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RIl;GULATIONS, DATED 3RD JULY, 1956, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER THE HOUSING ON FARMS 
ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1950. 

1956. No. 108 [C] 

The Ministry of Health' and Local Government (in these 
Regulations referred to as "the Ministry"), in exercise of the 
powers con.ferred upon it by section fifteen o;f the Housing on 
Farms Act (Northern Ireland), 1950, hereby·makes the following 
Regulations:-

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Housing on Farms 
Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1959, and .shall come into 
operation on the first day o.f July, nineteen hundred and fifty-six. 

2. T.he following Regulations are b,ereby revoked,:-
The Housing on Farms ·Regulatio.hs (Northern Ireland), 

/ 1951(a), and . 
The Housing . on . Farms (Amendment) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland), 19.52(b). 

3. The standards of sirting, acco.mmodation and construction 
applicable to. the provision of new farm houses and approved 
workers' houses shall be as specified in the First, Second, Third 
and Fourth Schedules to these Regulations respectiv.ely. 

4. The standards of accommodation and .construction applic­
able to the. reconditioning of premises for occupation as farm 
houses and approved workers' houses shall be as· specified in the 
Fifth Schedule to these Regulations. 

5. 'The superfici:;tl area of a new farm house or approved 
worker's house shall be calculated in accordance with the method 
specified in the Sixth Schedule to th~se Regulations. 

6. The Ministry may assent· 'to the modification of, or 
departure from, these Regulations. 

Sealed with the Official Seal Of· the Ministry of Health and 
. Local Government this third qay Of July, One 

(L.S.) thousand ninehun~red and flfty .. s~x. 

(a) S.R. & O. 1951, No. 11l. 
(b) S.R. & O. 1952, No. 156. 

DehTa Parker, 
. Minister of Health and Local 

Government .. 
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FIRST SCHEDU.LE 

STANDARDS OF SITING 

Farmhouses 

(1) The minimum distances in this Schedule are prescribed without prejudice 
to the ,appli:cat1on of .any enactment or ibye-laJW, and shall be deemed to 
relate to measurements taken at right angles to the wall or walls of the 
house. 

(2) Distances from Adjacent Buildings: 
(a) The distance between any wall of the house ,and any adjacent 

building or structure not ,directly required for the purposes of the 
house sh'al1 be nOj; less than 20 feet. 

(b) Where the wall of the house ·contains a !princ~al window (Le.,·.a 
window providing the minimum lighting required in respect of a 
living room or a bedroom, or a kitchen or scuUery or a ground 'floor 
bathroom), ·and where the ·adjacent building or structure measures 
less than 10 feet from ground level to j;he eaves or the parapet, the 
distance shall !be not less than 35 ;feet. 

(c) Where the wall of the house ,contains a !principal window and where 
the adjacent bui:lding or structure measures more than 10·feet from 
ground level to' the eaves. or the parapet the distance shall be deter­
mined by the Minisj;ry in the light of the particular circumstances 
of the case. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

STANDARDS OF SITING 

Approved Workers' Houses 

(1) The minimum distances in this Schedule ,are prescribed without prejudice 
to the application of any enactment or bye-loaw, ,and shall be deemed to 
relate to measurements taken at right angles to the wall or wallis of the 
house. 

(2) The prescribed minimum distances shall apply in respect of rupproved 
workers' houses bunt ,as single-storey or two-storey dwellings. 

(3) For the purposes of these standards, the words "main front wall .. and 
"main front walls" shall be deemed to exclude porches and bay-windows; 
the words "main back wall" and "m,ain back walls" shall be deemed 
to exclude porches, bay-windows and one~storey projections or out­
buildings, but shaH be deemed to include projections or outbuildings 
having more than one storey. 

