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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 92/6/EEC
of 10 February 1992

on the installation and use of speed limitation devices for certain
categories of motor vehicles in the Community

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community, and in particular Article 75 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ('),
Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament (?),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (%),

Whereas one of the objectives of a common transport policy is to lay
down common rules applicable to international transport within the
Community and to facilitate the circulation of vehicles;

Whereas the growth of road traffic and the resulting increase in danger
and nuisance present all Member States with road safety and environ-
mental problems of a serious nature;

Whereas the available engine power for heavy goods vehicles and
buses needed for climbing slopes enables them to be driven on level
roads at excessive speeds that are not compatible with the specifica-
tions of other components of those vehicles such as brakes and tyres;
whereas, for that reason and for reasons of environmental protection
in certain Member States, speed limitation devices were made compul-
sory for certain categories of motor vehicles;

Whereas the beneficial effects of speed limitation devices with regard
to protection of the environment and energy consumption, the wear and
tear of the motor and tyres and road safety will be increased if such
devices are in general use;

Whereas the use of speed limitation devices serves no purpose unless
the appliances are of a degree of technical perfection such as will
provide an adequate guarantee that no fraud is possible;

Whereas, as a first step, requirements should be introduced in the case
only of the heaviest categories of motor vehicles which are most
involved in international transport and thereafter, depending on tech-
nical possibilities and experiences in Member States, could be
extended to lighter categories of motor vehicles;

Whereas, in certain Member States, vehicles intended exclusively for
the carriage of dangerous goods must be equipped with speed limita-
tion devices set at maximum speeds lower than those provided for by
this Directive; whereas, in this specific case, the Member States in
question should be allowed to maintain such regulations for vehicles
registered within their territory because they enhance road safety and
civil protection of the public, in accordance with the objectives of this
Directive;

Whereas the installation of speed limitation devices on category M3
and N3 vehicles covered by this Directive, registered before it is
brought into effect and intended exclusively for national transport
operations could entail excessive costs in certain Member States;
whereas it should therefore be made possible for those Member States
to postpone the application of Articles 2 and 3 of this Directive to the
vehicles concerned;

Whereas this Directive does not affect Member States' prerogatives as
regards speed restriction provisions for traffic,

(') OJ No C 225, 30. 8. 1991, p. 11.
() 0J No C 13, 20. 1. 1992.
() OJ No C 40, 17. 2. 1992.



