
STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS OF A 
GENERAL CHARACTER 

ISSUED IN 1952 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE GRADING AND MARKETING 

Marketing of Fruit 

Conditions of Marketing of Apples 

RULES, DATED THE 18TH FEBRUARY, 1952, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE UNDER 'SECTION FIFTEEN OF THE MARKETING OF 

. FRUIT ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1931, (21 AND 22 GEO. 5. c.28). 

1952. No. 16 

This Order has, beeI:\' revoked' ,by S.R.O. 1952, No: 155 and is not printed at 
length in this Volume. 

RULES, DATED 26TH APRIL, 1952, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL­
TUREUNDER SECTION FIFTEEN OF THE MARKETING OF FRUIT ACT 
(NORTHERN IREL~ND); 1931, (21 AND 22 GEO. 5 C.28). 

1952. No. 62 

This Order has been revoked by S.R.O. 1952, No. 155 and is not printed at 
length, in this Volume. 

, , 

RULES, DATED THE 13TH AUGUST, 1952, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE UNDER SECTION 15 OF THE MARKETING OF FRUIT 
ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1931 (21 AND 22 GEO. 5. c;8). ' 

1952. No. 155 

The Ministry of Agriculture in exercise of the powers conferred 
, upon it by Section Fifteen of the M~rketing of Fruit Act (Northern 

Ireland), .1931, and of every other power enabling it in that behalf, 
orders and it is hereby ordered as follows :'-' 

Definitions 
1. In these Rules :-

(1) the expression "Ministry" shall mean th,e Ministry of 
Agriculture; 

(2) the expression " prescribed " shall mean prescribed by the 
Ministry of Agriculture ; , 

(3) the expression " authorised " shall mean authorised ,by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

Application 
2. These Rules shall apply to apples only. 



2 AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE 

Licences 

3.-(1) Application for a licence shall be made in the form or to the 
effect stated in the First Schedule to these Rules. 

(2) A licenc.e shall be in the form or to the effect stated in the 
Second Schedule to these Rules. 

Permits 

4.-(1) Application for a permit may be made in the form or to the 
effect stated in the seventh Schedule to these Rules. 

(2) A Permit may be in the f0rm ,or to the effect stat~d in the 
Eighth Schedule to these Rules. 

Conditions to be observed by licence-holders or permit holders when con­
signing Apples from Northern'Ireland under the authority of a lic.ence 

or permit 

5.-:-(1) A licence-holder shall maintain in Northern Irelandpremises 
inchldingstorage ;;tnd .other facilities satisfactory to the Ministry for 
the handling and packing of ·apples. . . 

(2) A licence-holder or permit-holder shall':-

(a) not seD:d any apples out of Northern Ireland to Great Britain 
or the Isle of Man save under the authority of his ,own 
licence or permit the number of which shall 'be cleady . 

. marked on each container ; 
(b) be responsible for the standard 0f the contents -of each 

container; 
(c) furnish to the carrier or person conveying the apples a 

Return of Shipment to accomp;;tny the consignment in the 
form or to the effect stated in the Sixth Schedule to these 
Rules. Where such ,consignmen.t 1s loaded in :two or .more 
vehicles, the licence-holder or permit-holder shaH fuxnish a 
separate Return of Shipment in respect of each vehicle. 
Where such consignment, loaded lim one vehi.cle, incLudes Jots 
consigned to two or more c0nsignees, the licence-holder or 
permit-holder shall furnish a separate Retlil:rfi of Shipment 
iIi respect of each such lot. 

(3) Graded apples sent by licence-holders or permit-holders 
fr.om N Qr,ther.n :Lr.el;;tnd to Gr.eat Britam ·or :the Isle of M;;l;I;l under the 
authority of a licence or permit shall be :~ 

«(Z~ ·.qf the sta,ndards of .quality ,as laidd0wn in tb.e Third Schedule 
to these Rules, and . 

(b) in containers which are of the types specified in the Fourth 
Schedule to these Ru1es and which are packed and marked 
as laid down in that Schedule. 
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Consignment of Culinary Apples below " Domestic" standard 

6. Notwithstanding any provisions of these Rules, culinary apples 
which fail to reach the requirements for" Domestic" Standard as laid 
down in the Third Schedule to these Rules but which are Seconds (as 
defined in Part 1 of the Fifth Schedule to these Rules) may be sent 
for the fresh fruit market to Great Britain or the Isle of Man on and 
after 1st January, 1953, subject to the conditions that they shall be 
packed only in Box" Z" or in half-barrels (kegs), the specifications 
for the construction of which are given in the said schedule, and shall 
conform to the other requirements laid down in that Schedule. 

Grade Designations 
7. The designations Fancy (" F "), and Domestic (" Dom "), 

referred to in the Third Schedule to these Rules shall be the " grade 
designations" for the purposes of Section 10 of the Marketing of Fruit 
Act (Northern Ireland), 1931, and the standard as to quality laid down 
in the Third Schedule to these Rules shall be the definition of quality 
referred to in that Act as " the statu~ory definition." 

Small Consignments 
8. The provisions of Part I of the Marketing of Fruit Act (Northern 

Ireland), 1931, shall not apply to consignments of apples sent to Great 
Britain or the Isle of Man from Northern Ireland weighing not more 
than one and a half hundredweights. 

