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Accredited Poultry Farms Scheme 

. SCHEME, DATED 19T~ MAncH, 1956, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE UNDER SECTIONS 9 AND 10 OF THE AGRICULTURE ACT. 
(NORTHER;N: IRELAl'tD), 1949(a). . 

1956. No. 40 

The.Minlstryo! Agriculture for North,erh Ireland by v~rtue and 
in. exercise of the powers conferred on it by . sub-section' (1) of 
section nine and sub-section (3) of section ten of the Agriculture 
Act (Northern Irel~nd), 1949, and of every other power enabling 
it in that behalf and with the approval of the Ministry of Finance, 
hereby makes the Joilowing Scheme;~ , 

Citation and Commencement 
1 .. This Scheme may be cited as the Accredited Poultry Farms 

(Northern Ireland) Schem~., 1956 l:md .shall come into operati()n 
on the nineteenth day ot April, 1956. ' . 

Definitions . 
2.' in this Scheme, urtless tpe cQntext otherwise requires,-

"Ministry" means the Ministry of AgricultRre for :t'iorthern 
Ireland. . ' 

"poultry" means.domestic fowl. 
".accredited" means approved by the Ministry jnaccord­

ance with this Scheme, and "accreditation" shall be .. 
construed accord~ngly. . .. 

" authorised I' means alitllorisedby tl),e Ministry. 
"heavy 'breeds" and" light breeds" ./have the ~eanl~ 

commo·nly accepted by poultry keepers. Examples of 
heavy breeds are Rhode Island Red, White Wyaridotte$; 
Light Susse;x,Euft'~ock ap,Q. 13arred ,~ck;, and, of light 

. breeds are White Legn,orn, Black Leghorn,. Br.own 'Leghorn 
,and Anco,na. " 

"poultry advisory orucer " means poultry advisory officer 'of 
the Ministry. ;. 

,. ," 

(a) 1949, Co 2. 
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Register ot Accredited Farms , 
3. With the object· of aiding, improving and developing the 

breeding of poultry and with a view to promoting the breeding 
and distribution of stocks thereof free from disease a register of 
"farms in Northern Ireland called " Accredited Farms" on which 
the stock has been found to be satisfactory shall be prepared and 
kept by the Ministry but the Ministry cannot accept responsibility 
for eggs or birds supplied by the owners of such farms. 
AiJpiication for Registration 

4. Application for registration shall be made to the Ministry 
iii the form or to' the effeet stated in the First Schedule on or 
before the 12th May, 1956, or such later date as the Ministry 
may allow, and shall be accompanied by a fee of 10/-. If the farm 
shall not be provisionally approved for accreditation in accord­
auce with Article 5 the fee shall be returned but if otherwise it 
shail be retained. 
Provisional Approval 

5. Provisional approval may be granted' to each applicant 
whose farm, stock and equipment, subject to blood test o'f stock, 
are, in the opinion of the Ministry, suitable for accreditation and 
'comply wlth the ·conditions .for provisional approval as set out in 
the Second Schedule. 
Blood Testing 

6. All the birds on the farm of an appUcant to whom 
provisional approva,.! is 'accorded shall be blood-tested for 
'bacillary white diarrhoea as laid down in the Third Schedule. 

The testing shall be carried out free of charge by an 
authorised officer and adequate assistance shall be provided by 
the applicant when the blood samples are being taken. 

No blood testing other than that· carried out by the 
Ministry shall be recognised for the purposes of this Scheme. 
Accreditation , 

7. A provisionally approved farm on which the entire stock 
has been blood-tested during the summer and autumn of 1956 
and is free from. reactors to the test for bacillary white diarrhoea 
inaccorq.ance with the conditions specified in the Third Schedule 
shall be accredited in 'One of the grades A, B, or 0, defined in the 
Fourth Schedule, provided that . 
, (a) the stock appears to an authorised officer to be other-

wise healthy; 
(b) th~ breeding stock has been selected by an authorised 

officer who has also marked with sealed and numbered 
leg bands supplied by the Ministry the birds selected 
'for pure-bred matings. . 

