY 
OF HOME AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION FOUR OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 
(NORTHERN IRELAND), 1955. . 

1956. No . .134 [C] 

The Ministry of Home Aff'airs,. in exercise of, the powers vested 
in it by Section four of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland). 
1955(a), and 'of all other powers enabling it in that behalf,. hereby 

. makes the following Regulations:-

PAl1T I 
PRELIMINARY 

Commencement and Citation 
'1. These Regulations ,shall come into operation'. on the 

1st day of ,October, 1956, and may be cited as "The Motor 
Vehicles (Use and Construction) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 
1956 ". 
Revocation 

2. The Regulations specified in the First Schedule are hereby 
revoked. 
Interpretation 

3.-( 1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise 
requires, the following eXJpressions have the meanings hereby 
respectively assigned to them:-

"agricultural trailer" means a trailer the property of a 
person engaged in agriculture which is not used on a road 
for the ,conveyance o'f any goods or burden other than 
agricultural produce or articles required for the purposes 
of agri,culture; 

"articulated vehicle" means a heavy motor car or a motor 
car with a trailer so attached to the drawing vehicle that 
part of the trailer is superimposed upon .the drawing 
vehicle, and when the trailer is uniformly loaded not less 
than 20 per cent. of the weight of its load is borne by the 
drawing vehiCle; 

" close-coupled" in relation to any two wheels of a vehicle 
means that those two wheels are both fitted on the same 
side of the vehicle, are not steerable and are So fitted that 
the distance between them 'measured horizontally and 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle between the 
centres of the areas of ·contact of the wheels with the road 
surface does noteXJceed 33 inches; 

"deck" means ,a floor .or platform upon which seats are 
provided for the accommodation of passengers; 

" double-decked vehicle" means 'a vehicle having two decks 
one o':f which is wholly or partly above the other and each 

(a) 4 EIiz. 2. c. 27. 
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. .' .,deG.~ . of. 'which : is' provided with. a 'gangway serving' seats 
, . :011 ,tha,t>deck, 'only.; , 
" gangway" means the space' provided for obtaining aceess 

";f};'Om.,a;nY·.entra,I1,ce,,to the 'passengers' seats or fr,·0m any 
.. ::'::$ucb:seat to·an ~xit otller tqan.ariemergency exit .. ~ut does 

... ll9t in.cii!.de ':a, stair:c~$e o,ra:p.y spac~ in front of a seat 
which 'is reqUired only for,' the use ,of passengers occupying 
that seat;· " . . . 

"indivisible load" means:. a load: whicl)., cannot, ·without 
und,ue expense or, .ris),{.of damage l;>e divided into two or 
moreioads fot ,the' purpos,e of conveyance' on a, road; 

,', larid 'inipl~ment", means, any, implement or machinery 
'used with a land locomotive, or a l,and trBlctor in ,connection 

.. witJi":agricuiii;u:e,: grass. cutting, forestry, lanc;i levelling, 
. :dr,.edgip,g'or 'sinjil:;p:"operations' and includes a living van 
'and :any trailer 'Which fbr);betime being, carries only the 
: hecessary gear ·or' equipment of the ,land locomotive or 

land tractor which draws it; '. , 
. ,i :l'al:id..lb~Qr.o.oM~fi'· n1ean~a l0comotiv.e.(~~signed and used 

primarily' fat 'work: :op. the. land in coi:niection with 
'agric'u,lt:Ure; . fdljestty,: Jane;l levelling, dredging or similar 
oper'atroris,Which is driven on: a r,oBlc;l only wh.en proceeding 
to and 'from. the site of ,Such' work and which' when sci 
driveifha;rtfs nothing other than land iinp~erhents; 

: "land trBlctor" meansa' motor traCtot designed and used 
,!', . "'prftn9iriIy for; work on the land in connection with 

": :agriCulture; ,grass cutting, fOrestry,larid levelling, dredging 
. or similar o'pera tibns, being a vehicle' whi,ch~ 

" (al) ·1s' ·tne 'property of a person engaged in agriculture or 
, forestry or 'Of a contractor' engaged in the business of 

caJFt-y-ing out any.'such operatrotlsas aforesaid on farms 
'. ,"or on forestry e'states ;:irid , 

'~ ·(b)'iisj~6t· usec(on,:a:"roap. for haUling, : 'any object other 
tnan-'-:: " '. , ..'. 
(i) 'aland i-mplenient:.which Is beingh~uled to or from 
.' the site-where ~t is. to .~e , useq 'for any such 

operation as aforeSaid ·or froin one part of a farm 
or ,forestry estate to another part ()!f 'that. farm 

, or estate'f··;or ,:,<:. . ., 
". ',., 

.. .' (ii)' a:n,agrictiltur~l: trailer;., ,,' . 
i, 10c'OIhotfve,j :mea~s, a; 'he~ Vy~ 'locomo·tiv-e or a light ioco­

motive' ' . . ' :. . . ,: ":' , ,~,. 

