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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR FOR NORTHERN' IRELAND 
ON . APPLIGAT£ON UNDER SECTION 161 (1) OF THE NATIONAL INSURA~CE ACT, 

·wa6.' 

The decision' of the Ministry of Labour f·or No,rtibern Irelanu on the 

question raisecl on the application dated the ............ day ot ............................. . . . 
made by ........................ Of .............. : .•...... .isas fOUOW~:.- . 

(L .. S,.) 

Signe.d (on behalf of the Ministry) ............ , ...•...................... 

Daied ................. : ....... . 
, . 

Given under the Official Seal of the Ministry of Labour for 
Northern Ireland this .7thday of July, nineteen hundred 
and thirty-nine. 

W. A. B. Iliff, 

Assistant Secretary to the Ministry of.Labour 
for Northern Ireland. . 

Dental Benefit. 

REGULATIONS, DATED 12TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1939, MADE BY THE 
NATIONAL E;EALTH INSURANCE JOINT. COMMITTEE AND THE 

. MINISTRY OF LABOUR FOR NORTHERN IREI..O\ND UNDE~ THE 
NATIONAIJ HEALTH INSURANCE,AcT, .1936. 

1939. No. 131. 

The National Health Insurance Joint Committee, acting jointly 
with the Ministry of Labour for Northern Ireland in exercise of the 
powers conferred on them by the National Health Insuranca ,Act, 

'1936, and of ·all other pow~rs enabling ,them in that behalf, hereby 
. mwke the following Regulations :-

PART 1. 
General. 

1.-(1) These Reo'ulations may be cited as the National Health f'ilDrt title, 
b ...,. COlUlnence-

Insurance. (Dental Benefit) RegulatIons (Northern Irel~nd), 1939, lUfmt 'md. 

and ,shall, except as otherwise provided, come into operation forth- constructIOn. 

with . 

. (2) These Regulations shall be' construed as one with the 
Additional Benefits Regulations. 

--
2.-(1) In these Regula'tions, unless the context otherwise Interpreta. 

requires, the following expreSS.iO;Ufl have th~ respective meanipgs .ion. . 

hereby assigned to them ;-



,", ~": 

) .. 
.... ". 
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" The Act" means' the National'Health Insurance Act, 1936, 
as amend'ed by (tny subsequent enactmen~; . 

" The Additional Benefiils Regulations " means the National 
<';',,;! ;·l1Health ,iInsurance (Additional Benefits) Reo·ulations· 1930 or' 
,I,t', "any Regulations superseding or amending th~se Reg'u{atiops'; 

" The Joint Committee "n'feans the National Health Insur-
',',';, "'alice :Joint Comm.ittee; "':.' .' , 

..... , .... " The . 'Minfstry ': means the' MinIstry of Labour for 
Northem Ire}and; 

.... ,., ...... ". SocIety" ineansan Approved Soclety and includes any 
," ...... ·branch 'thereof which is·a branch for the purposes of the ~ct-; 
':~' .' " Dental Benefit " means the additional benefit numbered 9 

''in the Third Schedule to the Act; 

" Dental treatment" or " treatment ". means all proper and 
necessary' trf:l·atment of a kind which a dentist usually under­
'ta;kes for a: 'patient, including scaling; treatment of the gums, 
fillings, . extractioIls,' crowning, provision of artificial dentures 
and ·their repair and remodelling, and examination and advice, 
the obtaining of r.adiographs where necessary and the adminis­
tration of anresthetics in connection with any such treatment; 

: "Operative treatrtrent" means any treatment· other than 
that in respect of cro:vning· and the' provision, repair and 
remodelling of artificial dentures; .. 

" Emergency treatment" means any treatment immediately 
required for the relief ·of pain, or other sufficient reason; 

" Dentist '~ means a person who is duly registered in the 
Dentists' Register kept under the Dentists Acts, 1878 to 1923, 
or ·any Act amending those Acts; 

"Dentii Referee" means an officer appointed by the 
Ministry, whether or not for w'hole'time servi<;e, in connection 
with the provision of dental '~reatment under these Regulations; 

" Year " means calen,dar year. 

, . (2) The Interpretation Act, 1921, applies to. the interpretation 
.; of . these RegUlations as it applies to ·the interpretation of an Act 
'~~the Pa'rliament of Northern Ireland . 

