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·-Maternity Benefit and 'Miscellaneous Provisions 

REGULATI6NS, DAT~D 14TH AUGUST, 1953, MAnE. BY Tli~ ~ATlbNAi. 
INSURANCE. JOINT .AUTHORrtY AND THE MINISTRY OF LABbPR.A~Jj 
NATIONAL INsuRANCE, IN CONjUNC':PON WITH THE MINISTRY 'oF' 
FINANCE, UNPER THE NA'FIO~AL INSURANCE. ACTS (NOR';r~ERN IRE-' 
LAND), 1946 to 1953. ' 

1953. No. 123 

The' National Xnllurance 'joint A~thod~Y,' in exerds¢ of powers 
conferred· by secti0n,~ 9.(3) an<J:.24; of the National Insuranl!e. Act (Nor­
thern Irelanq,), 1946 (a), and the Ministry of Labour and Nation~l 
Insurance, in exercise. of powers conferred by section 8 ofthe National" 
Insurance Act (Northern Ireland), 1953 (b), and sections 13, 13A, J4 
and 45 of the: National' Insurance Act.,-(Northern Ireland), 1946, in 
each case in conjunction with the Ministry of Finance so far as relates 
to matters with regard to w4~ch the Ministry of Finance ha!! so directed, 
and in exercise of all other powersienablingthem in that behalf, hereby 
make the following regulations :""-. .. ' . 

'PARt I 

C#ation, qommeiu;ement and interpretation 

1.-(1) These regulations may be cited as the National Insurance 
(Maternity Benefit and Miscellaneous: Provisions) Regulations (Nor .. 
thern Irelan,d,)" 1953, and shall come into, operatiQn on the 17th Aug:- . 
ust, 1953. .' 

(2} In these regulations, unless the context otherwise 'requires,­
"the Act'of 1953" means the National Insurance Act (Northern 

IrelaI.1d), 1955;. . 
"the Act" means the National Insurance Act (Northern:lreland), 

1946, as amended or extended by or under any other enac1;ment, 
including the Act of 1953 ~ . 

"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Labour and National 
Insurance for Northern Ireland; .. 

, ". the ippointed <;lay" means the day (c) appointed byth.e Minister 
of Labour.a;nd National Insurance for Northern Ireland for the 
purposes Qf the Act ·of 1953 ; 

" the determining authority" means,·.as· the case:rp.ay . require, an 
: insurance' officer or a local tribunal appointed or constituted in 
accordance with the National Insurance (Determin,ation of 
Claims,. and Questions) Regulations (Northern. Ireland), 1948 
(d), ()r an urn.pire or deputy umpire appointed by the Governor of 
Northern Ireland for the purposes of the Act (e) ; . 

,(;1) 1.946.. <;,.23' •.. · (b) 1953 .. \!. 27. . 
(c) 26th October, 1953. See S. R. & O. (N.I.) 1953. No; 110 .. 
@ S. ~, .. &,O~,(N.I.P948.·Np.J!l~,. ' .. :, ... :. '.' 
(e) See s. 40 (3) (c), National Insurance Act (Northern ~~~~~); 19;'6. 
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" week" means a contribution week {a) ; . 
" the expected week of confinement" has the same meaning as in 

section 14 ofthe Act; 
aild ·other expressions have the same meanings as in the Act. 

(3) References in these regulations to any enactment or regu­
lations shall be construed as references to such enactment or regu­
lations as amended by any subsequent enactment, order or regulations, 
not being regulation.s made under paragraph 14 of the Second Schedule 
to .the Act of 1953. 

(4) The Interpretation Act, 1889 (b), applies for the purpose 
·of the interpretation of these regulations in like manner as it applies for 
the purpose of the interpretation of an Act of the Parliament of Nor­
.thern Ireland. 

PART II 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO MATERNITY GRANTS AND 
, HOME CONFINEMENT GRANTS 

Maternity grants in respect of multiple births 

·2. A woman' who is confined of twins or a greater number of 
children on or after the appointed day shall, if the other conditjons for 
the payment of a maternity grant are satisfied in respect of the confine.; 
ment, be entitled in respect thereof to a maternity grant for each of them 
who is living on the day next following the date of the confinement ; 
but it shall be a condition for such entitlement that, before the expiration 
of the prescribed time. for making a claim for a maternity grant, she 
makes a claim therefor and furnishes,. by such means as the determining 
authority shall accept as sufficient, evidence as to -

(a) the number of children of whom she was confined; and 
(b) the number of ~uch children living on the last mentioned day. 