Accreditation. will, unless Withdrawn, remain in force until 
30th:November, 1957. 
Oonditions to be observed by owners 'ot Accredited Poultry Farms 

8.-(1) (a) A~l eggs 'sold for hatching shall 'be stamped with a 
stamp supplied. by the Ministry and the sale or 
distribution of hatching eggs shan not begin until 
the stamp is received. The stamp shall be returned 
to the Ministry not later than 8th June, 1957, and 
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will not be reissued until the conditions at Article 7 
above have been complied with. " 

A person whosefa·rm. has -been. provisiona~ly 
a,pproveQ:shall. not advertise the ,sale :qf .'.~ggs. or 
chickI' until' after the egg stamp hal' heenreceived. 
All -advertisements shall include a reference, tQ. the 
nurnber on the stamp. 

"(b) Eggs less ·than 2 oz. in weight, over sized'eggs, badly 
shaped eggs and eggs ha:ving tq.tn or rough shells 
shall notj:)e sold or distributed for hatching. . 

(0) Eacq. consignment of b,atching eggs or Of day-olo. . 
chicks shall be' a,ccompallied by a, dated, delivery 
note, which &nail s~ow tne number of eggs or ()f 
chicks in the ,consignment. This note Shall be made 
out ih duplicate, be signed by the owner of the farm 
or his representative, and be stamped with.the egg 
stamp. The duplicate of each delivery note shall be 
filed at the farm and be available for irispeetion by 
authorised officers. Supplies df this delivery note . 
shall be issued bY the Ministry with the egg 'stamp 
and record bOoks; 

(d) Caref'I;l1 records shall be kept, in the book supplied 
by the' Miriistry for the purpose,o! the' number of 
eggs produced each day by the mated.birds (pure-­
bred and first-cross sepa,rately) and of all sales of 
hatching; eggs, chJck.s and ·st.ock birds. Deaths 
among the adult birds due to disease shall alSo be 
recorded .. Sales and ProdUction Record Bpoks shall 
be ;returned to the Ministry not later than 8th June, 
1957:, In the case of sales the records shall 
include:~ .' " . . 

(I) the da,te on which supplied; 
(II) name and address of purchaser; 

(III) number of eggs, chicks, etc., of e.acl), breed 
supplied. . 

( e) The farm, stQck' ,and recordS. shall be open to 
inspection by an authorised officer at a1,ly re3..$Op­
aJble tirp:e' which may ,be o1l:tside ordinary working 
hours .. 

(f) When birds :which carrytlle official sea,led and 
numbered leg bands referred to in Article 7(b) are 
being sold or otherwise: djsposed Of frOm th.e farm, 
except when Sold to another accredited farm, the 
said leg bands $haJlbe removed and sent to the 
poultry advisory' offiGer. ,Wheri birds which carry 
official 'sealed 'and numbered leg bands are sold' to 
another" accre(iited farm, the poultry. ~dvisOl;'Y 
officer shall be adv:ised o'f the numbers on their leg 
·bands,. in order that· the official Stock Registers'of 
these farms may be accurately maintained. 

(g) Each farmaccredit,ed shall be a breeding station 
,and .the. owner shalf ,breed, hatch· and rear the 
replacements.'for the b:reed·~ng pens·in subsequent 
years. . ", . 

