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'The superficial area of 'a house shall be calculated in accordance with the 
following provisions,:-

(1) Subject to .paragr,aphs ,2 to 8 of th~s, Shedule, t.he supertidal' 
area, shall be tlhe whole 'area measured to the unfinished wall surf'a;ces ,(the 
liQrn'lalthickness Qlfplas~e~, U,ap.y, peing'assumed), withrn the exterm:i.lor 
containing walls, s6 'aJS t'o include the area 'of partitions, chimney breasts, 
bay windows and similar space, and, in the c'ase of 'l:J. house of more than 
one storey, shall be thecoml:iirred areas, as so measured, Oof the several 
storeys. ' 

(2) In the case of fiats; the space occupied by '3: staircase shall not be 
included. ' 

(3) The area of accommodation provided in a basement or in an attic 
or, storey formed in the roof space shall be included withollt regar,d to the 
use' to, ,Which the said accommodation may be -intended to be put, provided 
that the area of so much of the said accommoda,tion as has a ceilip.g height 
Oof less thai15 feet (measured from the fioor level to the ceiling, and where 
there lis no 'ceiling, to the underside 'of the ra:ftersor joists) shall be 
e:ll:cluded. An 'area Which is lighted by a dormer window, or to which there 
is !access by means of 'a door, or u:ll:e' froor of which is boarded (apart from 
neceSS8,rY boarding over ceiling joists to provide gangway between tr8!pdoor 
arid the water storage tank) shall be regarded 'SIS an; 'area of accommodation. 

'(4) The area of 'a porch, or where there is more than one poreh, the 
combined area of the porches sh'all pe inc'luded, ,e:ll:cept 'so much of the 
said area as does not exceed 20 squar~ feet. 
, (5) The area of 'a verandah, or where there is more than one verandah, 

the 'combined area of ,the verand!J.hs shall be included, except so much of 
the s~id area, 'as ,does not exceed 30 .square ,feet. 

(6) The are'a of a garage outside the external or 'contaIning waHs of the 
ho'use shall 'be included, except so Ihiich of the said area as does not exceed 
160 square feet. " 

(7) ~he area of a fuel store provided.. within the external or' cOontaining 
walls of the Ihouse shall be included, excEl'pt so much of the said are'a 'alS doe'S 
not exceed 10 square feet. 

(8) The area of 'a store or other 'outbuilding prov:i!ded 0utsi:de the external 
or 'containing walls of ~he house shall 'be included, except s'o much of the 
said area 'SIS does nOot exceed 30 'square feet. , r 

Schemes for the Erection of Houses for OWner Occupation 
REGULATIONS, DATED 6TH' JUNE,' 1956, MADE Br THE MINISTRY 

OF HEALTH AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER THE HOUSING (No.2) , 
ACT {NORTHERN I~ELA:ND}, 1946., ( 

1956. No. 95;', [C] 
T,he Minis:try of Health and Local Go.V'ernment (in these 

Regulatiolls .referred to ,~s" the Minj~try ".), i:nexercise of the, 
powers ,conferred, upon'it 'Oy the Housing (No.2) Act (Northern 
Ire'land,), 1946 (in these Regulations referred to, as "theAJCt '~), 
hereby'makes the foHowing Regul!ations:-

, 1.-(1) These Regulations,may be cited as the Housing (Owner 
OCCUpation) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1956, and shall came 
into operation on tbe first day of July; nineteen hundred and 
fifty-six. J-

(2) in, these Regulations the expression" appropriate local 
authority" me/ans the liocal authority flor the area in which 
the housing ,a'ccommod'ation is to be provided. 

, , 
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2. The following Regulations are hereby revoked:-
The Ho.using (Owner Occup.atiDn) Regulations (Northern 

Ireland), 1952(a), and t 

The Housing (Owner OccupatiDn) (Amendment) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland), 1952(b). ' 

