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COMMISSION

COMMISSION DIRECTIVE
of 6 February 1987

amending Annex II to Council Directive 72/276/EEC on the approximation of
the laws of the Member States relating to certain methods for the quantitative
analysis of binary textile fibre mixtures

(87/184/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 71/307/EEC of 26
July 1971 on the approximation of the laws of the
Member States relating to textile names ('), as last
amended by Directive 83/623/EEC (%), and in particular
Article 15a (2) thereof,

Whereas Directive 71/307/EEC requires labelling to indi-
cate the nature of the fibres in textile products, checks on
the conformity of these products with the indications
given on the label being carried out by analysis ;

Whereas pursuant to Article 13 (2) of the above Directive,
Annex II to Council Directive 72/276/EEC (%), as last
amended by Directive 81/75/EEC (¥), lays down 15
uniform methods of analysis for most of the textile
products composed of binary mixtures that are on the
market ;

Whereas in the light of experience gained gradually by
national laboratories and the results of interlaboratory
tests carried out under the auspices of the Commission, it
is necessary :
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— to redraft method No 2 by the incorporation of the
use of a stable and easily prepared additional reagent,

— to amend certain points in method No 8 so as to
simplify the test procedures and ensure uniform
results,

— to delete method No 12, which has proved to be
insufficiently accurate ;

Whereas textile products consisting of mixtures of chloro-
fibre, certain modacrylics, certains elastanes, acetate, tri-
acetate and certain other fibres which are also subject to
the labelling obligation stipulated in Directive
71/307/EEC are not covered by Directive 72/276/EEC ;
whereas uniform methods of analysis applicable to these
products should therefore be established ;

Whereas the provisions of this Directive are in accordance
with the opinion of the Committee for Directives relating
to Textile Names and Labelling,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

Section 2 of Annex II to Directive 72/276/EEC is hereby
amended as follows :

1. Special methods Nos 2, 8 and 12 are amended in
accordance with Annex I to this Directive.

2. Special method No 16 in Annex II to this Directive is
hereby added.
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Article 2 Article 3

1.  Member States shall bring into force the provisions This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
necessary to comply with this Directive not later than 1
September 1988, and shall forthwith inform the Commis-

sion thereof. Done at Brussels, 6 February 1987.

2. As soon as this Directive has been notified, Member

States shall also ensure that the Commission is informed, ‘ For the Commission
in sufficient time for it to submit its comments, of any Grigoris VARFIS

draft laws, regulations or administrative provisions which
they intend to adopt in the field covered by the Directive. Member of the Commission
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ANNEX I

Amendments to section 2 (‘Special Methods’) of Annex II to Directive 72/276/EEC

Method No 2:

The text is replaced by the following:

3.1.

3.2.

‘METHOD No 2
CERTAIN PROTEIN FIBRES AND CERTAIN OTHER FIBRES
(Method using hypochlorite)

FIELD OF APPLICATION

This method is applicable, after removal of non-fibrous matter, to binary mixtures of :

1. certain protein fibres, namely : wool (1), animal hair (2 and 3), silk (4), protein (21)
with

2. cotton (5), cupro (19), modal (20), viscose (23), acrylic (24), chlorofibres (25), polyamide or nylon (28),
polyester (29), polypropylene (31), elastane (37) and glass fibre (38).

If different protein fibres are present, the method gives the total of their amounts but not their indivi-
dual quantities. :

PRINCIPLE

The protein fibre is diseolved out from a know dry mass of the mixture, with a hypochlorite solution.
The residue is collected, washed, dried and weighed ; its mass, corrected if necessary, is expressed as a
percentage of the dry mass of the mixture. The percentage of dry protein fibre is found by difference.

Either lithium hypochlorite or sodium hypochlorite can be used for the preparation of the hypochlorite
solution.

Lithium hypochlorite is recommended in cases involving a small number of analyses or for analyses
conducted at fairly lengthy intervals. This is because the percentage of hypochlorite in solid lithium
hypochlorite — unlike that in sodium hypochlorite — is virtually constant. If the percentage of
hypochlorite is known, hypochlorite content need not be checked iodometrically for each analysis, since
a constant weighed portion of lithium hypochlorite can be employed.

APPARATUS AND REAGENTS (other than those specified in the general instructions)

Apparatus
(i) Erlenmeyer flask with ground-glass stopper, 250 ml;
(ii) Thermostat, adjustable to 20 (+ 2)°C.

Reagents

(i) Hypochlorite reagent
(2) Lithium hypochlorite solution

This consists of a freshly prepared solution containing 35 (% 2) g/l of active chlorine (approxi-
mately 1 M), to which § (+ 0,5) g/l of previously dissolved sodium hydroxide is added. To
prepare, dissolve 100 grams of lithium hypochlorite containing 35 % active chlorine (or 115
grams containing 30 % active chlorine) in approximately 700 ml of distilled water, add 5 grams
of sodium hydroxide dissolved in approximately 200 ml of distilled water and make up to 1 litre
with distilled water. The solution which has been freshly prepared needs not be checked iodo-
metrically ;

(b) Sodium hypochlorite solution

This consists of a freshly prepared solution containing 35 (+ 2) g/l of active chlorine (approxi-
mately 1 M) to which 5 (+ 0,5) g/l of previously dissolved sodium hydroxide is added.

Check the active chlorine content of the solution iodometrically before each analysis ;
(i) Acetic acid, dilute solution ’

Dilute 5 ml of glacial acetic acid to 1 litre with water.

TEST PROCEDURE

Follow the procedure described in the general instructions and proceed as follows : mix approximately
1 gram of the sample with approximately 100 ml of the hypochlorite solution (lithium or sodium
hypochlorite) in the 250 ml flask and agitate thoroughly in order to wet out the sample.