"ovetaU ~ength Y. mean.s' the length of a vehicle measured 
·betwe.en:ver-ti·caJ. platies at dght',angles to the longitudinal 
a~is' of.the vehicle and passing through the extreme 
projecting points thereof "exclusive ·of:-- ' 
(,a). ,any starting handle, ,," . 

. '"Cb).: ;anY tipQd, w14~n down, '. ". 
, Cc) 'any ladder'forming part o'f a turntable fire escape fixed 

. to a vehicle, " ":' . 
. :(d)\any . ..tele~GPpie f0g la11lp.wh~n extended,·.,;·' . ; 
'(e) any snoW,,;j)lollgh·fixedin .front.of a vehicle, 'and 
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(1) any post office letter box the length or which measure4 
parall~l to the longitudinal ,axis 'of the veh.icle does 
not exceed 12 inches; 

"overall width" means the width of a vehiCle measured 
between vertical planes parallel to the longitudinal axis of 
the vehicle and passing through the extreme projecting . 
points thereof ·exclusive of:-
(a) any driving mirrQr, 
(b) any direction indicator, . 
(c) any snow-plough fixed in front of the vehicle, 
(d) so much of the distortion ·of any tyre as is caused by 

. the weight of the vehicle, and 
(e) in the case of vehicles registered before~nd January, 

·1939, so much of a swiv~lling window designed to allow 
the driver to giVe hand signals as projects when 
opened not more than 4 inches beyond the side of 
the vehicle; 

" overhang" means the distance mel;l.sured l'):oriiontally and 
'parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle betw~en two·' 
vertical planes l;l.t right angles' to s4ch axis passing through 
the' two pOints specified in paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this 
definition respe,cti vely. . 
(i) Therearmost point o{ the vehicle exclusi",e Of 

(a) any hood when down, 
(b) any post. office letter hox the length. of Which. 

measured parallel t;o the longitudinal a~l.s ,of the 
vehicle does not exceed 12 inehes, 

. (c) 'any ladder forming par~ o'f a turntable.fire.escape 
fixed to a vehicle, ,and , 

(cd) any luggage carrier fitted to, a rp.otor car con­
strtl:ctedsolely for the carriage of passengers and 
their effects and ad,apted to carry not more than 
seven pas.sengers exclusive o'i the- d,rlver. ' 

(ii) (a) In the case of a motor vehi.cle having only two 
axles one of which is not a steering axle, through 
the eentre point :p·f that axle, and .. 

(b) in the case of a motor vehicfe having only three 
'axles where the front axle is the only steering 
axle, through a point 4'inches in rear of the centre 
of a ,straight line joining the centre points of the 
rear and middle axles, and 

(c) in any other case through a point situated o~ the 
longitudinal axis of the vehicle and such that a 
line drawn from it at right angles .t~ that axis ~ill . 
pass through the ~entre 0:( the minImUm turnIng 
circle of the vehicle; 

"pedestrian controlled vehicle" means' a motor vehicle 
which is 'controlled by a pedestrian and·notcohStructed or 
adapted for Use or us~d for the carriage of a driver or 
passenger; .' . 

":pneuma~ic tyre "means a' tyre which ',complies in all 
, respects'with the: fonowing requit.emeilts:~· . 
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(i) it shall be pravided with a cantinuous clased chamber 
cantaining air at a pressure substantially exceeding 
atmospheric pressure when the tyre is in the canditian 
in which it is narmally used, but is not subjected to. 

, al1Y laad; . 
(ii) it shall be capable af being inflated -and deflated with­

aut reinoval fram the wheel ar vehicle; 
. (iii) it shall be such that, when it is deflated and is 

subjected to. a narmal laad, the sides af the tyre 
callapse; 

" registered " meallS'-
(a) in the .case af a vehicle. which was registered at any 

time under the Raads Act, 1920(a), the date an which 
it was first so registered; and 

(b) in the case af any other vehicle, the date on which it 
was first registered under the Vehicles (Excise) Act 
(Narthern Ireland), 1954(b) ar the Vehicles (Excjse) 
Act, 1949(c); 

" safety glass" mea.ns glass so. canstructed ar treated that 
if fra;ctured it daes nat fly into. .~ragments ,capable of 
causing severe cuts;. 