3. A persDn desirlOus Df provi,ding himself with hDusing 
aocDmmodatiDn, Dr a persDn who wishes to' erect hDuses f.or sale 
to' persDns desirDus Df prDviding themselves with such aCicom­
mod;atilOn, under the provisio.ns IOf the Act, shall submit prDpDsals 
to' theapprDpriate IDcal authDrity in accDrdance with the 
pr.ovisiDns D;e Schedule I to' these RegulatiDns. 
,4. It snaIl be a cDndition Df approval .to. any prDposals sub­

mitted to', a lO'oal authDrity under sectiDn six Df the Act that 
the ,suandards as .tD siting, :acc.omlmDdwtiDn and .cDnstructiDn 
which are speeified in .schedules II, III and IV of these Regula­
tiDns (in these RegulatiDns ref,erred t.o as "the prescribed 
standards") :and the methDd of measuring the superfici'al area 
which is specified in Schedule V Df these RegulatiDns, 'are 
observed. The payment o'f grants under the .Act tDwards the 
C.ost of, the prDvisiDn of any aocDmm.odatiDn provided thereunder 
shall be subJeot to' cDmpliance ,fith the presertbed standards. 

5. The Ministry may assent to' the mDdificat~Drt of or 
departure fr.om the pr.ovisiDns Df these RegulatiDns. 

S. Any questiDns which may arise as to' the intelipretatiDn .of 
these Regulati.ons shall be referred to, and determined by, the 
Ministry, whDse decisiDn shall be final. 

7. Any house in respect .of~which a grant is payable Dr has 
been paid under Part III Df the Ad shall during ereetion and 
fDr a peri.od .of five years next after the date of payment of the 
gmnt be Dpen to inspecti.on by any duly authDrised officer of 
the 16c'al authDrity Dr .of the Ministry. 

8. The lDcal authDrity in WhDSe area h.ouses are proP.osed to 
be built may, if they ISO' desire, require the,rupplicant to give an 
undertaking, in writing,tD pay to' them, in resperct .of any 
expenses incurred by them in the examinatiDn df plans and any 
Dther wDrk inVDlved in cDnnectiDn wi·th theappUcation, a fee 
nDt eXiceeding £1 18. 'Od. (one guinea) in respect Df each hDuse: 
pr.ovided, hDwever, that where less than three h.ouses are to' be 
erected in acc.ordance with any .one hDuse type, plan, the 
minimum fee chargeable in respec;!t of thDse hiQuses shall be 
£3 38. Od. (three guine.as). , 

The fees shallibe payal::l.e to' the local authDrity prior to' the 
iS,sueDf Certificates" % A", Dr" O/OD ", as the-case may be. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of tbe Ministry of Health and 
Local GDvernment this sixth day of June, 

(U.S.) On,e thousand nine hundred ;and fifty-six, iIi the 
presence of 

(a) S.R. & O. 1952, No 3; 

Dehra Parker, 
Minister of Health and 

Lecal GDvernment. 

(b)S.R. & O. 1~52, No. 143. 
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PART I: Procedure in the case where a person wishes to erect a hOu,se 
for his6w.n. occupation. 

1. A person who desires to erect a house for his own occupation under 
the provisions of the .Act shall as a first step give notice, in writing. to ~he 
appropriate local authority; this notice shall 'be accompanied by locatIOn 
plan, in triplicate toa scale of 1/2500, 'suita;bly 'coloured to show the proposed 
site in a clear relation to existing development in the area: the plan must 
be such that the site can e3:sily be identified therefrom. 

2. On receipt of written intimation from the local authority that the 
latter is prepared to ·consider proposals, when submitted in tJhe manner 
hereinafter prescribed, there shaH 'be forwarded to the authority the under-
mentioned documents in triplicate:- . 

(a) House Plans. 
Complete house plans (with sections Jand elevations) of. the' house 
proposed .to be erected. to' a scale of one inch to four feet. 
These plans :are to 'be .fully dimensioned, and must show the 'areas 
of the rooms (to indicate' compliance with.' the prescribed 
standards): they must 'be 'coloured, or section lined, and full details 
of 'construction. plumbing and drainage, and generally the nature 
of the ·different materials, milst be described thereon. 

(b)· Specification. '. . 
A complete and detailed specification of all the works proposed. 

3. Subject to the proposals complying with' the requirements of these 
Regulations, the local authority shall issue, to the 'Person who has submitted 
the proposals, a Certificate (Certifi~ate "0/0 A") in the form 'appended to 
this Schedule returning one set of· the plans and specification with the 
approval of the local 'authority duly endorsed the.reon. A copy of Certificate 
" % A "s11-8;11 be' sent by the local authority to the Ministry, together with 
one COpy of the location plan and of the house plan. 

