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Sheep Scab 

1954. No. 88. 

, The Ministry of Agriculture for Northern Ireland by virtue and 
in exercise of the powers vested' in it under the Diseases of 
Animals Act, 1894, as amended and adapted by any' subsequent 
enac'tmentsand of every other power enabling it in that behalf, 
orders and it is hereby ordered as follows:-

Notification oj Disease 
1.-( 1) Every person having or having had in his possession 

or under his .charge a sheep, or the carcase of a sheep, affected 
with, or suspected of, sheep-scab .shall with all praJcticable speed 
give notice of the fact of the she~p or car case being so affected, 
or suspected, to a. constable of the police for1ce for the police 
district wherein the sheep or carcase so affected, or suspected, is 
or was. 

(2) The constable shall 'forthwith give information of the 
receipt by him of the notice to 

(i) The Secretary, Mini~try of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland, Belfast; , 

(ii) The Divisional Veterinary Officer for the Dist!ict. 

Notification oj Disease by Veterinary Surgeons 
2. A veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner who in his 

private practice examines any sheep, or the carcase'of any sheep, 
.and is of opinion that the sheep is affected with sheep scab, or was 
so aff.ected when it died or was slaughtered or suspects. the 
existence of sheep scab therein, shall with all practicable speed 
give notice of the existence or suspected existence o:f sheep scab 
to the Divisional Veterinary Officer for the district. 

Duty of an Inspector to act immediately and' serve Detention 
Notice ij necessary 

3.-(1) An InSipector, on receiving in any manner whatsoever 
,information of the existence or supposed existence ,o'f sheep scab, 
or having reasonable ground to suspect the existence of sheep 
scab, shall proceed with all practicable speed to the place where 
such disease, according to the information received by him, 
eXists, or is suspected to exist, or has within twenty-eight days 
existed, and shall, forthwith, serve a Detention Notice (in the 
Form A, set forth in the First Bchedule to this Order, or to the 
lil~e effect) on the owner or person in charge .of any sheep which' 
appear to the Inspector to ,be affected with sheep scab, or to have 
been so -affected within twenty-eight days, or to be in the same 
fiock, .or on the same farm, field or other place with sheep 
affected with sheep scab, or which were so affected within twenty­
eight days; and, after the service of such Notice, it shall not be 
lawful for any person, while such Notice is in force:-

(a) to remove from or out or'the place of detention speCified 
in th~ Notice any of the' sheep therein de.scribed i or 
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(b) to move from or out'of such place any other sheep that 
may be thereon or therein; or 

(c) to permit any sheep to stray from or·out of such place; 
or 

(d) to move any other sheep'into such place; or 

(e) to permit ~ny other sheep to come in contact with any 
sheep detained under the Notice; or 

(f) to remove from or out of such place any carcase of a 
sheep, or any skin, fieece, or wool, separate ;from the 
car,case of a sheep, or any dung,. fodder, litter, or 
other thing that has been in contact with sheep 
detained under the Notlce, witbout the written per­
mission of an Inspector which shall not be given until 
all necessary disinfection shall have- been carried out 
to the satisfaction of such Inspector . 

. (2) A Detention Notice served under this Article shall 
remain in force until it is wlthdraWn by a further Noti:ce in 
writing (in the form B set forth in the First Schedule to this 
Order or to the like effect) Signed by an Inspector; but before 
such further Notice is served in any instance, the Ministry shall 
satisfy itself that all the- Sheep remaining in the place of 
detention specified in the Detention Notice are free from sheep 
scab, and have been thoroughly dipped as hereinajjter provided; 
and that the place of detention has been disinfected in accord­
ance with the provisions of this Order. 

(3) An Inspector shall, with ali pr'acticable speed, send 
copies of any notice served by him under this Article to 

(i) The Secretary, Minis.try of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland, Belfast; 

(ii) The Divisional Veterinary Officer for the District; 
(iii) The Police Officer in charge ·of the nearest police 

station oJ ·the District. 

