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HOUSING 

(1) The second li:ving room (in the case of a house with 
two living to oms) ; 

(2) The first, or second, bedroom. 
Provided that, in the case of the first, or second, 

bedroom, it shall be permissible to substitute. for a 
fireplace, or other fixed means of heating, an electric 
or gas service connection, to which a heating appliance 
can be conveniently connected. 

Where the principal means of heating proposed is 
otherwise than ·by the use of solid :Duel, the provision of 
fireplaces as above may not be required, but, in any such 
case, specific approval shall be sought to the system 
proposed." > 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Health and Local 
Government for Northern Ireland this second day of July, 
One thousand nine hundred and forty-eight, in the presence 
of:-

Ronald G1'een, 
Assistant Secretary. 

Housing on Farms 
Farm Houses and Approved Workers' Houses 

REGULATIONS, DATED 12TH MAy, 1948, MADE BY THE MINISTRY· 

OF HEALTH AND Locm:.. GOVERNMENT UNDER THE HOUSING ON 

·FARMS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1948. 

1948. No. 128 

The Ministry of Health and Local Government for Northern Ireland 
(in these Regulations referred to as "the Ministry") in ,exercise of 
the powers conferred upon it by section fourteen of the Housing on 
Farms. Act (Northern Ireland), 1948 (in these Regulations referred to 
as " the Act "), hereby makes the following Regulations :-

1.-(1) These Regulations. may be cited as the Housing on Farms 
Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1948. 

(2) The Interpretation Act, 1921, shall apply for the purpose of 
the interpretati01l0fthese Regulations ,as it"applies to the interpretation 
of an Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland. 

2. The standards of siting, accommodation and construction applic­
able to the provision of new farm houses and approved work~rs' houses 
shall be as specified in the First, Second, Third and Fourth Schedules 
to these Regulations respecti:v;ely. 

3. The standards of accommodation and construction applicable to . 
the reconditioning of premises for occupation as farm houses and 
appFo:v:ed workers' houses shall. be as specified in the Fifth Schedule. 
to these Regulations. . 
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4 . . The superficial: area of a' new farm house ot approved worker':;; 
house shall be calculated in accordance with- tile method specified in 
the Sixth St;hedule to these Regulations .. 

5. The instruments and needs of l'elease to be execqted in pursuance 
of sections thl'ee, six and nine respectivdy of. the Act shan be in the 
foqns set out in the Seventh Schedule to these Regulations or in fo:rms 
-substantially to the like effect as the nature of the case may require. 

6. The Ministry may assent to the modification of, or departure 
from, the~e Regulations. . 

(L.S.) 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Health and 
Local Govefhmertt for Northern Ireland this twelfth day of 
May, One thousand' nine hundred ~Iiq. forty-e~ght. 

W. McCa""ghey, 
Assistant Secretary. 

:PTRsrr SCHEDULE 

FARMHOUSES 

'STA~DMIDS OF SIT-ING 

(1) The distances laid down ih these standards fo.r the siting of fllrmhouses are 
minimwp. distances-, and are pres,cribed without prejudice to local Bye-Laws, 
lmd ·planiiing Acts IIp.d· Orders.. .'The distances shall; unless o.therwise required, 

. be !'\1easured at righ,t angles to tIie wall or walls. 

(2) Distances fi-om Adjacent Buildings : 
(a) The distahce between any wall' of the house and any adjacenf.building or 

structure not directly required for the purposes of the house shall be not 
less than 20 feet. 

Cb) Where the wall of the house contains a principal window (i.e. a window 
.pro.viding the minimum lighting· required in respect of a·living. room or a 

bedtoQIh,. o.r II kitchen or scullery or' a ground fioor. bathroom), ~nd where 
the adjacent'.building. o.r structure measures' less than 10 feet from.ground 
level to the eaves or the parapet, the distance shall be not less tlian 35 feet. 

(c) Where tht; wall of the house contains a principal window ~d: where the 
adjacep.t building o.r structure measures more than 10 feet from ground 
level to' the e!lves o.r the parapet the' distance shall be determined. by tho 
Ministry in the light of the particula, circumstances o.f the case. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

Al'PROVED WORKERS' HOUSES 

STANDARDS 'OF SITING 

(1) The distances laid down in these standards fo.r the siting of approved workers' 
'h.ou~e~·are n'linimllm·.distances·, and are prescribed without prejudice to' local 
~ye~Laws, I;lnd Planning: Acts and· Orders, The distances shall, unless 
9ther,wi~e reqJ.lired·, be' nwa~uretl' a.t .right, angles .. to the wall o.r walls·, 
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(2) The standards will apply in respect of approved workers' houses built as single­
storey or 'two-storey dwellings. 