4. The erection of 'a house under ·the Act shall not be commenced until 
a Certificate "0/0 A" 1b,as 'been received f.rom the local ,au~hority .(,accom­
panied 'by the approved plans andSpecificatiQn). 

5. Before the foundations of a house are laid notification shall be sent 
to the local authority in ~he fQqn provided on Certificate "0/0 A" 
intimating that it is' pl;oposed to lay the foundations, and specifying the 
date on <which it is intended to lay them. The 10c·al Jauthority in turn shall 
forward the notification to the Ministry. . . 

6. :From;time to time eluring !the !Gourse of construction, the Jk)ca'l 
authority shall 'cause the hous'e to be inspected by .a duly authorized officer .. 

7. When the erection of a house has ,been 'completed, the person Who 
submitted the 'Proposals shall forthwith notify, in writing, the local authority 
and at tl1e same time shaH state whether any alterations have taken place 
in the original siting, in whicp event .. an amended location plan to a scale 
of 1/2500 must accompany the notification. If the authority is satiSfied 
that the erection ·of the house has beel?- complet~d in a proper and workman­
like manner, and in accordance with the prescribed standards and conditions 
it shall issue a Certificate" % B", which shall be in the form 'appended 
t9 this Schedule. . 

8. The g,rant for which 'a person who has erected a house 'under approved 
proposals is' eligible shall be payable by the local authority as soon as 
practicable following the receipt of the form of claiin forming part of the 
Certificate" % B" .in respect of that house. 

9 
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9. The local :authority shall forward to the Ministry after the p'ayment 
of 'a .grant in r,espect of a house a 'Certificate (Certificate "0/0 C") and 
claim (which shall be in the form 'appended to this Schedule) for the 
recoupment to the authority of the 'appropriate sum, payable by the Ministry 
under the provisions of the Act, which sum shall (subject to the provisions 
of paragraph ten of this Schedule) 'be paid to the local authority as soon as' 
reason8ibly practicable after receipt of Certificate" % C", provided that 
the Ministry is satisfied that the' statutory ;and prescribed conditions have 
been complied with in respect of that house. 

10. Cerificate "0/0 C" shall be subject to certification by the Local 
Government Auditor 'after payment has been made by the Ministry. 

PART II: Procedure in the 'case where 'a person erects houses for sale 
to persons requir'Lng the accommodation for their own occupation. 

11. A person who desires to erect a house, or houses, for sale under the 
provisions of the A:ct (hereinafter l'eferied to as "the owner") shall, as 'a 
,first step, give notice, in writing, to the appropriate local author:ity stating 
the number of houses proposed to 'be built; this notice shall be accompanied 
by location plans in triplicate, to a scale Of 1/2500, suitably coloured to show 
the proposed site, or sites" in a clear relation to existing development 
in the area: the plan must be such that the site, or sites, can easily be 
identified therefrom. 

12. On receipt of written intimation from the local authority that the 
latter is prepared to consIder ,a scheme, When sU!bmitted in the manner 
hereinafter prescri'bed, the owner shall forward to the 'authority the under­
mentioned documents in triplicate:-

(a) Layout Plan and Sections for Roads and Services. 

(b) 

A plan, to 'a scale of 1/500 (together with the necessary cross and 
longitudinal sections to a convenient scale) clearly showing the 
proposed'roads and public footpaths, sewers"and drains, water and 
gas mains, electrical transmission lines and cables, all related to 
cop.tours and other ground levels, and also to existing roads and 
services. 

This layout plan may not be required if all the information 
concerning roads and services is inclUded in the general layout 
plan referred to next. . 

General Layout Plan. 
A plan, to a scale of 1/500, clearly showing-
(a) the proposed hOlJses (suitrubly identified by type and number' 

of each type) and other 'buildings, l'oads and footpaths; 
(b) the site number allotted to each house; 
(c) the boundaries of the site; 
(d) by colour, or otherwise, the different features' of the layout, 

e.g., house blocks, roads 'and footpaths, open spaces, etc.; 
(e) existing buildings whfch adjoin the site or are to remain 

on the site; '. 
'(f) ,existing natural features, such as trees, hedgesanq $treams'; 
(g) 'contours 'an,d necessary spot levels; . 
(h) all dimensions necessary to indicate compliance with the 

prescribed ,standards, e.g., 'distances between house 'blocks 
etc.;' " 