1 

I 
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, (h) Hens for pure-bred mating shall have completed at 
least one year's laying and shall have been hatched 
not later than 3.1st March, ,1955, in tne case of heavy 

, breeds, and not later than 30th April, 1955, in the 
case of light breeds. At least 48 hens of the principal 
breed on the farm, or 36 hens in the case of a breeder 

'who is specialising in pedigree breeding shall be 
mated for the production of pure-bred chicks and 
not'more than one further pure breed or variety of 
a breed may be mated on any farm. If a second 
breed or varietybf a breed is kept, at least 36 hens 
of the breed or variety shall be mated for pure-bred 
chicks. :tn the case o'f heavy breeds, the pure-bred 
matingsshall be maintained at full-strength until 
.at least 1st January, 1957,and in the case of light 
breeds until at least 15th April, 1957, provided that 
the Ministry may in the light of prevailing circum­
stances vary these dates, 

(i) The owner of an accredited poultry farm shall not 
obtain eggs, ·chicks or other birds other than from a 
source approved by the Ministry. 

,(1) Additional birds shall not be brought into the 
breeding pens after they have been selected and 
arranged, without the consent of the poultry 
advisory officer. 

(k) Birds for the production of pure-,bred chicks shall 
be effiCiently separated from those mated for first 
crosses. ' 

(l) Where any mortality occurs on an accredited farm 
the' owner shall forward the carcase or carcases 
immediately to the Veterinary Research Division, 
Ministry of Agriculture, The Farm, stormont, 
Belfast, ,fo!' examinatlon and report, accompanied 
by a document bearing the accredited farm stamrp~ 

'(m) The use' o'f artificial light to iliuminate the houses, 
in which breeding stock and potential breeding 
stock is accommodated shall not be permitted. 

(n) Where an accredited farm is sold, the egg stamp 
shall be returned to the Ministry by the, person to 
whom it was issued. 

(0) There shall be no ordinary 'fowl, other than the 
birds in the accredited flocks, on an laccredited 
farm. 

The owner of an accredited farm or any person. 
residing in his house shall not keep birds on 
another farm other than an accredited farm, nor 
shall any person residing in the same house as the 
owner of an accredited farm keep birds of a breed 
or breeds differing from those on the home farm so 
that taken together there shall be birds of more 
than two breeds kept by the persons residing in the 
same house. 
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(p) The matings as arranged at the beginning of the 
season shall remain unchanged until at least the 
1st J'anuary, 1957, subject to the proviso to 
paragraph (h) of this Article. 

(q) Flocks may be mated for the production of first cross 
eggs or chicks only as prescribed in the Fifth 
Schedule. 

(r) A fiock of birds o,f the breed or breeds approved ,for 
accreditation in the current year may be kept for 
commercial egg production in a deep litter house 
only as prescribed in the Sixth SchedUle. 

(8) Stock cockerels or eggs or chicks from which 
primarily to raise stock cockerels shall only be 
brought on to an accredited poultry farm as 
provided in the Seventh Schedule. 

(t) The owner of an accredited poultry farm shall not 
vary the arranged breeding programme without 
consulting the poultry advisory officer and normally 
the introduction of a new breed shall be approved 
only once in five years. 

(u) It shall be the duty of the owner' Of an accredited 
farm to maintain the stock and equipment to the 
satisfaction of the Ministry in accordance with the 
practice of good poultry husbandry and at the 
appropriate times to carry out, so far as is reason­
ably practicable in the Ministry's opinion, such 
disinfection and fumigation as may be specified in 
the Ministry's Leafiet No. 59 or in any subsequent 
general directions issued by the Ministry from time 
to time. 

(2) Failure by the owner of an accredited ,farm to observe 
any of the conditions in this Article or to comply with the con­
ditions of any of the Schedules to this Scheme shall be sufficient 
ground for the Ministry to remove the farm from the said 
Register." . 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agriculture 
for Northern Ireland this nineteenth day of March, 

(L.S.) nineteen hundred and fifty-six, in the presence of 

J. C. Baird" 
Assistant Secretary. 

The Ministry of Finance hereby approves of the foregoing 
Scheme. 

(L.S.) 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministryo'f Finance ;for 
Northern. Ireland. this nineteenth day of MarCh, 
nineteen hundred and fifty-six, .in the presence of 

C. J. Bateman, 

. Assistant Secretary. 


