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Schemes for the Erection of Houses for Owner Occupation 

REGULATIONS, DATED' 10TH JANUARY, 1952, MADE BY niE MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER THE HOUSING (No.2) 
ACT (N ORTfIERN IRELAND), 1946. 

1952. No.3 

The Ministry of Health and Local Government for Northern Ireland 
(in these Regulations referred to as " the Ministry"), in exercise of the 
powers conferred upon it by the Housing (No.2) Act (Northern, 
Ireland)~ 1946 (in these Regulations referred to as " the Act "), hereby 
makes the following Regulations :-

1.-':'(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Housing (Owner 
Occupation) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1952. 

(2) In these Regulations the expression "appropriate local 
authority" means the local authority for the area in which the housing 
accommodation is to b~ provided. 

(3) The Interpretation Act, 1921, shall apply for the purpose of 
the interpretation of these Regulations as it applies to the interpretation 
of. an Act ofthe Parliament of Northern Ireland. 

2. The following Regulations are hereby revoked :-
The Housing (Owner Occup~tion) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 

1946; (a) 
The Housing (Owner Occupati0l1) (Amendment) Regulations (Nor-

thern Ireland), 1946, (b) and , 
, The Housing (Owner Occupation) (Amendment) Regulations (Nor­
thern Ireland), 1950 (c). 

3. A person desirous of providing himself with housing accom­
modation, or a person who wishes to erect houses for sale to persons 
desirous of providing themselves with such accommodation, under the 
provisions of the Act, shall submit proposals to the appropriate local 
authority hi accordance with the provisions of' Schedule I to these' 
Regulations.. ' 

4. It shall be a condition of approval to any proposals submitted to 
a local authority under section six of the Act that the standards as to 
siting, accommodation and construction which are specified in 
Schedules II, III and IV of these Regulations (in these Regulations 
referred to as " the pre!?cribed staf1.dards ") and the method of measuring 
the superficial area which is specified, in Schedule V of these Regu­
lations, are observed. .The payment of grants under the Act towards 
the cost of the provision of any accommodation provided thereunder 
shall be subject to compliance with the prescribed standards. 

(a) S. R. & O. (N.!.) 1946, No.1-55,; (b) S, R. & O. (N.I.) 1946, No. 179 ; 
(c) S. R. & O. (N.I.) 1950, No. 82. ,. 
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S. . The Ministry may assent to the modification of ot departure 
from the provisions of these Rt\gulations .. 

6. Any questions which, ~ay arise as to the iriterpret~tion of these 
Regulations. shall be referred to; and determined by, the Ministry, 
whose decision shall be final. 

. . 7. Any hous~ in respect of which .. a grant: is payable' or has been 
paid. under Part III of the. Act sha:ll during erection .and fora period .af 
five years next after the date of payment of the grant be open to in­
spection by any duly authorised officer of the local' authority. or of the 
Ministry. . 

8. The local authority in whose area houses are proposed t? be 
built may, if they so desire, require the applicant to give an undertaking, 
in writing, to pay to' them, in respect of any expenses incurred by them 
in the examination of plans and any other work involved in' cannection 
with the application, a fee not exceeding £1 ls. Od. (one guinea) in 
t~spect of each 'house: provided" however, that wh,ere less than three 
houses are to be' erected in accordance with anyone, hou'se type plan, 
the minimu~fee chargeable in respect of those: houses shi;lll be £3 
"3$ •. 04 .. (three guineas). 

The fees shall be payable to the iocal authority prior to the issue. of 
·Certificates" % A ", or" % D ", as the c~se inay be, 

(LS.) 

Sealed with the Official Seal· of the Ministry ·of· Health and 
. Lacal Government for Northern Ireland this tenth day .of 
January, One thousand nine hundred ahd fifty-two, in the 
presence o,f . 

Ronald Green, 
Assistant S.ecretary. 

SCHEDULE I 

EREGTION OF HOUSES FOR OWNER OCCUPATION: 
GENERAL ·PROCEDURE. 

PART I : Procedure in the case where a person wishes to erect 4 house jor his own oc~upation • 

. "1. A person' who desires to erect ~ house for his 9wn occupation under' the pro­
visions of the Act shall as a. first st~p give. notice; in writing,. to the approp!iat~ ~ocal 
authority ; thi~ notice shall be accompanied by:location plan, in duplicate,. to a scale of 
1/2500, suitably. colol,lred tq.show the ptopqsed site in a dea. rel.atiou· to 'existing. 
development in the area : the plan rhlistpe stich that the site can easily be identified 
therefrom. . ' .. '. '. . 

2. On receipt of written intim,ation from the· lo~l authority that the latter is 
prepared to consider proposals, when submitted in the manner hereinafter prescribed, 
there shall- be forwarded to the authority th~undel,'-rnentiQn~d documents in dup-
Jir;ate:.:.,.... . 
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(a) House Plans. 
Complete house plans (with sections and elevations) of the house proposed 

·to be erected, to a scale of one inch to four feet. These plans are to be 
fully dimensioned, and must show the areas of the rooms (to indicate' 
compli~ce with the prescribed standards) : they must be coloured, or 
section lined, and full details of construction, plumbing and drainage, and 
generally the nature of :the different materials, must be described thereon. 