(i) widths of carriageways 'and footpaths. 
In circumstances where it would not be practic'ruble to show 

the full gerier.al layout po 1/500 scale on one drS!wing, the layout 
may be broken into sectIons, to a scale of 1/500 with if necessary 
a. ~ey plap. toa convenient sCI:\:le ," " ., 
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(e) House Plans. 
Complete house plans, to a scale of one inch to four feet, with 
sectionS" and· elevations of each "Of the types of houses proposed 
to be erected. These plans 'a1'e to .be ful:ly dimensioned, and must 
show the areas of "the rooms (to indicate compliance 'with the 
prescr~bed standards): .tl1ey must ·be colo1,l·r.ed, or section lined, 
and full details of construction, plumbing and drainage and, 
generally,the nature of the different materials, iUustbe"described 

. thereon. Incases where it Is proposed to arrange houses of 
ditIerentty.pes in 'blocks, it will, generally:, be necessary to submit 

. additional .drawings to a convenient sc'ale showing plans and 
elevations .of the proposed arrangement. 

(d)Specijication. 
A complete and deta:iled specification for­
(a) roads and services; and 
<iJ) honses and other immediate site workf;l, including approach 

. paths ·and fencing, gates, etc. 

13. Subject to the scheme complying with the requirements of these 
Regul'atlons, the i'ocal'authorlty shall' issue to the owner a Certificate 
('Qertific::),te "·0/0 D "), in. the form appended to this Schedule, and return 
oile set of the plans 'and specification with the approv!1l of the local author~ty 
dulY.endorsed thereon. A copy of Qertificate "0/0 D'" shall' be sent by the 
local authority to, the Ministry, together' with one copy ·of the loc!!,tion 
plan, the ogenerallayout plan and the house plans. 

14. The erection of houses under the Act shall not be commenced until 
a Certificate" % D'" has been received. from the loc!:l,l 'a1,lthority (accom-
pan~ed Iby the 'apprbrved ,pl'ans 'and, speciftc'ations). . 

15. Before the foundations of . a house are laid the owner shall send a 
notification to the 100cal 'authority in the form provided on Oertificate 
"0/0 D" intimating that it is proposed to l!:l,y ·.the foundations, and 
specifying t'b,~ date oOIi which it is intended to lay them. The local authority 
in turn shall forward the notification to the Ministry. . 

16. From time to time during the course of construction, the local 
authority shall C!111Se the. house. to be inspected.. j:)y a duly authorized 
officer. . " 

17. When the erection of a house has been completed, the owner shall 
forthwith notify, .in writing, the local 'authority and at the same time shall 
state whether any alterations have taken place in the original siting, in 
which event,an amended location plan to "a scale ocr: 1/2500 must accompany 
the notification. 1:f the authority is satisfied that the erection of the house 
has ,been 'completed in a proper and workmanlike manner and in ac.cordance 
with the . prescribed standards and conditions, it shall issue a Certificate 
" % 'E." to the owner, which shall be in t:q:e form 3ippended to this Schedule. 

18. The grant, for which 'an owner Who has erected a house under an 
approved scheme is eligible, shall be payable by the local authority as soon 
as pra:ctfcable foHowing the receipt of the form of claim forming part of 
the Certific'ate "0/0 E" in respect or,tnat house. 

19.. 'l;'he local 'authority shall forward to the Ministry aft'erthe paYl:n~nt 
of a grant in respect 0f a house·a Certificate (Certificate "0/0 F") ·and 
claim (which shall be in );he fOrm 'appel1ded ta this Schedule),' .far tlie 
recoupment to the authority .of the appropriate sum, payable by the Ministry 
under the provisions of theA-ct. 'whicq f;l~l1). sha)l (subject to the provisions 
of parag.raph 20 of this ·SchEldule) P.e paid to. the local' authority as 
soon as reasonably practi'ca:ble :a:fter receipt of Certificate" % F", provided 
that the Ministry is s!!-tisfied that the statutory and prescribed condItions­
h!l.ve been complied with, 1:n .:ref;lpect of that house. 

20. Cer,tifiqate" 0/0· Ii''' s1).a11 be subject tocertificatian by the Local 
Government . .I\uCli~6r: after .payment has been· made by. the MinIstry .. 


