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Agricultural Development Scheme 

SCHEME DATED 27TH APRIL, 1954, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
UNDER SECTION·6 OF THE AGRICULTURE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 
1949 (a). 

1954. ND. 70 

The Ministry of Agriculture in exercise 'Of the powers conferred 
on' it by Subsection (1) of section 6 of the Agri~ulture Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1949, and of every other power enabling it in 
that behalf and with the approval of the Ministry of Finance, 
hereby makes the follo'wing S~heme:-

Short Title 
1. This Scheme may be cited as the Agricultural Development 

Scheme, 1954. 

Definitions 
2. In this .scheme, unless the con text otherwise requires, the' 

following expressaons have the meanings hereby respectively 
assigned to them: - . 

"the Act" means the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland), 
1949; . 
"agricultural buildings" mean any permanent buildings 
necessary to the efficient farming of the agticultur.alland on 
which they are sited, or to be sited, or with which they are 
associated, but shall not include dwelling houses, movable 
houses and structures, or glass and greenhouses; . 
"agricultural land" shall have the same mean.ing as in the 
Agricultur'e Act (Northern Ireland), 1949, but ,shall not 
in~lllde any land used primarily or mainly for the growihg 
and raising of flowers, or for nursery stock or for woodlands; 
"approved ~os't" means the cost of the work as approved by 
the .Ministry for the purpose of making a grant; . 
"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Agriculture, Northern 
Ireland; 

(a). 12 & 13 Geo: 6, ch. 2. 
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"occupier" means a person who is in occupation of any land 
under an estate or interest, not less than a term of one 
-calendar year; 
"promot1er" means the person who is tesponsibie for carrying 
outwork approved under this Scheme; , 

"sheep dipping" .oaths include the pens necessary ,for 1;he 
gathering and holding of sheep before and after dipping and 
such arrangement as may be neoessary for the disposal of the 
us-ed dip. ' 

fuhryro~tioo , 
3. The Interpretation .Act, 1889 (a), as appUed to Northern 

Ireland by the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland), 1921 (b), 
shaJl apply :ror the interpretation of this Scheme as it applies for 
the purpose of an interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 

Applicationsl tor Grant 
4. .subject to the provisions of this Scheme, the Ministry may 

make payments by way ,of grants towards the cost of carrying o\lt 
on agricultural land such works as are specified in the Schedule 
hereto. 

5. A'PPUcati'Ons for assistance towards the cost of carrying out 
any of .the works specifled in the Schedule hereto, will only be 
accepted from persons who are the owners or occupiers of the 
holdings in respect of which application is made. 

6. Any person supmitting an application under any Part of 
this .scheme shall do sO' on a form to be supplied by the Ministry, 

, and before commencing any work shall obtain the approval, in 
writing, of the Ministry for the earrying out of the work: 

Provided that in any ease in which the Ministry is of opinion 
that any of the work specified in Part I of the Schedule of this 
Scheme is of such a kind that it should not be delayed, pro­
visional approval may be obtained from the MiIiistry's County 
Agricultural Executive Officer, but. any approval so given must be 
conrfirmed in writing by the Ministry before the work is eligible 
for grant. 

PART I 

LAND IMPROVEMENT 

7. The Ministry will not approve an application under this 
Part of this Scheme from any person in respect of a farm on 
which work approved under a previous application has still to be 
completed unless it is satisfied that the additional work proposed 
is necessary in order to safeguard, in the pubUc interest, the 
supply of food or other agricultural products. 

8; Except as provided hereto and in the next succeeding para> 
graph the grant for work carried out under this Part of this 
Scheme shall be at the rate of 50 per cent. of the approved cost 
of labour and materials necessary for the completion of the work, 
to the satisfaction of the Ministry. 