(b) Specification. 
A complete and detailed specification of all the works proposed. 

3. Subject to the proposals complying with the requirements of these Regulations, 
the local authority shall issue, to the person who has submitted theprdposals, a 
Certificate (Certificate" % A ") in the form appended to this Schedule returning 
one set of the plans and specification with the approval of the local authority duly 
endorsed thereon. This Certificate should be forwarded to the Ministry of Finance 
when application is made for a building licence. 

4. The erection of a house under the Act shall not be commenced until (a) a 
Certificate" % A " has been received from the local authority (accompanied by the 
approved plans and specification), and (b) the appropriate licence to build has been 
issued by the Ministry of Finance. 

5. Before the foundations of a house are laid notification shall be sent to the local 
authority intimating that it is proposed to lay the foundations, and specifying the date 
oil which it is intended to lay them. 

6. When the erection of a house has been completed, the person who submitted 
the proposals shall forthwith notify, in writing, the local authority and at the same 
time shall state whether any alterations have taken place in the original siting, in 
which event, an amended location plan to a scale of 1/2500 must accompany the noti­
fication. The local authority shall thereupon cause the house to be inspected by a 
duly authorised officer and, if the authority is satisfied that the erection of the hO].lse 
has been completed in a proper and workmanlike manner, and in accordance with the' 
prescribed standards and conditions, it shall issue a Certificate" % B ", which shall 
be in the form appended to this Schedule. 

7. The grant for which a p'erson who has erected a house under approved proposals 
is eligible shall be payable by the local authority as soon as practicable following the 
receipt of the form of claim forming part of the Certificate" 0/0 B " in respect of that 
house. 

S. The local authority shall forward to the Ministry after the payment of a grant 
in respect of a house a Certificate (Certificate" % C ") and claim (which shall be in 
the form appended to this Schedule) for the recoupment to the authority of the 
appropriate sum, payable by the Ministry under the provisions of the Act, which sum 
shall (subject to the provisions of paragraph nine of'this Schedule) be paid to the local 
authority as soon as reasonably practicable after receipt of Certificate "0/0 C", 
provided that the Ministry is satisfied that the statutory and prescribed conditions 
have been complied with in respect of that house. 

9. Certificate" % C" shall be subject to certification by the Local Government 
Auditor after payment has been made by the Ministry. 

PART II : Procedure in the case where a person erects houses for sale to persons 
requiring the accommodation for their own occupa#on. 

10. A person who desires to erect a house, or houses, for sale under the provisions 
of the Act (hereinafter referred to as " the owner ") shall, as a first step, give notice, 
in writing, to the appropriate local authority stating the number of houses proposed 
to be built; this notice shall be accompanied by location plans- in duplicate, to a scale 
of 1/2500, suitably coloured to show the proposed site, or sites, in a clear relation to 
existing development in the area : the plan must be such that the site, or sites, can 
easiiy be identified therefrom. 
11. On receipt of written intimation from the local authority that the latter is 

prepared to consider a scheme, when submitted in the manner hereinafter prescribed, 
the owner shall forward to the authority the under-mentioned documents in dup­
licate :-

(a) l-ayout Plan and Sections for Roads and Ser'Qices. 
A plan, to a scale Of 1/S00-(together with the necessary cross and longitudinal 
sections to a convenient scale) dearly showing the proposed roads and 
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public footpaths, sewers ,and drains, water and gas'mains, ,electrical trans­
r;ni~sion lines ,and cables, ,all related to contours ,lnd other ground' levels, 
and also to existing roads and services. 
This layout plan may not be required if ali the information concerning roads 
and services is included in the genera~ layout plan referred to next. 

(b.) General I"ayout Plein, 
A ,pian, to a scale of 1/50Q, clearly 'showing ~ 
(a) the proposed houses (suitably identified by number, and type) and 

other buildings, roads and footpaths. ' 
(b) the 'boundaries of the site; 
(c) by colour, or otherwise, the different features of the layout, e.g., house 

b,1ocks, roads and footpaths, open spaces, etc. 
(d) existing buildings which adjoin the site, or are to remain on the site; 
,(e) existihgnatural features, such,as trees, hedges and'streams ; 
(f) contours' and necessary spot levels; 

, (g) all dimensions necessary to indicate compliance with the prescribed 
standards, e.g., distances betweenho\lse blocks, etc. 