3.-The National Health Insurance (Dental Benefit) Regulations 
!~~;;~~ of (Northern Ireland), 1933, the National Health Insnrance (Dental 
Regnlations .. Benefit) AITiendment Regulations (Nqrtl).ern Ireland), 1936, and the 

National Health Insurance (Dental Benefit) Amendment Regula­
tions (Nerthern Ireland), .1938, are hereby rev9ked. but without 

,t,', ".; :';'/~i~ : pfejudl{je to anythirig duiy done or:;suffered, or toariy rig'~lt~ pri:vilege, 
. obligation.or iia,bility acquired;' a-ccriwd orin9?r~e,al ~4ereUrider, 
.' •. - • ~.;: " '. ~.; J" .". . .. .' !.' . J : ! 
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PART II. '. 
Dental Benefit Council~ 

". 4.~h~r,~ shap: be.a D~Iltal Ben~fit Council. for ~orthern Irel~nd ~r~!flt ,.:1 
'~lll these RegulatIons referred t? as the CounCIl") wIth' the follow~ng Coutioi! .... 

. pow~rs and duties' :-;- ., ..' ' . 

. ' .' (i)' they shall' give gen'era,l advice to the Ministry WIth reg~i'd 
t<;> the administration of 'dental benefit; and 

" 

(2) they sqall have such powers and duties as are hereinafter 
. set out in relation to questions which may arise between 
den·tists and Societies. . 

5.-,,-'1'he Council shall consist of the following members :- Con.titution 
of Council' 

. (a),.A Chairman appointed by the Ministry; 
: .::. ':(b) Six' persons representing 'd~Iitlsts to be appointed by the .... "'.:,:.~; 

Ministry after consultation with the organisations repre- .' ':; 
senting d'entists in Northern Ireland; ...... ,. 

(c) Six persons repi'esentirig Societies to be appointed by tIle 
Ministry after consultation with. the organisat~ons tepr'e-
senting Societies. .... .' . 

. . 
. 6.-(i) The. members of the Council representbig' respectively Term (of 

. dentists and. Societies shall hold ofike for three years' and shall Offic •. 

then go out of office provided 'that any casual vacancy occuning 
among such members shall ;l?~ ,fined in the same manner as that 
in whi-ch the original appointment was made, and any person 
appointed to fill the· wt-Cancy: shall hold office until the time when 
the person in whose place he. is· appointed would have gone. out of ..... ; 
office. . 

(2) Ainemoer of the . Council re'presentingdentists or Societies 
may, 'on the expiration of his term of office; be.re-app6inted . 

. (3) The Chairman of the 'COl~n6iL shall hold office until his 
.~ppolntment is terminated. by. the' Ministry. It shaH'pe competent 

.. for the Ministry to appoint an additional person t9 . act'; as Deputy 
Chairman. ., 

" ~; ". .. , . 

.' 7.---:The· proceedings of the Council shall 
:. any vacancy in their numb~r. 

not be invalidated .by Vacancies 
. . 'not to 

. . : . in vo.lidate 
. . prooeedings 

. 8 .• ~The .. Council. shall have; pOvYer to appoint Committees, COlumittees. 

including an Interpretahon' Committ.ee, a~d on e'acp Committee 
the persons. representing respectively dentists and Sooieties shall be 

. in ~qual numbers. . .... . " . . .' ·",i·' , : 
• , , • • • • I : ..~ I : 

"'; 9 • ...LStibject to' tl~e: approval of' the' Minist~;' the Connci~ may St~nding'J: 
" 'rrfake, vary ·andrevoke standing 'orders for the' regulation ',of the ,~~~e~& •. i::~ 

'jprbCeedil'l~s: and pU$in'es$ of ·the C@llTIcil ani! of its C.otnmit~e.~s..... '~'... ,,'. 
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10.-The officers of the Council shall be appointed by the 
Ministry. 

. '11'.~11 e'xpen:se~, IncuIT!3d by the' Ministry in connootion ~ith 
'the' administration' of ,dental benefit, includihg'a:q.y 'expenses of 
-the Council incurred with the approval· of the 'Ministry, shall be 
payable out of the Funds available for the provision of -dental 
benefit by Societies which provide the benefit, or where a Society 
,so desires may, with the consent of the Ministry, be paid out of 
the sums available for the administration of benefits by the 
Society. The amount .so payable shall from time to time be 
apportioned amongst such Societies in proportion to their expenditure 
on the provision of deI.1tal benefit in Northern Ireland. Q ' 

, 12.-The members of the Council and of any of its Committees 
shall, when engaged on the business of the Oouncil, be entitled to 
receive trav,elling expenses and allowances for subsistence at rates 
approved by ,the Ministry ,and any sums so paid shall be treated 
as an. expense incurred by ,the Ministry in connection with the 

, administration of dental benefit. 

