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Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/901 of 29 June 2020 on Union support for

the activities of the Preparatory Commission of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO) in order to strengthen its monitoring

and verification capabilities and in the framework of the implementation
of the EU Strategy against Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction

COUNCIL DECISION (CFSP) 2020/901
of 29 June 2020

on Union support for the activities of the Preparatory Commission
of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organisation
(CTBTO) in order to strengthen its monitoring and verification
capabilities and in the framework of the implementation of the EU
Strategy against Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Article 28(1) and Article
31(1) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy,

Whereas:

(1)

2)

)

4)

)

On 12 December 2003, the European Council adopted the EU Strategy against
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction (‘the Strategy’), Chapter III of which
contains a list of measures that need to be taken both within the Union and in third
countries to combat such proliferation.

The Union is actively implementing the Strategy and is giving effect to the measures
listed in Chapter III thereof, in particular through releasing financial resources to
support specific projects conducted by multilateral institutions, such as the Provisional
Technical Secretariat of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organisation
(CTBTO).

On 17 November 2003, the Council adopted Common Position 2003/805/CFSP"
on the universalisation and reinforcement of multilateral agreements in the field of
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. That
Common Position calls, inter alia, for the promotion of the signing and ratification of
the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).

The States Signatories to the CTBT have decided to establish a Preparatory
Commission, endowed with legal capacity and which has standing as an international
organisation, to carry out the effective implementation of the CTBT, pending the
establishment of the CTBTO.

The early entry into force and universalisation of the CTBT and the strengthening of
the monitoring and verification system of the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO
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are important objectives of the Strategy. In that context, the nuclear tests carried out by
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea further underlined the importance of the
early entry into force of the CTBT and the need for maintaining and strengthening of
the CTBT monitoring and verification system.

(6) The United Nations Secretary-General stated in ‘Securing our Common Future: an
Agenda for Disarmament’ that by constraining the development of advanced new types
of nuclear weapons, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty put a brake on the
arms race and that it also serves as a powerful normative barrier against potential States
that might seek to develop, manufacture and subsequently acquire nuclear weapons in
violation of their non-proliferation commitments.

@) In the framework of the implementation of the Strategy, the Council adopted three Joint
Actions and four Decisions on support for activities of the Preparatory Commission of
the CTBTO, namely Joint Actions 2006/243/CFSP®, 2007/468/CFSP® and 2008/588/
CFSPY, and Decisions 2010/461/CFSP®, 2012/699/CFSP®, (CFSP) 2015/1837 and
(CFSP) 2018/298®.

®) That Union support should be continued.

) The technical implementation of this Decision should be entrusted to the Preparatory
Commission of the CTBTO which, on the basis of its unique expertise and capabilities
through the network of the International Monitoring System (IMS), comprising over
337 facilities around the globe, and the International Data Centre (IDC), is the sole
international organisation having the ability and legitimacy to implement this Decision.
The projects as supported by the Union can only be financed through an extra-budgetary
contribution to the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:
Article 1

1 For the purpose of continuing the effective implementation of the Strategy, the Union
shall support the activities of the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO, which aim to:

a strengthen the capabilities of the CTBT monitoring and verification system, including
radionuclide detection;

b strengthen the capabilities of the States Signatories to the CTBT to fulfil their
verification responsibilities under the CTBT and to enable them to benefit fully from
their participation in the CTBT regime.

2 The projects to be financed by the Union shall support:
a maintenance of certified auxiliary seismic stations, part of the CTBTO IMS;

b engagement with State Signatories, including technical system validation and testing
using Cloud technology for phase 3 of the IDC Reengineering;

¢ development of the Enhanced High Resolution Atmospheric Transport model;

d a study on possible performance improvements of FLEXPART simulations through
Graphics Processing Unit acceleration;

e development of a background estimator tool to quantify radio xenon contributions to
detections at IMS stations;

f development of a source-term estimator tool;
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g provision of helpdesk and upgrading support to the virtual exploitation data centre
platform;

h continuation of the radio xenon mobile measurement campaigns in different regions of
the world;

i provision of technical assistance including integrated capacity building and outreach
such as enhancement of seismic, hydroacoustic and infrasound (SHI) automatic
processing capabilities in NDC-in-a-Box and simplified, standards compliant IDC
products and services access for National Data Centres (NDCs);

j support training, workshops and follow-up for emerging NDCs in developing countries
worldwide, and acquisition and maintenance of capacity building systems for the
NDCs;

k support the evolution and homogenisation of the multi-waveform technology
processing and interactive system;

1 organisation of open source seismic impact regional introductory courses for two CTBT
geographical regions;

m conduct of outreach to non-signatories and non-ratifying countries, including States
whose signature and ratification are required for entry into force of the CTBT, and
capacity building for youth, parliamentarians, journalists and scientists in developing
or emerging countries.

