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'Given under my hand this twentY-fourth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred aI},d fifty-five. 

R. Moore, 
Minister' of Agriculture. 

,Poisonous. Substances 

REGUL'ATIONS DATED 26TH lViAY, 1955, MADE BY THE ;MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE UNDER SECTION 10 OF THE AGRICULTURE 
(POISONOUS SUBSTANCES) ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), "1954. 

1955.' No. 93. [0] 

, 'The Minister of Agriculture for Northern Ireland in exercise 
of the ,powers, 'coriferr,ed upon him by Sectiol;110 of the Agriculture 
(Poisonous, Substances) Act (Northern Ire1and), 1954(a) .and of 

. ,every otper .power enabling him in that behalf, :and after con,­
sultation with such organisations as appear to- him to repre&ent 
the interests concerned, hereby makes, the following regula­
tions,:~ 

Short title and commencement 
, 1., . These regulations, which may be cited as tl:!.e Agriculture' 

(Poisonous Substances) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1955, 
sh~H ·come into operation' on the twenty-seventh day of May 
nineteen hundred' and fifty-five. 

InterpretatiOn 
2;---':"(1) In these reguhLtions, unless the context otherwise 

requires, the following expressions have the meanings hereby 
respectively assigned to them:-

. ',. 

"the Act" means the' Agriculture' (Poison6UI) Substances) 
Act (Northern Ireland), 1954; .. 

" aerosol ,dispe,nser" means a spraying apParatulS so con­
. stl;ucted' that the ma}ority of the partlc;les Qf the spray 
nileas~d ther,e'i-rom ,are less than 'eighty'. microns in 

, 'diameter; 
'! 'agricl,llture " has the meaning .assigned to it by section 11 

·of the Act and" agricultural" shall be construed accord-
ingly; , " , 

.".agri'cultural unit" means'land whtch'is occupied as'a unit 
. foor agrtcul tural purposes; 

" greenhouse" includes any endoseq building or, erection 
in whieh plants are grown; . . " -. ~ . 

"grQund:;'crQ:p" means any crop grown: in the ground. and 
rinclu<;les the plant on which .thecrop is grown, but does not 
include bushes, climbing plan-tsor ·trees; or the crops grown 
thereon; . . 

(a) 2.& 3 Eliz. 2. c. 5. 
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"inspector" means. an inspectar appainted by the Minister 
for the exe,cutian af the A~t~ 

"Minister" means the Minister af Agriculture for NOTthern 
Ireland; 

"protective .clothing" means the clathing and equipment 
required by these regulatians to. be warn, and references in 
these regulations to articles af pratective clothing af which 
there are definitians in paragraph 1 af Part'I af the First 
Schedule shall be construed as references to the 
protective clothing so de.fined; 

" Ismake-generatar " includes any device by means af which 
a specified substance is thermally distributed by a heater. 
campasi tian; , , 

. "specified substance" means any such substance to. which 
the Ad applies as is specified in the first calumn of the 
Secand Schedule and any prep~ratians or mixtures 
canta~ning any such subrstance, but shall not include a 
substance cantaining nat mare than five per cent; by weight 
of DNe or din'Oseb where the purpase for which it is used 
is as an insecticide; f 

"spraying apparatus", includes any apparatu~ ar device 
through ·or by means of which a specified substance is 
discharged ar released, after being extracted from the ta,n;k 
ar container in which it is for the time being stared; , 

"wetter" means a ·chemical agent which when added to a 
specified' ,substance promates 'On the 'surface af a salid 
. (ipcluding rubber) the formatien ofa continuous liquid 

, film;, . 

"warker" means a person employed under a cantract of 
service ar apprentice,ship-

(a) in connection with the use in agriculture· of a specified 
substance; or 

(b) 'on land en Which a specified substance isbe-ing or: has 
been used in agriculture, 

and "employer" means the emplayer 'of such a person. 