" straddle carrier " means a matar vehicle constructed to. 
straddle and lift its laad far the purpase of transpartatian; 

"track laying" in relatian to. a vehiCile means that the 
vehicle is so designed and canstructed that the weight. 
thereaf is transmitted .ta the raad surface either by means 
af cantinuous tracks or by a cambinatian of wheels and 
cantinuaus tracks in such circumstances that the weight 
transmitted to. the road surface by the tracks is nat less 
than half the weight af the vehicle; 

,. vehicle in the setvke of: a visiting force" means a vehicle 
belanging to. the service autbarities af such a farce and 
used for the purpases of slfch a farce, !:1nd any ather vehicle 
when used' as aforesaid by a persan subject to. the arders 
af any member of such a force; 

. "visiting farce" means any such bady, cantin gent ar 
detachment af the farces a'f any cauntry as is a visiting 
farce fOl; the purpases at the pravisians af the Visiting 
FOrces Act, 1952(d)-
(a) whieh apply to. thatcauntry by virtue af paragraph (a) 

af subsectian (1)' af section 1 af that Act, or 
'(b) which fram time to. time apply to that cauntry by 

virtue ·of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of the said 
sectian 1 and ·af arty order in Cauncil made ar here­
after to be made under the said sectian.1 designating 
thatcauntry far the purpases a'f all the provision~ 
af that Act fallowing subsection (2) af the said 
sectiOn 1; 

(a) 10 & 11 Oeo. 5. 'c. 72. 
(b) 21 & 3 lE1il.z. 2. c. 17. 

(c) 12, 13 & 14 Goo. 6. 'C .. 89. 
(d) 15 1& 16 Oleo.. 6 & 1 Eliz. 2. c. 67: 
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and "member" and" service authorities" have the same 
, meanings respectively ,as they have in the Visiting Forces 
Act, 1952; 

" wheel" in the case of a motor vehicle or trailer means a 
wheel the tyre or rim of which when the vehicle' is in 

, motion on a road is in contact with the ground; 
"wheeled" in relation to a vehicle means that the whole 

weight of the vehicle is transmitted to the road surface 
by means of wheels; 

" works trailer" means a trailer designed foi' use in private 
premises and used on a road only in passing from one part 
of ~ny such premises to another, or to other private 
premises in the immediate neighbourhood; , 

" works truck" means a motor vehicle (other than a straddle 
carrier) designed for use iIi private premises and used on 
a road only in passing from one part of any such premises 
to another, or to. other private premises in the immediate 
neighbourhood. ' 
(2) Except where otherwise provided in these Regulations 

a tyre shall not be deemed to be of soft or elastic material unless 
the said material is either:~ 

(i) continuous round the circum:ference of the wheel, or 
(ii) fitted in sections so that so far as reasonably practic-

, able no space is left between the ends thereof, 
and is of such thickness and design as to minimise, so far as 
reasonably pOSSible, vibration when the vehicle is in motion, and 
so ,constructed as to be free from any defect whi,ch might in 
any way cause damage to the surface of a road. 

(3) For the purpose Of these Regulations a brake drum 
shall be deemed to form part of the wheel and not of the braking 
system. . 

(4) For the purpose of these Regulations any two wheels 
of a motor vehicle or trailer shall be regarded as one wheel if 
the distance between the .centres o'f the areas of contact between 
such wheels and the road surface is less than 18 inclles. 

Application ana Exemptions ' 
. 4.-(1) Except where -the context otherwise requires these 
Regulations shall apply to wheeled vehicles only. 

(2) Regulations 7, 8, 15, 17, 23: 24 and 30 shall not apply 
to road rollers'. 

(3) Regulations 7, 8, 12, 15, 24, 30, 34, 38, 39; 47, 50, 51, 53 
to 55 and 56 to 62 shall apply only to ?TIotor vehicles and trailers 
used upon highways. 

(4) Every motor vehicle registered before the expiration of 
one year from the making of :any Regulation hereof by which 
the requirements as regards the ,construction or weight of any 
class or description 'Of vehicles are varied shall be exempt from 
the requirements of that Regulation for a period of 5 years from 
the making thereof, provid~d that it complies with the require­
ments of the Regulations to which it would have been subject 
Immediately, prioi' to the maJ;rin~ of that Regulation.·' 


