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 ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS.

Citation ; Interpretation; Date of coming into force."
Application,,

The Returning Officer, his Deputies and his offices for’

’ the purpose of the election.

(1) Returning Officer to carry out duties in accordance with
" Regulations.

(2) Appointment of Deputy Returning Officers.

(8) Returning Officers where two Rural District Councils

have common Clerk.
Powers and duties of Deputy Returning Officer.
Place of Election and Offices for purpose of Election.

Procedure ﬁﬂ'or to the Poll.

Timetable.

-Publication -of Notices,

Notice of Election.

Nomination of Candidates.

Time for sending in Nomination Papers.

Procedure on receipt of Nominations.

Withdrawal of Candidate.

Notification to Candidates. :

Publication of Statement of Persons Nominated.

Relation of Nominations to Vacancies.

Insufficient candidates for casual vacancies in County Borough
or Borough.

Death of Candidate.

Procedure in connection with the Poll.

Date of Poll.
Polling Stations.
Notice of Poll.
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Appoiritment of Pres1d1ng Officers and Poll Clerks.

Attendance of Constables.

Duties and powers of a Presiding Ofﬁcer.

Equipment of Polling Stations.

Register of Electors.

Stamping Instrument.

Ballot Papers.

Ballot Boxes.

Directions to Voters.

Opening of Poll.

Procedure during the recording of his vote by an elector.

Special procedure for Assisted Voters.

Tendered Votes.

Declaration re Personation.

Cessation of issue of Ballot Papers and cleaung of Polling
Station at close of Poll.

Sealing of Ballot Boxes.

Ballot Paper Account.

Packets to be made up and sealed by Presiding Officer..

Statement of persons given into custody.

Delivery of Ballot Boxes and Packets to Returning Officer.

Duties of Senior Presiding Officer.

Procedure 1 connection with the Count.

Where votes are to be counted; provision, staffing and
equipment of suitable room. '

Persons permitted to be present at the count.

Opening of Boxes, counting and preliminary sorting of Papers,
and verification of Ballot Paper Account.

Rectification of mis-deposit of Papers at simultaneous elections
of Aldermen and Councillors.

Rectification of mis-deposit of Papers at simultaneous elections
of County and Rural Councillers.

Comparison of number of papers found in Ballot Box with
number issued at Polling Station. '

Procedure to be followed When result of companson ascer-

" tained.

Method of counting.
Counting to proceed continuously.
Rejected Papers.

. Statement of verification of Ballot Paper Accounts.

Statement of number of votes obtained by each Candidate
and of number of votes rejected. ‘

Returning Officer after completion of count to place documents
in one sealed parcel and one unsealed parcel ; retention and
ultimate destruction of documents.

Right of inspection of Rejected Ballot Papers under a Court
Order. '
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Right of inspection of Counterfoils and used Ballot Papers
under a Court Order.

Documents in Returning Officer’s unsealed parcel to be
opened for inspection on payment of fee.
Production of documents demanded by Court.

Result of Poll and of Elections.

Determination and declaration of Result of Poll.
Public notice of Result of Elections.

General.
Declaratmn of Secrecy by those present in Polling Stations
or at the count.

Maintenance of Secrecy by those present in Polling Stations
or at the count.

Certificate by Returning Officer under Section 23 (7) of the
Act of 1946,

.Validity of acts done in absence of Agents.

Returning Officer acting as Presiding Officer.
Disability for appointment by Returning Officer.
Candidate acting as own Agent.

Power to substitute an Agent.

Prohibition on disclesure of vote.
Non-compliance with Regulations.

Use of School and Public Room for Poll,

Mark instead of signature.
Misnomer-—Inaccurate Description.

Offences and Penal Provisions.

Forms.

Expenses.

Revocation of superseded Orders and Regulations

Schedules.
FIRST SCHEDULE Timetable.

. SEcOND SCHEDULE ~ Forms to be used in proceedings prior
to Poll.

THIRD SCHEDULE Forms to be used in connection with
the Poll.

* FourTH ScHEDULE  Forms to be used in ploceedmgs sub-

Sequent to the Poll.