(2) In these regulations the abbreviated 0'1' common name 
of a specified substance as mentianed in the· second column of the 
Second Schedule means the specified substance mentioned 
opposite thereto in the first column thereof. ' 

(3) Paragraph 2 of Part I of the First Schedule 
shall have effect for the purpose of defining the· expressions 
".specified substance in capsule .form" and "ground marker " 
Used in Part II o'f that Schedule. . 

Operations prohibited except when protective clothing is worn 
3.-(1) A worker shall not, and his employer shall not require 

or permit him to carry out any such operationsl as are' mentioned 
1n th~ fir~t . c·ql\mm 9t Part J,J.: qf tl;w fir~t' S.chedlJl~ ttl 
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relation to a subs,tance mentioned in the second column thereof 
unless' he is wearing the protective clothing respectively set forth 
opposite thereto in the third column thereof. 

(2) In the foregoing paragraph "operations" includes 
op~rations which a worker carries out, either-

. ' 

(a) as the principal or only worker engaged in carrying 
them out; or . 

(b) as a member of a team of persons, engaged in carrying 
them out, if he is in risk of being poisoned by the 
specified substance that is used . 

Greenhouses 
4.-( 1) A worker shall not and his employer shall not require 

or, permit him to enter or be present in a greenhouse .in which a 
specified substance has been used unles'S he is wearing the 
protective 'clothing required by this regulation ·to be worn. 

(2) Such protective clothing shall where the. spraying 
apparatus used was an aerosol disp.enser or a smoke,..generator 
consilst ·of ,that mentioned opposite item 7 in the· tnird column of 
Part II of the First ,schedule, and in all' other cases shall 
consist o'f that· mentioned oPPQsite item 4 therein as the appro­
priate protective clothing in relation to the substance that has 
been used. . 

(3) The foreg'oing paragraphs, shall not apply where-
(a) a period of six hours has elapsed since the specified 

substance was used, and a sUfficient number or 
windows in the greenhouse have been open 'for at least 
one hour after the expiration of that period to ensure 
venUla tion; or 

(b) a period of twelve hours has elapsed since the specified 
substance was used. 

(4) Where a specified substance has been used in a green­
'house and the occupier of the agricultural unit comprising the 
greenhouse employs persons who work in s'uch unit, the occupier 
shall immediately after ,the specified substance has. been S'O used 
cause notices to be affixed 'On all doors of the greenhouse warning' 
such persons of the specified lSubstance which has been used in 
the greenhouse and of the effect of paragra<phs ·(1), (2), and (3) 
of this regulation. 

Provision and maintenance ot protective clothing 
5.-(1) An employer of a worker who carries out operations to 

which regulation 3 applies shall-
(a)pJ;ovide the worker with the protective clotning 

required by or under these regulations and, wher"e such 
proteetive clothing includes·a l;espirator or dust-mask, 
provide an adequate supply of filters for replacement of 
those used; . 

(b) maintain or cause to be, maintained all protective 
clothing in gooc;l. aug ~erviceaple condition; ano. 
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(.c): provide a'C'commoda'tion for the keeping 01-
'(i)ptotective clothing, and ' 
(ii) the worker's personal clothing not worn during 

working hours, : ' 

(2) The accommo(iation provided under subparagraph (c) 
Qf' 'paragraph (l) shan be such as to ensure. ventilatiO:r;i 
ancl that :the work~r's personal cl:othing dOes not becomj:l con.,. 
taminated by' ,a 'specified ,substance, whether from protective 
clothing or otherwise. 

MiscellaneOUS obligations relating to employers 
6.~(l) Theenlployer of a worker who carrieS out operations 

to which regulation 3 applies shall-
(a) a,t a place which is 'conveniently accessible but 'outside 

the' area in Which the worker might be in risk Of 
poisoning by ~ny specified substance' ,that has been 
used ,provide adequate and suitable washing facilities 
including soap and .clean towels 'and either a supply 
of piped running water or clean water in containers 
(clearly marked "Pj:lrsonal' washingouly") for the 
personal use o'f the worker; 

(b)' provide..........: , . 

