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DIRECTIVE 95/58/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL

of 29 November 1995

amending Directive 79/581/EEC on consumer protection in the indication of the
prices of foodstuffs and Directive 88/314/EEC on consumer protection in the
indication of the prices of non-food products

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 100a thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (*),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (), :

Acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 189b of the Treaty (),

Whereas the programmes of the Community for a
consumer protection and information policy () provided
for the establishment of common principles for indicating
prices ;

Whereas these principles were established by Directive
79/581/EEC (°) and Directive 88/314/EEC (¥) concerning
the indication of prices of foodstuffs and non-food
products ;

Whereas these Directives also provided for the obligation
to indicate the unit price of products marketed in bulk
and of certain pre-packaged products as well as a number
of exemptions to this obligation, when products are
marketed in ranges of pre-packaged quantities, when this
unit-price indication does not provide meaningful infor-
mation to the consumer or when it represents an exces-
sive burden for certain small retail businesses;

Whereas these Directives provided for a transitional
period for implementing exemptions to the indication of
the unit price for certain pre-packaged products ; whereas
this transitional period expired on 7 June 1995;
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Whereas, however, application of these Directives has
proved extremely complex, in the light of trade practices
which vary from one Member State to another;

Whereas account should be taken of all the difficulties
encountered in implementing the enacting terms of these
Directives and it is appropriate to propose new and
simplified enacting terms ;

Whereas the Commission should, to this end, submit
within the year a proposal for simplified enacting terms,
having as its basis the general obligation to indicate the
price and unit price of all products;

Whereas, however, these new enacting terms could not be
adopted before june 1995;

Whereas it is appropriate to anticipate the period of trans-
position by Member States of the proposed new enacting
terms ;

Whereas, accordingly, the transitional period provided for
in the first paragraph of Article 10 of Directives
79/581/EEC and 88/314/EEC should be extended by two
years,

HAVE ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

1. In the first sentence of Article 10 of Directive
79/581/EEC the terms ‘a period of seven years' shall be
replaced by ‘a period of nine years’.

2. In the first sentence of Article 10 of Directive
88/314/EEC the terms ‘a period of seven years’ shall be
replaced by ‘a period of nine years’.

Article 2

1.  Member States shall bring into force the laws, regu-
lations and administrative provisions necessary to comply
with this Directive. They shall forthwith inform the
Commission thereof.

The provisions adopted shall be applicable as of 7 June
1995.



