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Citation, 
commence­
ment and 
. interpreta­
tion. 

'The National Insurance Joint Authority, in exercise of the 
powers conferred by sections 13(3) and {-6), 14 and 15 6f the National 

.Insurance Act (Northern hce~~p.dL lM(j) and of all other powers 
enabling them in that behalf, herebY make. the following reg-u .. 
lations :-

1.-(1) These regulations lIj..:ay be cned as the NatioIi,al Illsurance 
(Maternity Benefit) Regulations '(Nortl?-ern Ireland), 1948, and shall 
come into operation 01,1. the 21st J~me, 1948 . 

(2) In these regulations, unless the context ,otherwise' 
requires-

" the. Act" means- the National Insurance A~t' (Northern 
Ireland), 1946; . . 

" the Ministry" means t-he M-inist.t:y of Labour and National 
Insurance for Np!~h.~f)1· OCp,ela'lJ,,Q. ;;. 

"the determining authority" means an insurance officer, a' 
local tribunal or th.€!. nmpiI:e,.:as the case· may require, 
appointed or constituted in accordance with the National 
Insurance (Determination 0.L..C'I.:aims and Questions) Regula­
tions (Northerp Ireland), 1:948) 
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,Mart'-ied Women ;Regulations 

REGULATIONS, DATEJ? 2l'JD JULY,. 1948, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
LABOU~ AND NATIONAL INSU:JMNC~i IN CONJUNCTION W~TH. 'T-~ 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE, UNDER THE NA',I'IONAL INSURANCE ACT 
(NORTHERN IRELAND), I946. 

194.8. No. 220 

'the Ministry of Labour and National Insurance,' 'acting iii" conjunction 
with the Ministry of Finance, in exercise Df the powers conferre,d by 
sections I2 (4) and 56 of the National Insurance Act (Northern Ireland), 
I946, and of all other powers enabling at in that behalf, hereby make~ 
the 'following re~~ations: - . '. 

: 1.~(I)' These Teg]l1ations may be cited'as -the National. Insurance 
(Married Women) Regu~atiops (Norther.n Ireland), I948, a~d shall come 
into operation on the' 2nd ]uly,.I948. 

(2) In these regula,tions, unless the context otherwise requites­

"the Act" means the -National Insurance Act (Northern 
Ireland)" I946;. ' . 

"the Insurance ,Act" means the National Health Insurance 
Act, I936; 

" the 'Contributory Pensions Act" means the' Widow~", Orphans' 
and Old Age- ConinibutQry Pension,s Act (Northern Ireland), 
I936; . 

"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Labour and N:ational 
Insurance'·for Northern Ireland; ,., 

," contribution year'" and " benefit year" have the same meaIi~ 
- :ings' as' In the National Insurance (General Benefit) Regula-
. tions (Northern Ireland), I948; . 

" week" means a contribution week; 

•• marriage " includes any 
" married ", wherever it 
accordiJ?-gly; 

remarriage, and 
occurs, shall be 

apd other expressipns have the'same meanings as in the Act.· 

the word 
construed 

(3) References in these regulations to any enactment or regula­
tions shali Indude references to such eriactment 'or regulations as 
amended'. by any subsequent enactment, order or regulations. 

(4') The Interpretation Ad., I92I, 'applies to the interpretation of 
these regulations as it 'applies to the interpI'etation--of 'an Act of the 
Parliament, of Northern'Ireland. ". 
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, " 2.~(I} ,,(a) A: Woman may eleGt' not to De,: :-arrd thereaft~r: (subj ect to Married, 
tJie provisions, 'of- paragraph (2) of, this r:egulation)' shall not' be" liable w.homen', " 

, 'b ,- d h A . ' t ' fIt w ° are to pay contn ,uhons' un er t e' ct'ill, respec ,:0 an~t, emp oyme)1 : as: ;in employed', 
employed"persciri for: any period during: which: she is married. ' , persons .. 

"(b) Nothing, in this: regulation shall, relieVe; an, employer 
of any liability'imposed on hi~ by the' Act, in r,elation ,to: employ~r:' s 
<::bntribritions. . 