(4) There shall be p,rovlded a distance not less tlhan:- . 
(a) 50 feet between building lines; 
(b) 50 feet between main front walls; 
(c) 50 feet between main back walls; 
(d) 50 feet betweeri a main front walland a main back wall; 
(e) 35 feet between a main front wall, or a main back wall, 'and a gable 

(end) wall; and 
(1) 10 feet between a main front wall and ,a public road or footp'ath. 

(5) The distance between the main front wall, or the main back wall, of a 
house and a one-storey outbullding, structure or projection Which is 
outside the curtilage of the house and which is not more than 10 feet 
in height measured from ground level to eaves or parapet, Shall be not 
less than 35 feet, provided that, where the said height ,exceeds 10 feet 
the specific siting requirements shall be determined by the MinistrY 
having regard to the circumstances of the case. 



(6) 

(7) 

'(8) 
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The distance between gable (end) walls shall be not less than:­
(a) 8 feet where there are no windows or doors in the said walls; 
(b) 12 feet where in the said walls there are doors, or windows which 

,are not required to be taken into account for the purrposes of com­
pliance with Paragraph ,(11) ill the Third Schedule of these 
Regruations, or which do not serve bathrooms on the ground floor; 
,and 

(c) 20 feet in all other c,ases. 
The average distance 'between the rear boundary' of the curtilage and 
the main back w,all shall be not less -than ~O ~eet. 
Houses shall be sited within ,a distance o~ 200 feet from a lane,way or 
roadway and shan be connected therewith by means of a properly 
constructed pathway. 

THIRD S,CHEDULE 

STANDARDS OF AOCOMMODATION 

Farmlwuses and Approved Workers' Houses 

(1) The standards in this Schedule are ,prescri'bed without prejudice to the 
,application of ,any ena'ctment or bYe-law. ' 

(2) In, c'alculating floor areas for the purposes of these standards, the 
measurements shall be taken to the unfinished wall surfaces (the 
normal thickness of plaster, if any, being ,assumed), so as to include 
,the ,areas of built-in cupboards or presses having a minimum head-room 
of six feet six inches, and to exclude the areas of chimney breasts, 
larder, 'hot press, or stair bulkheads less than six feet six inches from 
the ceiling or floor. 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Where ,aocommodation is provided wholly or partly in the roof space 
any area having a ceiling height of less than 5 feet (measured from 
flopr level to the ceiling, and where there is 11,0 ceilin,g, to the underside 
of the raf,ters or joists) shall be eX!cluded. ' , 
Living Room and Ki,tchen or Sc.zlllery Accommodation. 
(ci) The combined floor ,area, of the living room and kitchen or scullery 

,accommodation shall be not less than:- . 
(i) in the case of one living room, 215 square feet; 

(ii) in the case of two living rooms, 315 square feet; and 
(iii) in the case o~ three living rooms, 415 square feet; 
provided that the floor area of a living room shall be not less than 
100 square feet. 

(b) The kitchen or scullery ,accommodation shall contain ,a suitable 
sink and draining board. 

Bedroom Accommodation. 
(a) The floor area of the bedroom accommodation shall be not less 

than:- . 
(1) in the case of one bedroom, 120 square feet; 

(ii) in the case of two bedrooms, 210 square feet; 
(iii) in the case of thr~e bedrooms, 275 square feet· 
(iv) in the c'ase of four bedrooms, 355 square feet; ~nd 
(v) in ,the 'case of five bedrooms, 435 square feet· 

provided that the floor are'a of a bedroom shall' be not less tlian 
65 square feet. _ 

(b) The sole means of ,access to a bedroom shall not be ,through another 
bedroom and the~e shaH not be ,any direct access between 
a bedroom and a kItchen or scullery. 