(3) Where the expression " main front wall" is used in these standards it shall be 
deemed to exclude porches and bay-windows. Similarly 'the expression 
"main back wall" shall be deemed to exclude porches, bay-windows, and 
single-storey projections or outbuildings, but shall include projections or out-
buildings of more than one storey. _, " ,'_ 

(4) Distance between House Fronts : 
The distances between the main front walls of houses shall be not less than 
60 feet. 

(5) Distance between House Backs: 
The distance between the main back walls of houses shall be not less than 70 feet. 

(6) Distance between House Fronts and Backs : 
Where houses are sited so that the fronts of some houses face the backs of others, 
the distance between the main front walls and the main back walls shall be not 
less than 70 feet. 

(7) Distance between House Fronts, or Backs, and adjacent Buildings: 
A minimum distance of 35 feet shall be provided between the main front, or 
back, wall of a house and any outbuilding, structure, or projection (not con­
tained within the curtilage of the house) which does not measure more than 
10 'feet in height from the ground level to the eaves or parapet. Where the 
height of such outbuilding, structure or projection exceeds 10 feet the minimum 
permissible distance shall be determined by the Ministry in the light of the 
particular circumstances of the case. 

(8) Distance between Gable Walls of Houses: 
The distance between gable, or end, walls of adjacent houses shall be not less 
than 20 feet. 
Provided that :-
(a) where there is no principal window in either of the facing walls (i.e., a 

window providing the minimum lighting required in respect of a living­
room, or a bedroom, or accommodation used for cooking purposes, or a, 
ground floor bathroom), the distance between the facing walls may be 
reduced to 12 feet; or, 

(b) where there are no windows, or doors, in the facing walls, the distance may 
be reduced to 8 feet. 

(9) Depth of Back Gardens : 
The distance of the division or boundary fence of the curtilage from the main 
back wall of a house shall be not less than an average of 25 feet, measured 
within the extreme limits of the main back wall. 

(10) Access to Houses: 
Houses shall be sited within a distance of 200 feet from a laneway·or roadway 
and shall be connected therewith by means of a properly constructed pathway. 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

FARMHOUSES AND ApPROVED WORKERS' HOUSES' 

STANDARDS OF ACCOM¥ODATI0N 

(1) In calculating minimum floor areas for the purposes of these standards the 
measurements shall be taken to the rough wall surface or framework, the normal 
thickness of plaster, if any, being assumed. Minimum sizes of all rooms may 



Housing on Farms 543 

include built-in cupboards or presses which have a minimum head-room of 
6 feet 6 inches, but shall not include chimney breasts, larder, press containing 
hot water cylinder, or stair bulkheads which are less than 6 feet 6 inches from 
the ceiling. . 

(2) Living Room (inclUding Scullery or Kitchen Accommodation) : 

Number of Bedrooms 
in House 

Two 
Thre«: or more 

Minimum Floor Area to be 
provided jor Living-Room 
and Scullery or Kitchen 

Acc9mmodation 
215 square feet 
235 

" " 
(3) Where a house contains two living rooms, the minimum combined floor area 

of such living room accommodation shaH (taken together with the scullery or 
kitchen accommodation) be 335 square feet, (see paragraph 14 regarding orien­
tation of living room), provided, however, that in no case shall the floor 'area of 
a living room be less than 1 00 square feet. Where a third living room is pro­
vided its superficial area shall be at least 100 square feet in addition to the 335 

, square feet prescribed in -this paragraph. 

(4) The space to be provided for scullery or kitchen accommodation shall contain a 
suit~ble sink and draining board. 

(5) Bedroom Accommodation: 
In every case one bedroom of at least 120 square feet in floor area shall be pro­
vided : a bedroom shall in no case have a floor area, of less than 70 square feet. 
A bedroom shall not be provided in respect of which the sole 'means of access 
thereto is through another bedroom. 
The total floor area of the bedroom accommodation shall be as follows :-

Number of Bedrooms 
in House 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 

Total Minimum Floor Area 

225 square feet 
295 
390 
470 

" 
(6) Facilities for Cooking, for Heating of Water and for Artificial Lighting: 

(a) Cooking. 
A suitable solid fuel cooking appliance shall be provided unless electricity 
se,rvices are available in which case suitable arrangements for the installation 
of an electric cooker may be 'substituted. 

(b) Heating of Water. 
In every case where there is a supply of piped water available there shall 
be. provided a suitable hot water circulating system. 