(/J) 12 Oeo, 5 C, 4 (N.!') , 
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Provided- that 
(i) no application for grant shall be approved by the 

Ministry unless the total cost of the work specified 
, therein is estimated to be not less than £20; , 

(ii) in ,the case of field drainage the maximum grant shall 
not exceed £25 per statute acre directly drained; .and 

(iii) In respect of the construction of silos the maximum 
grant shall not exceed' £2 per 40 cubic feet capacity of 
t11.e silo. ' 

9. ,Notwithstanding anything contained in the' immediate 
preceding paragraph the Ministry may 

(i) in respeet of land mole drained pay grant at the rate of 
50 per cent. of the approved eost sUbject to a maximum 
of £2 lOs. Od. per statute acre; together with 50 per cent. 
of the approved cost of piping the mains and/or 'outlets 
of the mole drains'and such other work as, in the opinion 
of the Ministry, is necessary to enable the mole drain~ 
to function in a proper manner: ' 

(ii) 

Provided that the minimum area which shall qualify 
, for such grant shall not be less than two statute acres, 
and that land in respect oJ which a gran'G for mole 

, drainage has been, given will not again be eligible for 
'assistance under this Scheme until a period of at least 
five years has elapsed; and 
in respeet of the construction or .reconstruction of flax 
and catch dams pay grant at a rate which shall not 
exceed 75 pet cent. of the eost of the labour involved 
as estimated by the Ministnr, subject to the total 
estimated cost of ,the work being not less than £6. 

(iii)' in respect of hill land reclamation work pay grant at 
the rate of 50 per cent. of the approved cost of 
ploughing, harrowing, rolling and the purchase and 
application 'of fertilisers and seeds, subj~ct to a 
maximum grant of £16 per statute' acre. The minimum 
area which shall qualify Jar grant shall not be lesstha:h 
two statute acres. 

10. The Ministry, with the approval of the Mini.!:?try of 
Finance, may vary the maximum grant in respect of all or arty 
one of the works specified in paragraphs 8 and 9 above. 

PART II 

THE CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF SHEEP DIPPING BATHS 

11. Applications under this Part of this Scheme will only be 
accepted from persons who own not less than 50 ewes, or from 
associations of persons who between them own not less than 50 
ewes. 

12. The baths must be constructed on a site and to a soecifi-
ca don approved by the ~inistrY.,' . 
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13. . The grant. for work carried out under this Part of this 
Scheme shall be· at the rate of 50 percent. of the approved cost 
of the ,construction or reconstructton of, baths, subject to a 
maximum grant of £50 in respect of anyone bath or such other 
sum as the Ministry, with the approval of the Ministry of Finance, 
may determine. 

PART III 

WATER SUPPLIES 

14. Applications under this Part of this Scheme will only be 
approved for the supply of water to agricultural land and 
agricultural buildings anq., where water of suitable purity for 
domestic use Is available, as an ,extension :to dwelling houses on 
farms occupied as farm houses or by a;gricultural workers. 

15. The Ministry may require applicants for assistance under 
this Part ,of this Scheme to submit tender's for the eost of the' work 
from two or more recognised persons or firms'in the trade. 

16. The Ministry may withhold approval of any application 
under this Part of this Scheme in any case where it is of opinion 
that the proposed source of supply is not suitable and adequat.e 
for the requirements of the farm, or that the cost is not 
reasonable in relation to the benefits likely to be derived in the 
form of increased production and greater efficiency in the 
working of the farm. 
'17. Assistan,cetowardJs ithe Icost of lany work for the supply ot 

water from a private source will not normally be approved. in any 
case .where it appears to the Minil3try that a supply from an 
existing main is aV,ailable, or where it appears probable that a 
mains supply will ,be obt,ainable within a reasonable period. ' 

18. Grants will be paid only in respect of the approved cost of 
securing and laying on of water to agriCultural land, agricultural 
buildings and dwelling houses, and of such part of the 'cost of 
internal fittings in f.arm buildings as are specifically approved by 
the Ministry. ' 

19. EX!cept as provided hereafter ~the grant shall be at the rate 
of 50 per cent. of the approved cost of securing a water supply 
and of the labour and mat~rials requir.ed fbr the .completion of the 
works to the satisfaction of the Mini'stry: . 
'Provided that no application for grant ,shall be approved by 

the Ministry unless the to,tal cost of the work specified therein 
is estimated to be not less than £25. 

PART IV 

ELECTRICIT'r 

20. Applications under this Part of this Scheme will only be 
approved for the purchase and ihstallation of machines for the 
generation. of electricity ,for use in agricultural buildings and as 
an extension to dwelling houses on farms occupied as farm houses 
or by agricultural workers, to which a supply of electricity is not, 
in the opinion of the Ministry, likely to be made available from a 
distributing main. ' 