Ceiling Height's. ' , 
(a) The ceiling height 'C?f 'a Hvin,g room, bedroom or the kitchen or 

'scullery accommodatlOn shall ,be not'less th'an seven feet six inches. 
(b) Where acc<m?-mod,at~on is provided 'wholly or partly in the roof 

space, the 'SaId 'accommodation, to the extent of not less than ha:lf 
of the .floor area thereof, calculated in 'accordance with Paragraph 
2 of t~[S .Sch:edule, sih<all have a cei11ng ih<ei,ght of not less :1lh,a,n, seVIeD. 
feet SlX fiches. . . 
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(6) Facilit.ies jor Cooking, jar Heating oj Water, and jor Artificial Lighting. 
(a) Cooking. 

A suit8ible solid fuel cooking appliance shan be provided unless 
electricltyor g,as services are availa:ble 1p. WAich case .arrangements 
for the installation of a suitable electric or gas cooker may be 
substituted. 

(b) Heating oj Water . 
. Where a piped water supply is av,aila:ble, a suitalble hot water 

circulating system shan be provided. 
(c) Artificial Lighting. 

Where electr1city services are available, sufficient points fot the 
adequate lighting of each room, compartment, ,and passage shall 
be provided. . 

(7) Room Heating. .. 
(a) Where solid .fuel will be the principa:l source of heating, a fireplace 

shall be provided in the livIng room, or, in the case of two or more 
living rooms, in the principal 'living room. In addition, there shall 
be provided in the living room or rooms, other than the principal 
living room, and in the first or second bedro~m, either:-

(1) a fireplace; 
(ii) som,e other fixed means of proviqing adequate heating; or 
(iii) an electric or gas service connection .to which a heating 

:appUance can be conveniently connected provided services are 
aV'ailable. 

(b) Where solid f\lel will not !be ,the iPr1n:cip,al source ,of heating, 
the h'eatiJ:):g arrangements and the provision 'oromissibn of fireplaces 
sha:U be determined by the Mini:strY8iccording to the circumstances 
of the particular c·;1se. 

(8) Larder Accommodation. 
Larder a:ccommodation, having a minimum fioor space of 4 squ!),re feet 
and a minimum. height of 6 feet 6 inches, ,and with ,adequate shelving 
·and effective means of permanent ventilation directly to the outside 
air, shall be provided within the house. 

(9) Cupboard Accommodation. . 
In addition to the larder and hot press, cupboard a'ccommod·ation with 
adequate shelving shall be provided to afford, as a minimum:-
(a) 30 cubic feet in respect o~ all bedrooms; ,and 
(b) 14 cUibic feet other than in respect of bed,rooins. 

(10) Shel1,iJng, etc .. 
. There 'sha:lil ,be provtded:-

(a) shelving (in laddition to shelving presc'ribed for 1a:rder and cup­
boards), having :a minImum area of six ,square feet, either in a living 
room or in the kitchen or scuHery 'a:ccommocl'at1:on; and 

(b) adequate 'arrangements f.or hanging hats 'and coats. 
(11) WindOWS. 

(a) '!1he window 'glass area shall be, in. the cruse of a living room, or 
the kitchen or scullery ac'c'Ommocl'ation, not less than on e-'eighth , 
'and, in the case Of a 'bedro'om, not less than one-tenth, of the 
fioor 'area of the said rO'om oraccommodatiort. 

(b) Where the ceiling height Is not less than eight feet, the distance 
from the floor to the bottom of the lintel of a windoW' which is 
required to ·be taken into !ac'count f'Or the purrp'Oses of the sub­
paragraph immediateJly preceding shall ·be not lessth'an six feet 
six lnciles. 

(0) Where the ceiling height is less than eight feet, the distance from 
the floor to the 'bottom of the lintel of a windoW' which is required 
to be taken into 'acc'O'unt for the purpo1!e's of sub-par~graph (a) 
shall be not less than 'Six {eet. 

(12) storage Accommodation. . 
. (a) Space, nonnally 4 ,feet 6 inches by 2 feet, capable 'Of accommodating 

a perambU}ator, shall be proviq,ed on the ground fioor and free 
of pass·ages, :1:t being .as1!umed that· a ·minimum width ·of two feet 
nine inches is required for the purposes of .a llassage. 


