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We, the .undersigned members of the County Court Rules 
Committee, appointed by the Lord Chief Justice of Northern 
Ireland under sub-section (3) of section two of the COUIity Courts 
(Salaries and Rules) AG-t (Northern Ireland), 1947, by :v:irtue of 
the pow~rs vested in us in this behalf,"do hereby make the Rules 
hereinafter set forth as Rules to be -in force' in proceedings in the 
Co:q.nty Gourts under the Adoption of Children Act (Northerp. 
Ireland), 1950, arid.do hereby certify the same under our hands 
'and submit them to the 'Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland 
accordingly, ' 

(Signed) Bernard J. Fox. 
Isaac Copeland. 
Samuel Cumming. 
Charles Stewart. 
Geo. H. Pollock. 

The scale of Court Fees in the Second Schedule has been ·fixed 
with the cortsentof the Ministry of Finance for Northern 
Itelarid. ", .' 

(L.S.) 

I~ WIT.NESS whereof the Official Seal of the Ministry has 
been affixed hereto this 12th day' of February, 1954, 
in the presence of 

(Signed) D. q. B. Holden, 
Assistant Secretary. 

I approve of these Rules which shall come into force on the 
1st day of May, 1954. 

Dated the 23rd day of February, 1954. 

(Signed) MacDermott; 
Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland. 

ADOPTION OF CH;ILDREN 'ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1950. 
COUNTY COURT RULES DATED 23RD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1954. 

1. These rules may be cited as the Adoption of Children 
(Northern. Ireland) County Coutt Rules, 1954, and. the Adoption 
of.Qhildren (Northern Ireland)' County Court Rules, 1950, shall 
be revoked as from the coming into force Qf these rules. The 
expression" the Act " shall mean the Adoption of Children Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1950.' . 

2. Anapplilcation for. an interim prdler shall be made by 
petition to the court, and shall be intit:uled in the matter Qf the 
Act, and in' the matter of the County Officers and Courts 
(Ireland) Act, '1877, and in the matter of the infant. The 
proposed' adopter shall 'be the petitioner, and the welfare 
authority within whose ~rea the petitioner reSides, and such 
other persons or per~on as the court :may directl shall be made 
re~ponQents.· . 

-
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The petition may be in form No.1 in the First Schedule hereto, 
and shall s·t;ate whether or not the petitioner desires that ·his 
identity shall be kept confidential. 

3. Every such petition shall be listed for hearing at an Equity 
Sessions of the court, and shall be delivered to the "Clerk of the 
Crown and Peace at his office at least one month before the date 
of hearing of such petition, and shall be filed by him in his. 
office. . 

4.-(1) The petitioner shall cause a copy of the petItion to be 
served upon the welfare authority within whose area he resides 
and, unless he desires that his identity shall be kept confidential, 
upon (a) the parents or guardian (if known) of the infant; 
(b) the person having the actual custody of the infant (if 
different from (a) and not the petitioner); (c) any person liable 
to contribute to the support of the infant; and (d) any other 
person whom the court may direct. 

(2) If the petitioner desires that his identity shall .be kept 
confidential he shall, in lieu of a copy of the petition, cause to 
be served upon the persons mentioned in (a), (b) and (c) of the 
preceding sub-rule a copy of a notice of the petition, and such 
notice may be in the form No.2 in the First Schedule hereto. 
If such petitioner has no solicitor acting for him, the notice of 
the petition shall be signed by the Clerk of the Crown and Peace. 

(3) Such copy of the petttion, or of the notice of petition, 
as the case may be, shall be served not later than one .month 
before the date of hearing of the petition, and if the parties do 
not attend, either in person or by their solicitors, such order may 
be made and proceedings taken as the court may consider just. 
The court may, in its discretion, dispense with service upon any 
of the parties, except the welfare authority, and may ... in its 
discretion, order a copy of the petition to be served upon any 
other person, but in directing such service it shall have regard 
to paragraph 14 of the petition. 

5. Service of the petition, or of the notice of petition, ·as the 
case may be, under the last preceding rule shall be effected by 
a civil bill officer of the court, and such service shall be either 
personal or by posting a copy of the petition, or of the notice 
thereof, by registered post addressed to the person to be served 
at his last known place of. residence. 