* FIFTH SCHEDULE Revocations.
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The Ministry of Home Affairs (hereinafter referred to as “ the
Ministry ”’) in exercise of the powers vested in it by sub-section (1)
of Section fifty-one of the Elections and Franchise Act (Northern
Ireland), 1946 (Reprint to 1948) (hereinafter referred to as the
“ Act of 1946 ) and of every other power it thereunto enabling,
hereby makes the following Regulations :—

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Electoral (Local
Government Elections) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1949.

(2) The Interpretation Act, 1921, applies to the interpretation
of these Regulations as it applies to the mterpretatlon of an Act of
the Pa11nment of Northern Ireland.

(8) These Regulations shall come into force on the 1st day of
April, 1949.

2. These Regulations shall apply to the conduct of all ordinary
Local Government Elections and save as otherwise provided in
these Regulations, to elections specially held to fill casual vacancies
in County Boroughs and Boroughs.- :

Returning Officer.

3.—(1) The Returning Officer, being the officer de51gnated in
section twenty of the Act of 1946, in respect of the several local
authorities therein mentioned, shall carry out his duties in accord-
ance with the provisions of these Regulations.

(2) The Returning Officer may, in writing, appoint a competent
person or persons to be his deputy or deputies for all or any of the
duties appertaining to his office subject to the following con-
ditions :—

(#) In any County Electoral Division containing, or con-
tained in, a Borough or an Urban District the Town
Clerk of the Borough, or Clerk to the Urban District

. Council shall be the deputy.

() In any County Electoral Division wholly contained in a
Rural District, the Clerk to the Rural District Council
shall be the deputy.

(¢) If the office of Town Clerk of a Borough or the Clerk to an
Urban or a Rural District Council is vacant, or such
Clerk, from illness, or other sufficient cause is, or becomes,
unable to perform the duties of deputy, the Returning
Officer may, if he thinks fit, appoint some other com-
petent person to perform the duties of deputy or such of
the said duties as remain to be performed in the County
Electoral Division concerned.

(8) Where the position of Clerk to two or more Rural Dlstnct

Councils is held by the same officer, that officer shall act as Returning
Officer for such oneé of the said Rural Districts as’he may elect and
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shall appoint some other competent person to act as Returning

Officer in his-stead in each of the other Rural Districts of the
Council of which he is Clerk, and for the purposes of these Regula-
tions the person so appointed shall be deemed to be the Returning
Officer for all purposes in connection with the election of Rural
District Councillors for the Rural Dlstnct for which he is so
appointed. -

Deputy Returning Officer.

4. A Deputy Returning Officer shall have all the rights, powers,
duties and liabilities of the Returning Officer by whom he is
appointed in relation to the matters in respect of which he is
appointed as deputy.

Place of -Eleption -and Offices for purpose of Election.

5.—(1) The Returning Officer shall appoint the place of election in .

accordance with the provisions of sub-section (3} of Sectien twenty-
seven of the Act of 1946.

. Provided, however, that where a Direction of the Ministry is

sought under the provisions of paragraph (c) of the said sub-section,
‘the Returning Officer shall apply for such Direction not less than
seven days before the day on which the Notice of Election required
under Regulation 8 hereof is to be published under Regulation 6
hereof,

(2) The place so appointed as aforesaid shall be the principal office
for the purpose of the election but the Returning Officer may, if he
so desires, appoint such other place or places within the Local
Government Electoral area-as he considers necessary, to be sub-
-sidiary offices for the conduct of the election.

Time-table.

8. | The Returning Officer shall, in the conduct of an election,
adhere to the appropriate time-table as set out in the First Schedule
hereto for the local authority with which he is concerned.

 Publication of Notices.

7. Unless otherwise prescribed by these Regulations, any public
notice required shall be given by :(—

(a) advertisement in one or more newspapers circulating
in the area to which the notice relates ; or
(b) the exhibition of posters in suitable pos1t1ons throughout
~ the area; or
- {¢) both the foregomg methods ; or

[\

contents of the Notice to the attention of the persons
interested.

{@) any other method which is, in the oinmon of the Return-
ing Officer, -desirable for the purpose of bringing the