(z):,::-(a) Any sm::h electio'n by"a '~arried woro,an not to ,pay con~ 
tributions as an employed persi:m:may be made by her at any. time by 
giving notice in .writing 'to the Ministry, to that effect,.· and the election 
,shall be operative from the beginning 'of thee wee~ next but one follow­
ing the wee,k: in which, the notice ',was, giv~n or from such earlier: date 
as'th5l Ministry may allow" ' 

: .' (b) Any such. election, bY' a married woman ~a y be cancelled 
by her at any time: by' giv.ing notice to the Ministry to, that effect" and 
such,:cancellationshall be operative. from the beginning of the week next· 
but .. one following- the, week in. which tJ;1e' notice waS' given or, from such 
earlieroate as the Ministry may allow:. 

, P~ovided that su~h cancellatton' shall.be without preJudice' to the right 
of the, 'person concerned again to mak~ any such election from time 
to time. ' ' , ' 

. . . . 

"'(3):"'-'-(a) A married woman who has eleCted not, to pay contribu­
tions in accordance with the provisions of this regulation, :arid who is at the 
time of the eiection" in' an employed' contributor's -employment ,.or t]:1ere­
'arterenters such employment; shall,' at that Hme or' at the, commence­
ment' of the subsequent employme,nt,' as the case may be, make appliCa­
tion to the M~nistry for a certificate of such'eledion, which shall be iss1i~d 
to' her 'by, the Ministry-oir any such aJpplication, and the married woman 
shall. 'produce ,such, ~ertificate to her employer forthwith. 

, ' , (b) If a married woman cancels any such ,election in accord­
"ance, wilh the prov,isions" of this. regulation,she ,shall surrender thl? 
certificate.to the Ministry at the time of'the cancellation, and forthwith 
notify her employer of t~e cancellation. " " 

(4) Where a ,married' woman has cancelled he;r ele'etion. hot to: 
pay contributions as an' employed person, any contributions paid .by, or. 

. 'credited to her as an employed person (or, if ~he becomes self-employed, 
as a self~etnp'loyed pers~m) on or after th~ date on· whi~]:1. the can.cellati9:Q. 
became operative' shall not be taken into account. for .the purpose of. 
cletermining her right to unemployment benefif or siGkness benefltttndei:: 
the Act unless, before the day for which beriefit is claimed,' in the case : 
of une,niployment benefit, Condition I. of the, "schedule to ,these regUla­
tions, has been"satisfied, and, in the case ,of sickness: benefit, Condition:- II 
of that schedui¢:has been satisfied, and unless in either ~ase·,thecontri..; 
butions7:"so:.paici' 'or -'credited. are' in. re::;pect of' weeks: commencing on o~ 
afte~·th.e,Qperative date of the said cancelIa,tioI,l.' , .1 
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Married ". 3.-':"'(:1:) (a) A . woman shall be excepted from liability to pay. Gonfri­
women who .butions in~respect' of any employinent as a self"employed person for any 
are self-
employed period during which she is" mamied unless sne 'elects (in accordance with 
persons. paragraph' (2) of this regulation) to be liable to pay those contriQutions. 

(b) Where a married woman has not elected under the fore­
'going provision of this paragraph to pay contributions as ~ self-employed. 
,person, she may elect (subject to the provisions of regul;3.tions 5 .anp 

6) to pay contributions as if she were a non-employed person, :notwith-
·standing that $he is a self-employed person. 

(z)-(a) (i) Any such election by a married wo¢an to pay coil­
tributions, either as a self-employed person or as if she were it non­
'employed person, in respect of self-employment existing at ih:e date of 

. her marriage (or at the appointed day if the marriage took place before 
'the appointed' day) shaH be made by her by giving notice in writing to 
'the Ministry not later than thirteen weeks after the date of the martiage 
or the appointed day,' as th.e case may require; or within such· lOilger 
.period as the Ministry may, havirig.:tegard tQ all the circumstances of the 
case, allow, and, if so made, such election shall (subject to the pro­
visions of regulations 5 and 6) be operative from the date of the-marriage 
.or the appointed day, as the case may be; but, if not so made within 
the foregoing appropriate period,any such election shall (subject .. as 
aforesaid) be operative· from the begipning of the' we~k in which the 
.said no.tice was g~ven. . ' , ' 

. . (ii) Any such election by a married wo~an. to p~y con-
tributions' either as a' self-employed person or as if she were .. ,a ~on_ 