'. Jl1aternity grant in respect 'of expectation of conji:nement 
3. In a case where a woman makes. a 'claim for a maternity grant on 

or after the appointed day and indicates therein that she desires that 
the provisions of section 13 of the Act (which confers title to a maternity 
grant) shall apply to her with the substitution, for the condition that 
she has been confined, of the condition that she is pregnant and has 
reached. a stage in her pregnancy which is not more than nine weeks 
before that in which it is to be expected that she will be.confined,--:-

(a) that section shall so apply to her in relat~on to that claim; and 
(b) in their application to such a case, the contribution con­

ditions for a maternity graht as set out in paT::j.graph 2 of the 
Third Schedule to the Act shall apply as if, for head (b) of 
sub-paragraph (2) of that paragraph, ther.e wete substituted 
the following·:-

. . . . 
(a) See ·s. 74. (1), National Insur.ance Act (Northern.. Ireland), .. 1946. . .... 

'(b) 52 and 53 Viet. c.63. 



I ' 

I, 

" (b) the expression .. ' the relevant time' means,thecontribu­
tion week in which it is to be expe<;ted that the claimant 
will be confined or, where the relevant persort is the 
husband and he was dead or over pension.a,ble':f).ge, op. 
the, date of the m~king of the claim, the, datI:: of his 
, attaining pensiona1;>le"age or dying' 'Under th;l~ flge." . '.. ". . 

, PresCribed accommodation falling withi1i S:, 134 (1) (b) of the Act 
4.-'-"-(1) Accommodation of a description filJIing: within para.graph 

(b) of subsection (1) of section 13Aof the Act (which 'subsection confers 
title to; a home confinement grant and, in paragraph'(b); :desctibes the 
accommodation 'confinement in which does not entitle a woman to such 
a grant) shall include :- " , . 

(a) accommodation in which any part of the cost of thewomaIi's 
maintenance during the period of her confinement is payable 
out of money provided by Parliament of the Unite<:i Kingdom. 
for Navy, Arrtiyahd Air serVices;' "',' :', ~ : 

(b) accommodation in which'the Wo:man is undergoing im-
prisonment or detention in .legal custody: ' 

Accommodation treated as not falling within S.' iSA (1) (b) Qfthe A:ct 
5.-(1) Where a woman claims a home confinement grant:in respect, 

of a confinemertt which took place in; or in the; course of transit 'to, 
accommodation of a description falling within' paragraph. (b) of sub­
section (1) of section 13Aof the Act,.that confinement,sliallbc;l treated 
for the purposes of that subsection as if it had not taken place in, 01' in 
the course of transit to, accommodation of-that descripti()n ,if it was -,.'-

(a) accommodation in which the whole cost of the, Claimant's 
maintenance throughout the ,period 'of her confinement Was 
paid or payable by her; or ' 

(b) accommodation in ,any premises (being .premises manage4 
by a voluntary organisation and used wholly or m.ainly for 

, the purpose of providing accommodation for women before 
~nd after confinement! or befote, during'imda.fter,confiDe­
mertt) provided tot the claimant,.in pursuance ,of arrange::. 
,inents made by a welfare' authority 'with' ,that:'voluntar:y 
organisation in accordance with 'section 7' of the,' Welfar,¢ 
Services Act (Northern'Ireland), 1949 (a)." . .' 

(2) In the preceding paragraph, the~xptessioiis "voluntary 
organisation " and " welfare authority''' have the same' meanings as in 
Section 7 of the Welfare Services Act (Northern "Ireland), 1949. ' 

" , 

Set-off of unemployment Dr sickness benefit agairistgrants 
6., Where a woman has been paid uP.employment or s~<;kp.ess benefit 

which it is ~ubsequ~rttly'decided was, by virtue of sectiqn 10 of the 
Act of 1953 (which imposes a restriction on tlW, right to \lDeJ:Dployment ' 
orsicknessbenefit),:,not payable, the benefit so-paid shall, -in ,so far, as its 

(a) 1949. c. 1. 
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amount does not exceed the amount of any maternity"benefit (other 
thana maternity allowan,ce) to which she is entitled, be treated as 
having been paid on account of that maternity benefit. 