,13.-The Minutes of th~ Proceedings at every Meeting of the 
OQuncil and of its Committees shall be duly kept by the Secretary 
OI: other officer appointed for the purpose . 

• • J" . 

.. : .... 
PART III., 

Dental Referee Service. 
14.-(1) The services of Dental Referees shall be available 

for:-
(a) Advising Socie'ties, -dentists and the Council on questions 

arising in connection with estimates furnished or treat-
ment given by dentists; and . . 

'i (b) advising the Ministry' and the Council ,on matters 
" arising in connection with the administration of dental 
benefit. . 

(2) The cost of the service of Dental Referees shall, so. far 
as is not otherwise defrayed, be treated as an expense incurred 
by the Ministry in connection with ,the administration of dental 
benefit a:p:d 3ipportioned from time to ,time amongst Societies in 
proportion to their expenditure in Northern Ireland on -the provision 
of dent;al. benefit. . ." 

15.-(1) In addition to the general conditioI).!'l· setout in the 
Additional Benefits RegulaJtions relating to the receipt of additional 
benefits, it shall be a oondition forthe receipt of -dental benefit ,that a 
member'shaU,' if required by his Socie.ty, prior to determination of 
his application/ submit himselffilf e~aminatioil·by a Dental Refer~e. 
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. ,(2)' Hafter'an applicatiuIl, has been granted the Society requIre 
the member. to subm~t himself for examination by a DentaL Referee 
and: the member refuses to submit to such examination or, withou·t 
reasonable cause, .fails to attend at the time and place appointed 
for that lPurpose,'he shall be treated as if he had committed a breach 
of the :rules of the Society and. the provisions of the said rules 
relating to ,the imp~sition of penalties shall appl~, . 

PART 'IV. 
General Arrangements for, Administration of Dental 
.' . Bertefit. 

16.-(,1) The Committee of Management of every SOQiety Proportion of 
administering ,dental benefitshaU Jix 'a proportion of the cost of cost of benefit 

'dental treatment to be paid by the Society, and may vary that~:.;i:~~~ by 

proportion .from ·time 'to time having regar.d to the funds available 
for the benefi,t and the claims a.nd expected claims of members, and' 
the Society shall pay in respect of the treatment of any member 
an amount det.er.mined in ,!),C{;ordance with the proportion of the 
cost as'so fixed for the time being. . . 

Provided that- ' 
" , 

: (i) ·the [>roportion shall not in any case be less than one-half 
of the ~st of treatment; 

(ii) where the whole cost of the treatment does no:t exceed 
ten shillings 'the SOciety ,shall pay the' whole ¢ost, and 
where ·the whole CQst of the treatment' exceeds ten 
,shillil1gs the Society's payment shall not be less than t;hat 
sum;' 

(iii) Tile6~mm~ttee of Management of the Societ/may, if 
, they t'bin'k fit., nxahigher proportion in respect Qfgperative 
treatment than that in respect of treatment otper than 
operative treatment,so, however, that in neither case shall 
the proportion be less than one-half of the cost; 

(iv) in cases where, in accordance with the Conditions of Service 
set'outin ,the First Schedule to these Regulations,~. Society 
'are nqt liable to make a payment towar.ds the cost'of ~ertain 
work, il}eSociety will hav~ power to. make. a;' pay'tnent o~ , 
the whple or part of the cost of such work.:,'· . , ' " 

(2) On fixing the proportion of the CQst of treatIpt?ntto be paid 
by,tne Society, or on varying such proportion, it shall be the duty 
of the Committee of Managemi:mt to inform the Ministry forthwith' 
of the proporti9n as ,so fixed or varied. 

17.-The CondHions' of Service set out in the Fi~st Scheduie ,to Condi\ionB 
these Regulations and the Conditions app!}nded to the. Scale of of Serv.ice: 

Fees set out in.' the Second Schedule to these Reguiations shall 
apply with respect to the provision of dental treatinentuItder these 
Regulations. . 

w 