, ,employed :person in respect of self-employment commencing after ·the 
-date 'of the marriage or aftet-. the appointed .day> as the cas.e may be, 
:shall be ma~e'by her'by giving notice in writing to the Ministryn,ot hiter 
than eight weeks alter the commencement of the employment,' or within 
such longer .period as the Ministry may, having regard to all the: 
circumstances of the case, allow, and, if so made, stich election shall 
~(,s~bje~t. to the 'prov,isio~s of regula1ions 5 and. 6) be operative, from 'the 
commencement of the employment;,but, if not so ma~kwithi~ tp.e fore­
going appropriate period, any such election shall (subject. as 'aforesaid) 
b'e operative from .the beginning of the week in which .thesaid notice w.as 
'given. ' 

:: .... " (b) Any su<;:h electio~ by a m~rried woman m"ayb~.canc,elled 
~y her at a~y tiII),e by giving notice in writing -to ,th~ ',:Ministry :to that 
'effegt, and sucq' notice shall be operative. from the, beginning. of the 
w.eek il1 which the ,n9t~ce. w.as given. . . 

.. ::.:.~".. .. ~. .. '. ".. .. .... c...... -.. .. 

.. '", · .. ~(3)· Where. a: 'married, woman did not elect t6 pay c.oritributions 
as a· self:.employedpexson. under the Act, orele.Gted to't>,aY'coritrihutions 
as' 'if she. were 'a' n6n,:.employed person,' aptJ: sabsequeritly eleCts to pay 
contributions .as a self.;employed ·.person;· ·any .. contributi6ns ;paid. by>Qr 
credited to her as a self-~mployed.pers6il (or,:. if.she 'beccimes~rnployed, 
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as an employe<;l person) gn or .i3.fter the da.te pn :whi~h such ,latter elecj:ion 
became operative shall not pe taken into a<;:,~ou;nt f,?F the pu~pose of deter­
mining her right to sickne~~benefit und~er. the .~ct unle~s, before the 
day for which benefit is: ~laimed, Cpnditiop:. ~I . of the schedule to. these 
regulations has been satisfied, and unless the .~~ntributions so paid or 
cr~dited aJ;e. in respect of. weeks comm~ncing on or after the operat~ve 
date of $uch el~ction., ' '.,' . ' 

4.-(1) A woman shall be excepted from insurance under,the Act Married 
during any period during which she is married, and is a non-employed :r~~~~_whO 
person iinless s4e elects (in accordance with· paragraph (2) of this employed 
regulation, but . subject to t1)e pr'ovisions of ·regulations· 5' and 6) either persons, 
to be liable to pay contributions as a,non-employea. persop. or to remain 
in insurance li'nder the Act without payirig contributIon's.: . 

Provided ~hat no such J?erson-

(a) shall be entitled to: make ',eith~r' otthe foregoing elections 
if immediately before the appointed day phe WaS a. married 
woman and not insured or treated as, ins~red within the 
meaning of· the Insurance Act.or: 'the Contributory Pensions 
ACt unless and' until'" . Condition II of the schequle to these 
regulations has been satisfied' in respeCt of weeks' commencing 
on mafter t,he appointed day;' . 

(b) shall beentitled·,to elect to remain in insurance without paying 
contributions unless immediately before the date on, which 
the election would otherwise be effective she satisfies one of 
the following conditions, namely:-

(i) that not less than .. one hup-dred and ~f.ty-six contributions, 
. whether as an employed person or .self-employed person, 
have been paid .in respect of her s~n<;:e her' entry into 
insurance under the ACt; or .. 

(ii) in the case of a person who became insured under the 
Insurance Act or' the Contributory Pensions Act before, 

, the 30th September, 1946, and who: continued to be insured 
or treated as insured under either of. those Acts up to 
immediately before the appointed day, that riot 'leps than 
one hundred and four contributions have been paid in 
respect of her betore that day" under those: Acts since her 

. last entry into insurance under. ~ither of those Acts; or 

(iii) in' the case of a: persoh -who became .so ins1,lred on or after 
. the sl'.J,id 30th ·SeptembeJ;, . or, having become so insurec,l 

before that day, had hl'.J,d less tP-an one hundred and four 
such contributions so paid in respect of her befo~e the 
appointed day, and who in either case continued to be 
insured or treate<;l .as insured under either. the Insurance' 
Act ot the. Contributory Pe:o.sions Act up to immediately 