',PART III 
PROVISIONS RELATING TO MATERN~TY ALL()WA,NCES.­

Conditions attaching to a maternity 'allowance in respect of 
expectation of confinement 

7.-(1) For the purposes of paragraph '(a) o(subsection (1) of section 
14 of the Act (which paragraph specifies, as a condition ofa womari's 
entitlement to a maternity allowance, the condition that she shall have 
reached a stage in her pregnancy which is not more than the prescribed 
number of weeks before the expected week of confinement) the pre­
'scribed number of weeks shall, except in any case in relation to which 
the provisions of regulation 16 apply, be fourteen. 

(2) A woman who has become entitled to a maternity al\owance 
in respect of expectation of her confinement'shall cease to be entitled 
thereto if, before the l?eginning of the eleventh week before the expected 
week of confinement, her pregnancy is terminated otherwise than by 
c.onfinement. ' ' 

(3) A woman who has made a claim for a maternity allowance in 
respect of expectation of her confinement, unless the confinement has 
already occurred, shall, oil .receipt of not less than three clear days' 
notice in writing given by or on behalf of the, Ministry, submit- herself 
to medical examination at such time and place as may be .specified in 
the notice. ' 

Duration of a maternity allowance in respect of 
expectation of confinement, , 

8.~(1) In relation to a case where a woman has been confined after 
having made a claim for a maternity allowance in respect of expectation 
of that confinement (other than a claim which has been disallowed) but 
the date of the confinement was more than eleven weeks' before the 
expected week of confinement, subsection (2) of section 14 of the Act 
(which specifies the period for which a maternity allowance is payable) 
shall have effect as if, for the 'period mentioned therein, there were sub­
stituted the period of eighteen weeks beginning with the week com-
.prising the date of the confinement. . 

(2) Where a woman has become entitled to a maternity allowance 
in respect of expectation of her confinement and the date' of the con­
finement has not occurred before the end of thtl expected week of con­
finement, the period referred to in the said subsection (2) (hereafter 
in this paragraph referred to as " the allowance period ") shall -

(a) if the said date has not occurred before the end of the allow­
ance period, be extended for a period of I six weeks and 
thereafter, if and so long as the saicl date has not occurred, 
be further extended for a like peribdat intervals of six 
weeks i and 
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(b) if the said date has occurred' before the end of the allowance 
period, or before the end of that· period as extende~ or 
further extended in accordance with the preceding sub­
paragraph, be extended or further extended until the end 
of the sixth week after the week comprising that date : 

Provided that no extension or further extension shall be made in 
accordance. with this paragraph unless the beneficiary gives to the 
Ministry written notice, in such form as is approved by it for the purpose, 
that it is still to be expected that she will be confined. or (as the case may 
be) that she has been confined and the notice is SO given before the 
expiration of six weeks, or such longer period not exceeding. three 
months as the determining. authority may for good cause allow, cal-
culated - . . 

(i) in a case falling within sub-paragraph (a), from the end of 
the allowance period or that period as extended or further 
extended ; or . 

(ii) in a case falling within sub-paragraph (b), from the end of the 
. week in which the date of the confinement occurred, 

and the b(fneficiary thereafter furnishes, by such means as the determin­
ing authority shall accept as sufficient, evidence in .confirmation of 
her notice . 

.conditions for, and duration of, a maternity allowance by virtue of the 
fact of confinemerit 

9.-(1) In relation to a case where a woman has been confined with: 
out having previously made a claim for a maternity allowance in respect 
of expectation of the confinement (other than any claim which has 
been disallowed) - . . 

(a) subsection (1) of section 14 of the Act shall have effect as if, 
for the condition for entitlement to a maternity allowance 
contained in paragraph (a) of that subsection, there were 
substituted the condition that the woman has been·confuied ; 

(b)-subsection (2) ofthat section' shall have effect (subject to the 
following provisions of this regulation) as if, for the 'period 
mentioned therein, there were substituted: the period of 
seven weeks beginning with the week comprising the date of 
the confine)nent ; and 

(c) the contribution conditions set' out in paragraph 3. of the 
Third Schedule to the Act shall have effect as. if, for the 
reference in sub-paragraph (a) of that paragraph ·to the 
expected week of confiIi.ement, there were substituted a 
reference to the week comprising the date of the confine­
ment. 

(2) Where, in any such case as is mentioned ·in the preceding 
paragraph,' the woman -' 

(a) is confined on a date more than eleven weeks before the 
week in which.it was to have·been:expected that she would 
be confined ; . : 


