
'. Mec1ical.BenefitRegulations 211 

The National 'Health Inslirap,ce (Medical ,Benefit Council) 
Regulations, 1930.~(S.E. & O. of Northerp, Ireland, 

(L.S.) 

1930. No. 109)., . 

The National Health Insurance (Medical Benefit Council) 
(Am~ndment:)Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1931. 
(S.R. & O. of Nor.thern Ireland, 1931. No. 141). 

Qiven under the OffiCial Seal of the Mi~l,istry of Labour for 
Northern Ireland this 22nd day of D~cember, in the 
year One thousand nine· hUll,d:red and thirty:-six. 

W .. A. B. lUff, 
Assistant Secretary to the Ministry of Labom: 

f6r Northern Ireland: 

Medical Benefit Regulations'" 
THE NA'l'IONAL HEALTH. INSURANCE . (MEDICAL BENElfIT) 

REGULATIONS (NORTB;ERN IRELAND), 1936, DAT)j]D' 

DECEMB'ER 16TH, 1936, MADE BY THE MINn3~l'RY OF LABOUR 
UNDERTHE.NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE Am, 1936 .• 

1936. , No. 168. 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS. 

PART I.-GENERAL. 

} . Short title and commencement. 
2. Intervretation. 

PART H.--"':GJilNERAL A:EtRANGEMENTS FOR PROVISION OF MEDICAL 

BENEFIT. 

3. Term,s.of service for practitioners. 
4. Medical list; 
5. Terms of service for chemists. 
6. List of persons suppIJ1ng~ fuugs or appliances. 
7. Prescribed appliances 'andchemical re-agents. 
8. Prices of drugs l:).nd appliances.' -
9. Schemes for securing proper pharmaceutical service., 

10. Arra;ngements for supply· by practitioners of drugs and 
appliances. 

11. Publication of particulars. 

PART HI.-SELECTION OF PRACTITIO}1'ER BY INSUR~D PERSON, 

ASSIGNMENT OF INSURED PERSONS TO PRACTITIONERS, ETC. 

12. Selection ,of practitioner .. 
13. Assignment of insured persons to practitioner. 
l4. Practitioners' lists. ' 
15. Limitation ,of practitioners' lists. 



212 NATIONAL HEAIll'H INSURANCE 

J6. Removal of insured persons fr.om· practitioner's list. 
17. Change of practitioner by insured pe:r;son. 
18.' Cases of removal from district. 

PART rV.-FINANOIAL PROVISIONS. 

19. Practitioners', l\!I:ileage and Drug Funds. 
20. Distribution of Practitioners' Fund. 
21. Compensation Fund .. 
22. Expenses of Practitioners' Committees. 
23. Distribution of l\fileage Fund. 
24. Payments for drugs and appliances supplied by practitioners. 
25. Special Drug Fund. 
26. Payments from Drug Fund .. 

PART V.-"PROVISIONS RELATING TO INVES'l'IGATIONS, 
DISPUTES, ApPEA.I .. s, E'rc. 

27. Constitution of Medical Service Committe~. 
28. Constitutio~l of Pharmaceu,tical Service ·Committee. 
29. Constitution of Joint Services Committee. 
30. Investigations by Medical Service (jommittee. 
31. Investigations by Pharmaceutical Service Committee. 
32. Matters to be referred to Joint Services Committee. 
33. Procedure of Medical Service Committee. 
34. Procedure of Pharmaceutical and Joint Services Com·· 

.mittees. 
35. Action by Council. 
36. ,Appeal to Ministry. 
37. Procedure on appeal. 
SR. Applica-tion of Common Law Vrocedure Amendment Act 

(Ireland), 1856. 
39.. Decision of l\!I:inistry . 

. 40. Powers of l\!I:inistry in respect of failure to comply with terms 
of service. . 

41. Investigation of excessive prescribing. 
42. Investigation of medical certification .. 
43. Investigation of record keeping. 
44. Decision as to range of medicil-l service .. 
45. Decision as to drugs and .appliances. 
46. Power of Local Insurance Practitioners' Committee to 

consider complaints. 
·47. Power of Local Pharmaceutical Committee to considl7r 

compla~n,ts. 