Ungraded Fruit for lVlanufacture 
9. Licence-holders or permit-holders may send ungraded apples 

from Northern Ireland to Great Britain or the Isle of Man subject to 
the conditions laid down in the Ninth Schedule to these Rules. 

Con}(liners for Apples sold or offered or exposed for sale within Northern 
Ireland to a retailer for the p1!trpose of resale by him .. 

10. On a sale or offer or exposure for sale of apples within Northern 
Ireland by any person to a retailer for the purpose of resale by him, 
such aforesaid person shall mark or cause to be marked on each package 
or container in which the apples are sold, offered or exposed for sale 
or delivered to the retailer, or on a label firmly attached to the package 
or container, in letters and figures not less than 1 inch high, the net 
weight of apples contained therein when so sold, offered or exposed for 
sale or delivered to the retailer. 

Revocation 
11. Rules specified in the Tenth Schedule to these Rules are hereby 

revoked; 
Provided that the provisions of sub~se~tion (2) of section thirty-eight 

of the Interpretation Act, 1889, shall apply on such revocation in like 
manner as the said provisions apply on the repeal of an Act of the 
Parliament of Northern Ireland. 
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Commencement 
12. These Rules.shall come into operation on the fourteenth day of 

August, 1952. 
Short Title 

13. These Rules may be cited as the Marketing of Fruit Rules 
(Northern Ireland), 1952. 

(L.S) 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agriculture .for 
Northern Ireland this 13th day of August, Nineteen hun­
dred and fifty-two, in the presence of 

W. H.Long, 
Assistant Secretary. 

FIRST SCHEDULE M.F.1 

FORM OF ApPLICATION FOR A LICENCE UNDER THE MARKETING OF FRUIT ACT 
(NORTHERN IRELAND); 1931 

(1) I/we ......................................................................................................................................................................................... . 
hereby apply for a licence under the above-mentioned Act to send fruit to 
Great Britain or the Isle of Man. . 

(2) I/We enclose herewith cheque for £1 being the annuaI"fee prescribed' by the 
above-mentioned Act for a Licence. 

(3) I/We maintain storage and other facilities for handling and packing of apples 
at ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

(4) I/We hereby undertake, in the event of a Licence being granted to me/us, to 
comply with the provisions of the above-mentioned Act and of the Rules made 
thereunder and with such Rules and directions as the Ministry may from time 
to time issue. 
Signature of Applicant(s) ........................................................................................................................................ .. 

Full Postal Address ............................................................................... : .......... ,,. ............. .. 

To the Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Stormont, 

Date ............................................. · ............. .. 

Belfast. 
SECOND SCHEDULE M.F.2 

MARKETING OF FRUIT ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1931 

Liceace Number ... , .................................................................. .. 

LICENCE 

This is to certify that ........................................................................................................................................................... . 
of ................................ : ...................................................................................................................................................................................... . 
in the County of ................................................. , .................. : ............... is/are licensed under .the above-
mentioned Act to send fruit to Great Britain or the Isle of Man, subject to compliance 
with the provisions of the Act and the Rules made thereunder and with such Rules 
'and directions as the Ministry may from time to time issue. 

This licence is valid up to and including the .............................. day of... ............................................ , 
19 ... : .............. . 

Dated this .................................... day of ...................................................... 19 ............ . 

Authorised OffiGer 
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THIRD SCHEDULE 

MARI{RTING OF FRUIT ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1931 

STANDARDS OF GRADING AND QUALITY' 

FANCY (" F") 
Grading 

For apples of a shape and colour~char­
acteristic of the variety. The diameter 
of any apple in this grade shall not be 
less than 2t inches for culinary apples 
and not less than 2 inches for dessert 
apples. ' . 

Quality 
Apples shall be clean and in good con­

dition, and shall be free from such 
blemishes or mechanical injuries as are 
calculated ,to impair their keeping 
q1,lalities. Skin blemishes shall not 
exceed a total area of t inch square on 
anyone culinary apple or i inch square 
on anyone dessert .apple. 

DOMESTIC (" DOM ") 
Grading 

For apples of a reasonably uniform 
shape. The diameter of any apple 
shall not be less than 2;1; inches for 
culinary apples and not less than 2 
inches for dessert apples. 

Quality 
Apples shall be clean and in good con­

dition, and shall be free from such . 
blemishes or mechanical injuries as are 
calculated to impair their keeping 
qualities. Skin blemishes shall not 
exceed a total area of i inch square on 
arty one culinary apple, or t inch square 
on any .one dessert apple. 

N.B.l-" Clean" means free from dirt, spray residue and other foreign material. 

N.B.2- The diameter as referred to above means the longest transverse dimension 
taken at right angles to a line running from the eye (blossom) to the stem as 
shown in the following illustration :-

A 1(:-----;----->1 e, 

The diameter of the apple in above sketch is the distance between the points 
A and B. 

FOURTH SCHEDULE 

MARKETING OF FRUIT ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1931 

PART I 

Packages and Packing Material for" Fancy" and" Domestic" Grades 
1. Apples shall be packed in any of the· following containers, specifications 'for the 

construction of which are given below :­
(1) British Standard ilpple box 
(2) Box" Z" 
(3) Carton (two types) 
(4) Half-barrel (keg) 