S. Every consent required under sub-section (.3) of section two 
or under paragraph (a) of sub-section (3) of section twellty-three 
of the Act shall be in writing, and may be iIi the form NO.3· in 
the First Schedule hereto. If the consenting party is the mother 
of the infant and she is resident in Northern Ireland, the 
document shall not be admissible as evidence unless her 
signature is attested bya justtce of the peace, and every consent, 
including that ·of the mother, if executed outside Northern 
Ireland shall be attested by a justice of the peace or by any person 
for the time being authorised by law in that place to administer 
an oath for any judicial or other legal purpose, or verified in such 
other manner as the court may direct. 
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7. The' petition shall be verified by affidavit, which shall 
exhibi~ all certificates and documents proper for proving t:q.e 
statements in the petition. 

8. Upon being served 'with a copy of a ·petition, the weifare 
aB,thority shall investigate as fully as· possible all the ctrcum­
stances of the infant and of the petitioner, and, in particula;r, 
shall include in its investigations the following questions.:-

.(a) whether the statements in the petition are true; . . 

(b) whether any person or body whatsoever has given or 
agreed to give or, whether directly or indirectly, has 
received or agreed to receive any payment or reward 
whatsoever in consideration of or in connection with 
the adopt10n of the infant; 

(c) whether the means and status of the petitioner are 
such as to enable him to maintain and bring up the 
infant suitably, and what right to or interest in 
property the. infant has; 

(d) what assurance, if any, has been 'effected on the life 
of the infant;· 

(e) whether it is desirable for the welfare of the infant 
that the court in making the interim order, should 
impose any terms or conditions in the interests of the 
infant. 

9. When the investigations referred to in the preceding rule 
have .been completed, the welfare authority shall lodge with the' 
Clerk of the Crown and Peace a report OJ} the result of such 

0investigations. 811c1;1 report shall be lodged not'later than ten 
days before the date of hearing of the petitioh . 

. 10. If notice of objection to the making of an interim oreier 
s:q.allbe received by the Clerk of the Crown and Peace, he sb;all 
forthwith notify the Judge, the petitioner or his solicitor, and the 
welfare authority of such objections, and the Judge shall direct 
what steps are then to be taken. The Judge :may direct that the 
objector shall appear before him in his Chambers on a date fixed 
by him, and shall also direct what other persons, if any, are to 
attend. . 

, '. 

Upon hearing the objection, the Judge may make such order 
on foot thereof as he may ·deem jUst. . , . . 

11. Evidence may be given orally or by affidavit, and all 
applicatidns and proceeding's t,o b~ heard .by the court and to 
which these rules relate shall be. heard by it in C):J,.ambers. 

12. The court, may refu.se to make an interim order or an 
adoption order, or to grant an, application for a licence, unless 
all parties,.includtng the infant, attend before it, butit shallhave 
power in its discretion- to clispense with the attendance of' any· 
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party, including the infant, and it may di'rect tbat any of t;t1e 
parties shall attepd separately and apart .. from the others, or that 
any party, including the infant, shall be intervie:wed privately. 

Unless the court is .satisfied that the petitioner does not desire 
that his ~dentity 'be kept confidential, the proceedings sha.!l be 
conducted With a view to securing that he is not seen by.or made 
khoWn to any person (other than the spouse of the petitioner) 
whose consent to the order is required. . 

If an interim order is granted, the court may impose such terms 
and conditions as it may think fit in the intere,sts ot the infant, 
and. such interim order may be in the form No. 4 in the First 
Schedule hereto. 

13. If, owing to speCial circumstances, any, application appears 
to the court to be proper to be dealt with by the Supreme Court, 
it may, on that ground expressly, refuse to make an order. 

14.-( 1) If, owing to special circumstances,' an application 
made under section tWenty-thr'ee of the Act appears to be proper 
to be dealt with by the Lord Chief Justice, the court may there- . 
upon direct that such application be transferred accordingly. 

(2) Upon: sUch direction being given, the Clerk of the Crown 
and Pea'ce shall transmit the notice of application and all :other 
docu:ments in his possession relating thereto to the Lo]."d Chief 
Justice, and the application shall tner,eafter be dealt with in 
accordan,ce With. t;t1e rules of the Supreme Court. 