(h) widths of carriageways and footpaths. 
in circumstances where it would not be practicable to show the full 

general layout to 17500 scale on one drawing, the layout may be broken into 
sections, to a scale of 1/500, with, if necessary, a key plan to a convenient 
scale: 

(c) House Plans. 
Complete house plans" to a scale of one inch to four feet, with sections and 
elevations of each of the ,types ,of houses propo,sed to be erected. These 
plans are to be fully dimensioned, and must show the areas of the rooms 
(to inp,icate compliance with the prescribed standards) ,: they 'must be 
coloured, or section lined, and full details of construction, plumbing and 
drainage at+d, generally, the riature of the differ,ent materials, ,must be 
described thereon. In cases where it is proposed to arrange houses of 
c:Hfferent types in blocks, it will, generally, be necessary to ,submit add#ional 
drawings to a convenient scale showing plans and elevations of the pro­
posed arrangement. 

(d) Specffir:atipn. 
A complete and detailed specification for­
(a) roads and ser'!'ices ; and 
(b) houses and other im,rnediatesite works. 

12. Subject to the scheme complying with the requirements of these Regulations, 
the local authority ,shall issue to the owner a Certificate (Certificate" 0/0]) "); in the 
form appended to this Schedule, and return one set of the plans'and specification with 
the approval of the local authority, duly endorsed thereon. 'This Certificate ~hould 
be forwarded to the Ministry of Finance when application is made for a bui~ding 
licence. 

13,. The erection of houses under the Act shall not be commenced imtil (a) a 
<;:ertificate " 0/0 D" has been received from the local authority, (accorp.panied by 
the approved plans' and specifications) and (b) the apPropriate licence to build has been 
.issued by the Ministry of Finance. ' 

14. Before the foUndations of a house are laid the owner shall 'send a notification 
to ,the local authority intimating that it is proposed to lay the fOUI).dations, and specify-
ing,the date on whiCh it is intended to lay them., : 

15. When, the: erec#on of a house has been completed, the owner shall forthwith 
notify, in writing, the local authority and at the same tiine shall state whether any 
alterations have taken place in the original siting, in which event, an amended location 
plan to a scale of 1/2500 must accompany the notification. The local authority shall 
thereupon cause the house to be inspected by a duly authorised officer and; if the 
authority is satisfied that the erection of the house has been completed 4>., a proper 
!lIld workmanlike maimer and in accordance with the prescribed standards and con­
ditioIW" jt shall issue a Certificate" % E " to the owner, which shall be in the form 

, appended tot):1is Schedule. ' 
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16 .. The grant,. for which an owner who has erected a house' under an approved 
scheme is eligible, shall be payable by the local.authority as soon as practicable f!>llow­
ing the ieceipt of the form of claim forming part of the Certificate " % E" in 
respect of that house. 

17. The local authority shall forWard to the Ministry after the payment of a grant 
in respect of a house a Certificate (Certificate" % F") and claim, (which shall be in 
the form appended to this Schedule), for the recoupment to the authority of the 
appropriate sum, payable by the Ministry under the provisions of the Act, which sum 
shall (subject to the provisions of paragraph eighteen of this Schedule) be paid to the 
local authority as soon as reasonably practicable· after receipt of Certificate" % F''', 
provided that the Ministry is satisfied that the statutory and prescribed conditions 
have been complied with in respect of that house. 

18. Certificate" % F" shall be subject to certification 'by the Local Government 
Auditor after payment has been made by the Ministry. 

Certificate 010 A. 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND. 

HOUSING (No.2) ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1946. 

ERECTION OF HOUSES FOR OWNER OCCUPATION. 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL OF PROPOSALS TO CONSTRUCT 
A HOUSE. 

·Certificate No~ .......................... , .. . 

To ........................................................................ , ............................... : ........... ; .................... , 

of , ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

This is to Certify :-
(1) that the ....................................... , .................................................................... Council have approved the 

house plans and specifications (hereinafter referred to as "the proposals") 
submitted .to them on the day of 19 ., in 
respect of the house desc:t:ibed below; . 

(2) that the proposals comply with the prescribed standards. 

(3) that if the house is ultimately certified to have been satisfactorily completed, in 
accordance with the proposals now approved, and the Council are. satisfied 
that:- . 
(a) the house falls within one of the categories specified in the Order for the 

time being in force under Section 15 of the Act; 
(b) .the cost to the owri.er (that is to say the person named in this Certificat!! 

at whose expense the house h,as been provided) has not exceeded the per­
, mitted cost of erection specified in the building licence authorising the 

construction of the house, and, 
(c) the house is not so constructed as to be capable of being easily amalgamated 

with any other house, or houses, so that such houses together foim a single 
house; 

the Council will undertake to pay to the owner the grant provided .for under the 
Act. . 

Given under my hand this day of 19 

(Signed) ........................... , .................. " ....................... ; ................ " ................ .. 
for and on behalf of the Council. 

NOTE: Approval for the purposes of planning and building bye-laws must be ob-
tained from the aPpropriate authorities. . 
An .applitl!tion must also be made to the Ministry of Finance for Northern 
Ireland for a building licence; this Certificate should be attached. .... .' 