PART VI.-INQUIRIES RELATING TO PRAOTITI.ONERS. 

48. Interpretation. 
49. Power to hold inquiry. 
50, Representation aud preliminary statement, 



Medical Benefit Regulations 

51. Power to' refuse enquiry. 
,52. NoticelSto bf) sent in. case,ofinquiry. 
5·~. Practitioner may admit or deny allegatiops .. 
54. Right of practitioner to inspect documents. 

213 

55. Power to treat repre~entation as withdrawn in certain cases. 
56.: Constitution of Inquiry Committee. 
57. Notice of inquiry to be given . 
. !is. 'Appearance by representaMves . 

. 59. Withdrawal of representation. 
60. ,,&me;l.1.dme;nt of statement of complaint. 
61. Procedure at inquiry. 
62. J?9werto hold inquiry ill absence of .repJ;ese;p:tation. 
63. Notice to be sent to practitioner. 
64; Constitution of Inquiry Committee. 
65. Proce\iure at inqujry .. 
66. Applicatiop- .0£ Poor Relief. A9tS. 
67. Report by Inquiry Committee. 
68. Power to l;luspend -proceedings in certain easelS. 
69. Powe.r to dilSpe;o,se with inqlliry. 
70.. Service of notices, &c. 
71.. POwf)r to dispe;nse with requirements as to ;notices. 

PAfl,'I' VII.-):NQUIRIJ)lS RELA'J'ING TO PERsONS SUpPLPNG 

:PRUGS OR APPLIANCES. 

1~. Oonstitution of Inquiry Committee. 
7? AppUoatip;n of Part VI of Regl+la.tiolJ,s. 

PAR'.r VIII.-MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSI'l'IONAL. 

74. Pers.ons frequen.tly removhlg. 
75. Application to uninsured ex-service men. 
76. Regulations subject to powers reserved ·to ]VUuistry. _ 
77. JtevocatiQ]l of· existing regulations. 

;FIRST SC~EDULE 
SECOND SCHEDULE 

l'HIE,D Sc;s:;mDULE 

FOURTH SCHEDULE 

Frn;r;r-r SCHEptrLE 

SIXTHSC:fIEDULE 
'SEYElNTHSCHEDULE 

Terms of Service for practitioners . 
. Terms of Service for persons supplying 

drl+gs au.d appliances. . . 
Appliances and chemical r~-agents. 
Areas in :whlch Local Committees are 

to be constittlted. 
Rules for procedure at Inquiry. 
Forms. . 
Regulations :i:'ev~ked. 



Short title 
and com­
mencement. 

Interpre­
tntion. 

214 N.A.TION.A.L HEALTH INSUU.A.NOE 

The Ministry of Labour, in exercise of the powers confei-red on 
it by the National Health.lp,suranc.e Act, 1936, and of all other 
powers enabling . .it in that behalf and with the consent of the 
Ministry of Finance in so far as the provisions of Regulation 75 
are concerned, here by makes. the fol~owing Regulations.:-

P .A.RT I.-GENER.A.L ... , 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the National Health 
Insurance (Medical Benefit) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1936, 
and shall come into operation on the :first day of Janua,ry," 1937. 

I . . 
, . 

2.-(1 r ,In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise 
requires, the following expressions have the respective meanings 
hereby assigned to them:- . . . ' 

"The Act" means the National Health Insurance Act, 
1936, as that Act applies in Northern lr~land ; 

" The Minister" meanS the Minister of Labour ; 
"The Ministry" means the Ministry of Labour; 
" Council" means the Medical Benefit Council; 
" Society" means an Approved Society; 
" Member" means a member of a Society for the purposes 

of the Acts; 
': Insured person" means a person entitled to medical 

benefit by reason of being or having been, an insured 
person, and includes a person to whom sub-section (3) of 
Section 34 of the Act applies; .' 