3 In the implementation of the projects referred to in paragraph 2, Union visibility shall
be ensured, as well as proper programme management in the implementation of this Decision.
4 The projects shall be carried out for the benefit of all States Signatories to the CTBT.
5 All project components shall be supported by proactive and innovative public outreach
activities, and resources shall be allocated accordingly.

6 A detailed description of the projects is set out in the Annex to this Decision.

Article 2
1 The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (the

‘High Representative”) shall be responsible for the implementation of this Decision.

2 The technical implementation of the projects referred to in Article 1(2) shall be carried
out by the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO. It shall perform this task under the control of
the High Representative. For that purpose, the High Representative shall enter into the necessary
arrangements with the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO.

Article 3
1 The financial reference amount for the implementation of the projects referred to in
Article 1(2) shall be EUR 6 288 892,37.
2 The expenditure financed by the amount set out in paragraph 1 shall be managed in

accordance with the procedures and rules applicable to the Union budget.

3 The European Commission shall supervise the proper management of the financial
reference amount referred to in paragraph 1. For that purpose, it shall conclude a financing
agreement with the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO. The financing agreement shall
stipulate that the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO is to ensure visibility of the Union
contribution, commensurate with its size.

4 The European Commission shall endeavour to conclude the financing agreement
referred to in paragraph 3 as soon as possible after the entry into force of this Decision. It
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shall inform the Council of any difficulties in that process and of the date of conclusion of the
financing agreement.

Article 4

1 The High Representative shall report to the Council on the implementation of this
Decision on the basis of regular reports prepared by the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO.
Those reports shall form the basis for the evaluation carried out by the Council.

2 The European Commission shall provide information on the financial aspects of the
implementation of the projects referred to in Article 1(2).
Article 5
1 This Decision shall enter into force on the date of its adoption.
2 This Decision shall expire 36 months after the date of conclusion of the financing

agreement referred to in Article 3(3) or six months after the date of its adoption if no financing
agreement has been concluded within that period.

Done at Brussels, 29 June 2020.

For the Council
The President
A. METELKO-ZGOMBIC
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ANNEX

Heading 1: Support Verification Technologies and Monitoring System
Component 1: Project 1: IMS Continuous Sustainment of certified IMS auxiliary Seismic
Stations

Project 1: Continuous Sustainment of Certified IMS Auxiliary Seismic Stations
Background

The main focus of this project will be to continue addressing failing auxiliary stations, which
need urgent maintenance action preferably located in countries facing financial difficulties,
while simultaneously proceeding with preventive maintenance. This is done by addressing
issues of obsolete equipment and consequent upgrades, as well as through improvement of
equipment sparing levels.

Objectives and Deliverables

The principal objective is to bring targeted stations to a technical level compatible with the
IMS requirements in a sustainable manner. Adequate preventive maintenance and associated
equipment sparing helps achieve this objective. Similarly, the support to the stations and their
operator(s) in the case of urgent corrective maintenance, including onsite station visits, where
necessary, will minimise down time and help to sustain stations(s). Attention is drawn to the
fact that this is achieved in conjunction with other tasks such as stations operator training and
workshops in order to maximise sustainability. As in previous projects under former Union
funding, a full time, temporary staff will be employed to plan and execute work projects at the
relevant stations.

Increased data availability and data quality of the Auxiliary Stations network because of a
strengthened sustainment structure leading to increased visibility for the EU.
Component 2: Projects 2—8

Project 2: Engagement with State Signatories, including technical system validation and testing
using Cloud technology for Phase 3 of the IDC Reengineering

Background

The IDC has initiated Phase 3 of the IDC Reengineering project (RP3) aiming to develop a
comprehensive software system for SHI processing over the next decade.

The project will bring notable improvements over the existing SHI system, such as:

— enhanced user interface flexibility for analyst tools, enhanced Analyst review
workflow, event management, event cross-correlation and comparison, map tool
and map integration, visualisation and editing of waveform quality control masks,
frequency-wavenumber (FK) display, and support for analyst training,

— comprehensive capturing of data provenance in order to understand how processing
results were arrived at, and investigate the evolution of results as available information
changes,

— extensibility as a major feature built in all components,

— flexible integrated SHI pipeline configuration supported by graphical tools,

— facilitating a new model for collaborative software development following best
practices in the open source software development,

— enhanced monitoring and testing capabilities — Test Data Set Replay.