(c) Artificial Lighting 
Where electricity services are available there shall .be provided adequate 
points for artificial' lighting of each room and compartment. 

(7) Larder Accommodation : 
Well ventilated larder accommodation shall be provided inside each house; such 
accommodation shall have direct means of ventilation to the outside air, and shall 
be provided with adequate shelving. 

(8) FUIII Storage Accommodation: 
Where solid fuel is to be used for the purpose of providing heating, storage 
accommodation of permanent construction shall be provided to afford a minimum 
capacity of 52 cubic feet. Adequate access for the delivery of fuel shall be 
provided, which must not be directly from a scullery or living room. 

The height of the accommodation provided shall not, for the purpose of cal­
culating the capacity, be taken, as more than 6 feet 6 inches. 
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(9): Gen.erabStorage Accommodation: 
Each house l1lust'have'storage accomodation on· the groUnd: fioor rteeof passages, 
cap'able of accommodating a perambulator, it being taken that a' minimumwidth 
of 2 ft. 9 ins. is required for purposes of a passage. . 

There must also be provided additional SPace of at le;lst 32 sq\lare feet, either 
by providing a separate store of permanent construction (which may be either 
inside OF outside ·the.house), or by increasing the prescribed floor area of the 
liv-ing roomi' or bedroom, accommodation. 

Provided that-in the case of houses with not· more than'two apartments, it 
shall be p'etmissable- to dispense with the provision of general storage and 
perambulator' accommodation. 

(10) Cupboard Accommodation: 
Iii' addition' to die' larder and· hot'press; cupnoard accommodation with· adequate 
~hel'ving shall' be provided in' each: house to. afford; as a'minimum -- . 
(d) 14 cubic feet otp.er than in respect of bedrooms; and' 
(b) 30 culiic feet in respect of bedrooms. 

(11) Shelving, etc. , 
In each house there shall be provided {exclusive of shelving aheady prescribed 
fo];: lar4er, l'lnciJ cupboards) .:- , 
(a) shelving, measuring a minimum ·of 6 square feet: which maybe iii. the 

scullery, or the kitchen, or in any living room. . 
(b) adequate arrangements for hanging' hats and COlltS. 

(12)' Water Supply 'and Sanitary Accommodation_: 
(a) Water Supply and Drainage System. 

Al1 adequate supply of wholesome drinking wate!" must be readily available. 
A suitable drainage system for the disposal of waste water,. rain water 

and of soif from any water closet must also be provided. 
(b) Where a local supply of piped water is available. 

Where there is a local pipe'd water supply th:ere shall be provided in each 
house a bathroom: (including a bath and' washhand basin), hot press, and 
water closet accommodation. The size of these cOmpartments should be 
sufficient to provide reasonable space for access to, and use of, the fittings 
provi4ed, 

A bathroom or water closet shall not communicate directly -with any living 
room, bedroom, kitchen or scullery. 

(c)' Wh~re there is nO local supplY'ojpiped"wate'r avdilable. 
Where there is no local supp'lyof piped"water, and-tne'Ministry is satisfied 
that it would not be reasona15ly practicaBle t(l provide any SUCD, supply, a 
storage tank, with a minimum capacity of 100 gallons, Ibcaredsuitably for 
the .purpose of prov-idihg 1Ii supply ,of water to the sQullery sink, bath 
washhand basin and water-closet, shall be provided inl'esp-ect ·of each house. 
This storage tank shall be capable of being replenished·"b!Y ra:in;water from 
the roof and, if practicabl~, from a pumped watersup,ply. 

Pko.vided that where the Ministny 'is,s~tisfied: that· the water supply is 
inadequate or that there is no adequate means for disposal of waste water; 
and/or sewage, it may agree to the omission of:the provision ,of acb'athroom 
and/or Water- closet.:. wh.ere no water. closet. is p,rovided, however,. there 
must. be provided a sepllrate earth .closet for each h,ouse or other approved 
arrangement. 

(13) Ceiling Heights: 
'The minimum ceiling height of .. any room, designed for use· as: a liying room, 
scullery or beq,rool1l,. sh,a,U be 1 f~et. 6 4wh.es. . . 
Whe~e accommodati0h is,provided wholly,. or partly. in the'roof spac'e;of'ahouse, 

such accommo.dation shall/'overian- area::of not less,thamoneOlia:lfofitlte:tota:l floor 
area of the room,. be at le~st 8 feet in height; in calculating the minimum floor 
area' of'any room so providedL(forthe purpose'of'complyi!'ig-with these standards) 
any area below a~ height· of five· feet from the- floor level sIialI'be disrega,rded .. 

, 