"Practitionet" means a registered medical'" practi­
tioner who is on the list of meC!ical practitioners published 
by the Mini~try ; 

" Assistant" means a practitioner who acts as an assistant 
to a practitioner, whether on a whole-time or part-time basis; 

".Dispensary Medical. Officer" means a medical practi­
tioner holding office as a Dispensary Medical Officer under 
the Poor Relief Acts (Northern Ireland), 1838 to 1928 ; 

" Che:J;llist" means a person, firm, or body. corporate, 
entitled to carryon the business of a. pharmaceutical 
chemist under the provisions of the Pharmacy and Poisons 
Act (Northern Ireland), 1925; _ 

". Treatment" means medical attendance and treatment, 
and includes the issue of medical certificat~s in accordance 
with the Rule~ contained in the First Schedule to these 
Regulations and the keepjng and furnishing of any records 
and the preparation and transmission of any reports requir\Olu 
by the terms of service set out in that Schedule ; 

"Drugs" includes medicines and prescribed chemical 
re-agents; 

"Medical Card" means a card in a form approved by the 
Ministry issued or to be issued to an insured person for the 
purpose of enabling him to prove his title to medical benefit, 
and for the time being in force ; 
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. . : '.' Central Insurance Practitioners' Committee" means 
. . . . tp:e committee appointed under Section 98 (1) of the: Act .; 

"Local Irmurance Practitioners' Committee" means a 
.committee constituted under Sectiol1, 98 (2) of the Act; 

" Local Pharmaceutical Committee" means a committee 
constituted under Section 99 of the Act; 
.. ('Medical Benefit Account·" means the Account estab-
lished under Section 212 of the Act ; . 
. "Quarter:" means any'one of the periods from the 1st day 

. of January to the 31st day of March, the 1st day of AprH to 
the.30th.day of June,.the 1st dl1y.of July to the .30th day. of 
September, and the 1st day of .October to the 31st day of 
December . 

. (2) The Interpretation Act, 1921, applies to the interpretatio~l 
of these Regulations as it applies to the interpreta~ion of an Act 
of Parliament.' 

. PART rr>·:-GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR PROVISION OF 
. . . MEDICAL BENEFIT •. 

. .. S;·The t~rnis' 6f service for practitioners undertaking service 
shall.b~ tho'se set. ~)Ut in the "First' Schedule to these Regulations. 

··4.;-(1)TheMinistry 'shall prepare .a list, to be called the 
'.' M!')dical List,"of the medical practitioners who have given notice 
that they· have' accepted service upon the terms of service . 
. (2) The medical list shall contain, in addition tel the names 
6f~ 'practiti6n.ers-
~."'."; (a)." the private address, and the address of any surgery, 

or other place, at which the practitioner undertakes 
to attend for the purpose of treating inbured persons; 

.. ' .(b) particulars ofthe days and hoUrs at which he undertakes 
to be in attendance at each place; 

: . (c) . . where 'two or more practitioners intend to practise in 
-" - ~ .- 'partnership, as defined in the terms of service for 

practitioners, the name of the partnership; and 
,." .;: (4)· the n~me and address. of any assistant whose name.the 
..... ~ '.: .' .MiiiistrY may requiI'~ to be placed on the . medical 

list, with a reference to the name and address of the 
principal; 

Stud may:, ~f the M:i:r;tistry thinks. fit, be so arranged as to show 
th!') disttict .. in· whi.cJl :each .. praptitioner undertakes treat.ment. 
'<:(3} .:Copie~ of :.th~ .. medic~llist shall be available for inspectioll 
at the office· o"f.the Ministry .. and at such other places as appea:r to· 
1!4~ Mi;n,i~t:t:;Y: to. be conye~l.it:lnt for informip.g .all persons interested, 
~i.1C!: .. sh~lJ: bereviseq. at intervals of not mOre .than three months. 
~ :(4)' :The· JVIinistry· shall, send .. a copy of the medical list to the 

Central and Local Insurance Practitioners' and Local Pharma­
ceutical" Cominittees :alid to each person·, firm· or· body corporate 
.undertaking the supply of drugs or appliances to insured persons~ 

Terms of 
service for 
practitioners 

Medical 
list. 