(c) 

(i) a supply of whole~;onie, drinKing water;' 
(Ii) clean drinkipg vessels; arid 
(iii) suitable faciIitiel:; for keeping any fqod or drink 

intended fOr the worker's consumption free from 
r'isk of contamination by a speCified substance; 

(eX!ce:pt Where a supply of piped runni:p.g water is 
available) provide clean water in a' container for ,the 
washing· or cleaning 'of the iPil'otective clothing (other 
than overallS, hoods, respirators, or dust-masks) which 
the worker has' worn; 

... (d) at the end of ea'ch day's! ope;rations cause to be 
,tllOroughlywashed with water (or where appropriate 
with watei'fandlla slittablewettet) i;Lll \Protective1cl'Othing 
(otb,er than. overalls" ' hoods,' respirators, or, dust­
masks) whlcp the worker ha~ worn during tl).e day's 
operations ~n 'connect,ion With the' use 0;( a specified 
substance, and in the case 'ofreSIPirators and dust-' 
masks 'cause them to be both cleaned and ventilated; 

(e) keep all spraying apparatus and, the exterior of all 
tanks and 'containers which ,contain or have. contained. 

" a SlPe.clfied :su~stance free 'from' c,on:tamination by any 
.. ,suc:h: substance, so far as It is practicable 8,0 to do,;, 
(f) keep the openings of all,tanks and containers in which 

, a "specified substance' is stored, when not in use, 
securely closed or Icovered 'over; and ' 

(g) cause ,every ,overall and hood which has been worn in 
'c<!lllnection with the use of·a ,specified Substance to' be 

" thoroughly washed with soap (or other suitable deter­
sent) ang Wf\,t~;r ,f\"t l~a.slt 9l1:G~ in ·every ~ix. gay& in which 
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it has been so worn and also whenever by reason of 
the presence of stains of a specified substance thereon 
there are reasonable grounds for apprehending that 
a worker may be in risk of pOisoning. 

(2) For the .purpose of subparagraph .(a) of para­
graph (1), in considering whether a place is co.nveniently 
accessible account may be taken of any transport provided for 
workers at appropriate times; and in cpnsidering whether wash­
ing facilities are adequate and suitable at any time and place 
regard shall be had to the number of workers for whom such 
facilities are required at that time and place. 

Miscellaneous prohibitions and obligations reZating to' workers 
7.-(1) A worker who ,carries out operations to which regula­

tion'3 applies shall not-
. (a) at any time· blow, suck, or apply his mouth to any jet, 

sprinkler, nozzle, or other spraying apparatus which 
contains or has contained a specified substance 
whether for the purpose of removing any obstruction 
or otherwise; 

(b) make use of any container marked" Personal washing 
only" for the washing of protective 'CLothing, or of any 
container not so marked for per!sonalw,ashing; 

(c) make. use ·of· any drinking vessel provided by his 
employerotnerwise than to drink from; or 

(d) . eat) drink, or. smoke unless he has removed all 
protective clothing (other than any overall or rubber 
boots), has washed his hands and face, and is outside 
an area in whieh he might be poisoned by 'any spe:cified 
substance that has been, is being, 'Or is; about to be 
used, or by any protective clothing that has been worn 
in ·connectLon with the use of a specified. substance. 

(2) A worker who carries out operations as aforesaid 
shall- .. 
. (a) deposit his personal clothing not worn during 

working hours in the accommodation provided by his 
employer in accordance with regulation. 5; and 

(b) at the end of eaeh day's operations 'f'Orthwith-
(i) remove all protective clothing worn by him and 

deposit it in such accommodation as aforesaid; and 
(ii) wash his hands, fa·ce, and neck. 

Repair Of spraying apparatus 
'8.-'(1) A worker shall not and hjs employer shall not require or 

permit him to repair any spraying apparatus th~t has been, is 
being, or is about to be used for spraying a specified substance, 
unless such 'apparatus or so much thereof as requires repair is 
first thoroughly washed with water (or where appropriate with 
water and a suitable wetter). 

(2) The foregoing ';paragraph shall not apply to repairs 
carried 'out in the course of spraying operations if the worker is 
wearing the protective clothing required by these regulations to 
JJewon1 Wn(;p. :c~rrying out /?uch operations, 