15. If it shall' appear that the, petitioner has made any 
previous appli-cation in respect of the same infant,.' whether fore 
an interim order or for an adoption order, which has been refused, 
(or for the discharge of an interim order which has been granted) 
thecoutt sb,all not make an interim order or an adoption oro.er 
unless' it shall be satisfied that there has been a substantial 
change in the circuml"ltances. ' ' 

16.-( 1) Where an interim order has been granted 'in respect 
Of any infant, the petitioner shall, before the expiration of the 
period specified in the order, or within such extended period as 
the court may, in special circumstances, allow, lodge with the 
Clerk of the Crown and Peace a notice of application for an 
adoption order in respect of the infant or for the discharge of 
the interim order, as the case may be. ' 

(2) The petitioner shall serve a copy of such notice upon 
the welfare authority in Wh()se area. he is for the time being 
residel'lt, and such copy shall be served not later than. one month 
before the date of hearing of the application. 

(-3) The notice may be in the form No.7 or form No. 5 in 
the First Scb,edule here~o, as the circumstances may require, and 

. shall be lodged with the Clerk of- the Crown and. Peace not later 
than 10 days before the date upon which the application is to be 
heard. . 
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,17. . Upon the hearing of the ,appHcation referred to in the 
preceding rule, the court may deal with such application in 
'accordance with the terms thereof or in any other manner Which 
to it may appear just. 

'18. TheClel'k of the Crown and Peace shall be the prescribed 
efficer for the purpOSe of sub-section (8)' of section fOur :;tp,d sub­
section (8) of; section ,four,teen of the Act, and upon t:Q.e making 
or'amendment of ,an adoption oraerthe Clerk of the Crown and 
.Peace shall forward a ,sealed copy thereof to the Registrar­
General for Northern Ireland ina registered postal enVelope 
marked" Confidential". such adoption ord~r maybe in the form 
No. 8 in the First Schedule nereto. ' 

19~ If an applica tiOll for tne discharge of an interim ol;der 
is granted, such discharge may be in the, f.orm NO.6 in the First 
'Schedule hereto. ' 

20.-(.0 An application under' sub-sectiOh (3) of section 
twenty-three of the Act shall be heard,at an Equity Sessions'of 
the court.' , 

, (2) A nntice of any such applicatiohmay be in the form 
NO.9: in the' Firs.t Schedule nereto; and a copy ·of such notice 
shall be sent by registered ,Post to the welfare authority and to 
every person or body who is a parent or gilarqian Of ,the infant 
in question, or WhO has the actual custody of the infant,. or whQ 
is liable to contribute to the support of the infant. Such COpy 
shall be posted not later than one month befote the date of 
hearing of the application and a copy shall also, not later than 
one month before such date, be lodged with the Clerk of tne 
Crown and Peace together with any necessary consent, which 
may be in the form NO.3 in the First 8cheaule hereto. 

: (3) Upon receipt of such copy, the Clerk of the Crowp and 
Pe'ace shall cause a note of the' application to be entered in a 
separate book 1;{ept by him, which shall be known as "The 
Adoption of Children (Licences) Book ", and such book may be 
in the fOrm No. 10 in the First Schedule hereto. 

(4) Upop being s'erved' with notice of such applica,tl'op., the 
Welfare authority shall investigate as fully as possibl~all the 
circumstances of the infant, and,' in particular, whether such 
transfer is likely to be for the welfare. of the infant. When such 
investigations have been completed, the welfare authority shall 
lodge With the Clerk of the Crown and Peace a report on the 
r.esult of such investigations, and suCh report shall he l,odged not 
later than ten dayspefoFe the .date of heating of the application. 

(5) The order made on any such application: as aforesaid 
may be in, the form No. 11 in the First Schedule hereto. 

, ,21.-( 1) An application by a guardian ad' litem under Sllb'" 
, section (5) of section four of the Act may be in the form No. ,12 
hi, the First Schedule hereto, and shall be lodged with the Clerk 
of the, Crown and Pe.ace not later than three days before the' 
date of hearln,g Of the application. , . " , 