Treatinentof Sheep detained under Detention Notice 
4. Where a Detention Notice is in force the' owner or person 

in charge· of the sheep detained under the Notice or the occupier 
of the place on which such sheep are (ietained shall cause all 
such sheep to be thoroughly dipped in an approved" Single 
Dipping" type sheep dip and otherwise treated for sheep scab 
in the presence and to the satisfaction of an Inspector or other 
authorised officer. 

The Inspector or other authorised omcer may require the sheep 
'to be dipped more than once. 

Powel: to Serve Isolation Notice 
5.-(1) An Inspector or other authorised officer shall serve an 

Isolation Notice (in the form C set forth in the First Schedule 
to this Order, or to the like effect) on the owner or person in 
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charge .of any sheep believed or suspected to be affected with or 
to have been e:x!posed to the infection of sheep scab and after 
the servilce of such notice it shall not be lawful for, any person, 
until the sheep to whi!ch the Notice relates shall have· been 
(i) thor.oughly q.ipped as required in an, approved 'Single­
Dipping' type sheep dip in the presence and to the satisfacti.on 
of an Inspector .or other autl;wrised .officer or (ii) examined by 
an Inspector and found by him to be free ;from sheep scab and 
not to have been in contact with sheep affected' by sheep scab, 

(a) to move any sheep to which the Nottce relates t,r.om 
the place of isolation specified in the N_otice unless the 
moveJnent is made with the written permission of an 
Inspector and under the' supervision ot such Inspector 
or other authorised officers; or 

(b) to permit such sheep to stray fr·om or out of such place 
of isolation; Dr . 

(c) to permit such sheep to come in contact with other 
sheep.; 

Provided that· where the sheep in respect of which an 
Isolation NCltice is served, are intended for immediate slaughter, 
any dipping required under this Article need not be carried out, 
but in such case the sl;l.eep shall remain subj.ect to the Isolation 
Notice until they are slaughtered. 

This Article does' not apply to sheep in a place of detention 
to whieh the provisi.ons of a Detention Notice (Form A) apply. 

, .-'~ 
(2) An Inspector or other authorised officer serving an 

Isolation Notice or giving a written permission'under' this Article 
shall, with all practicable speed, send copie~ of any such Notic'e 
or permission to- ' 

(i) The Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland, Belfast; 

(ii) The Divisional Veterinary Officer for the District; 

(iii) The Police Officer in charge of the· nearest Police 
Station in the District. 

(3) For the purposes of this Article an Inspector may eilter 
any premises and examine any sheep thereon, and such powers 
of entry and examination shall be in' addition to any other like 
powers vested in the Inspector by the Act of 1894 or otherwise. 

Provision of Assistance 
6. The owner or person in charge of any sheep shall, at 'the 

request of an Inspector or other authorised officer provide such 
assistance as may be' required 'for the collection and penning of 
the sheep and aff.ord adequate facilities' for the examin'ation of 
the animals by an Inspector for the purposes of Articles 3 and 5 
of this Order. ' 
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Pr.escribed manner oj Cleansing and Disinjection for Sheep Scab 
, 7.-(1) Any' place in which a sheep aff~cted with sheep scab 
has been kept, and all utensils, pens, hurdles and things in such 
place used for or about such sheep, .shall, as·soon as practicable, 
be cleansed and disinfected in the manner herei-n specified l;ly 
and at the expense of the owner or occupier of such plac,e, and all 
vehicles so used shall be cleansed and disinfected in like manner 
by and at the 'expense of the person using them or causing them 
to be used:-· 

'(a) The floor ,of the place 'or vehiCle and all other parts 
thereof and all litter or other thing that has been in 
contact With, or use9, by,' such sheep shall be 
thoroughly saturated With an approved sheep dip used 
at the requisite strength, or with an approved dis-
infeetant; , 

(b) The plaee or vehicle shall thereafter be swept out 
and all litter, wool and 'sweepings that have been in 
contact with such sheep shall be buried or effectively 
destroyed ;. 
Provided that in the case of a field, yard, or other place 
which is not capable o'f being so .cleansed and dis­
infected, it shall 'be a sufficient compliance with the 
provisions of this Article if all fragments of wool are 
collected from such field, ya:r;d or other place and 
destroyed by bur:rp.ng, and all rubbing places dis­
infected, and i'f all otper parts of such field, yard, or 
other place are disinfected to the reasonable satisfac-
Uon of .an Inspector; , 

( c) Every utensil, pen, hurdle,or, other thing used for .o:r; 
about such sheep, shall, as soon as practicable after 
be,ing so used and before being, used for other sheep, 
be cleansed and. disinfected to the satisfaction of an 
Inspector,by petng thoroughly swabbed with an 
approved sheep dip used' at the requisite strength 9r 
with an approved disinfectant. 

(2) If any person'fails to cleanse and disinfect as required 
by this Article, it sb,all be lawful for the Ministry without 
prejudice to any proceedings 'for an offence in respect. of such 
default, to cause such place, vehicle Or thing to be cleansed and 
disinfected, and to recover from such person summarily as ~ 
civil debt the expense of such cleansing and disinfection. 

, (3) Where the power of causing any place,. vehicle or thing 
to be cleansed and disinfected under this Article is exercised by 
the Ministry, such person shall give all reasonable facilities for 
tha t purpose. 

Precautions vo be taken by persons Clipping or dipping sh~ep, on 
injected premises 

8. Any person who clips .. or dips sheep on any place where there 
are sheep affected with or suspected of Sheep Scab shall wear 
overalls, .and shall before he clips or dips sheep on any other 
premises-
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(a} Remove all wool; dung and soH froni his boots or 
leggings (if worn) and then disrnfect them by 
immersion in or thorough sponging with an approved 
, Single-Dipping' type sheep clip or an approved. 
disinf~ctant ; 

(b) Disinfect his overails with a~1 approved 'Single­
Dipping' type sheep dip or an approved disin'fectant, 
and . 

(c) Relnove all wool from clippers or other instruments 
used in clipping and then disinfect them with an 
approved 'Single-Dipping' type sneep dip or an 
approved disinfectant. . . 

Prohibition 11'Om Exposing 01' Moving SheBp ,Affected with, 01' 
Suspected 01, Sheep Scab 

9. subject to any other provisionso.f this Order authorising or 
directing the movement of sheep it shall not be lawful for any 
person....,-

(a) to expose a sheep affected with, or suspected of, sheep 
scab in a marj.{et, fair '-ground, sa:leyatd,place of 
exhibition, or other public or private place where sheep 
are commonly exposed for sale or exhibition; or 

(b) to place such sheep in a lair at othe~place adjacent to 
otconnected with a market, fair, or Saleyard, 'Or place 
of shipment or other place of loading for transit or 
where sheep ate commonly placed be'f'ore or after 
exposure for sale or exhibition orhefore shipment; or 

(c) to send or carry, or cause to be$ent or carried, such 
sheep by railway, canal, river, or inland navigation,. 
or in a coasting vessel; or . . 

(d) to carry, lead, or drive,or cause to be ·carried, led, ()r 
driven, such sheep on a highway, road or lane; or 

(e) to place or keep such sheep on common or. unenclosed 
lap.d, .or in a field insufficiently fenced,or in a field 
adjoining a highway, road .or lane unless that field is 
so fenced or situate that sheep therein cannot in any. 
manner come in contact with sheep paSSing along that 
highway, road or lane or grazing .on the sides thereof; or' .. '. 

(I) to graze such sheep on pasture being on the sides of a 
pighway, road or lane;.or· . 

(g) to allow such sheep to stray on a highway, road, or lane, 
or on the sides thereof, or on . common or unenclosed 
land, or in a field or place insufficiently fenced .. 

Proceedings in case ot Contravention oj last preceding Article 
10. Where a sheep is exposed or otherwise dealt with in contra~ 

vention . of the last preceding Article, an Inspector . or other 
authorised officer; shall seize and remove and detain it, .and also, 
where the' sheep. is exposed in a market, fair, sa:leyard, place of 


