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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 17 September 1984

on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to appliances using gaseous
fuels for instantaneous production of hot water for sanitary purposes

(84/531/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 100
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Com-
mission ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3),

Whereas in the Member States the construction and
inspection of appliances using gaseous fuels for
instantaneous production of hot water for sanitary
purposes are subject to mandatory provisions which
differ from one Member State to another and
consequently hinder trade in these appliances; whereas
it is therefore necessary to approximate these
provisions;

Whereas Council Directive 84/530/EEC of 17 Sep-
tember 1984 on the approximation of the laws of the
Member States relating to common provisions for
appliances using gaseous fuels, safety and control
devices for these appliances and methods of surveillance
of them (*) laid down in particular the EEC
type-examination and EEC surveillance procedures for
these appliances; whereas in accordance with that
Directive it is necessary to lay down the technical
requirements with which appliances using gaseous fuels
for instantaneous production of hot water must comply
in order to be placed on the market, connected to the
distribution network and put into service after they have
been subjected to surveillance and the prescribed marks
have been affixed to them;

Whereas it is advisable, with a view to the mutual
exchange of information, that each Member State
should notify the Commission and the other Member
States of the conditions under which families of gases
and their supply pressures are defined within its
territory,

1

(*) OJ No C 134, 16. 6. 1975, p. 37.
(2) OJ No C 76,7.4.1975, p. 37.

(*) O] No C 270, 26. 11. 1975, p. 28.
(*) See page 95 of this Official Journal.

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

1. This Directive shall apply to the following
appliances using gaseous fuels for the instantaneous
production of hot water:

— small water heaters with a nominal useful output of
less than 17 kW,

— bath water heaters with a nominal useful output of
between 17 and 28 kW inclusive.

2. For the purposes of this Directive, ‘appliance for the
instantaneous production of hot water’ means any
appliance in which the heating of water is directly
activated by drawing off water and the output
temperature of the hot water is less than 100 °C.

3. Storage appliances in which the hot water is directly
stored inside the actual appliance shall not be covered.

Article 2

1. For the purposes for this Directive, ‘EEC-type
appliance’ means any appliance which satisfies the
requirements of the Annex to this Directive and of
Directive 84/530/EEC and which accordingly bears the
EEC mark of conformity referred to in Article 5.

Pursuant to Directive: 84/530/EEC, EEC-type
appliances, equipped with their safety and control
devices, must have satisfactorily undergone EEC-type
examination and shall be subject to EEC surveillance.

EEC type-examination and EEC surveillance shall be
carried out by the approved bodies in accordance with
Directive 84/530/EEC and the Annex to this

Directive.

2. The period of validity of an EEC type-examination
certificate issued for these appliances shall be five years
from the date on whlch the party concerned is
notified.
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This period of validity may be extended for successive
periods of a maximum of five years by the approved
body which issued the certificate. ‘

Article 3

No Member State may, on grounds relating to the
construction of an EEC-type appliance or surveillance
thereof within the meaning of Directive 84/530/EEC
and of this Directive, refuse, subject to the conditions
laid down in Article 4, prohibit or restrict the placing
on the market, connection to the distribution network
or putting into service for a purpose for which it is
intended of an EEC-type appliance. '

Member States shall in particular ensure that authorities
or bodies responsible for the supply of gas, connection
to the mains and putting into service of such appliances
_.do not impose upon such connection and putting into
service any technical conditions other than the

following;:

— connection and putting into service for a purpose for
which the appliance is intended,

— compliance with the installation requirements in
force in the territory of a Member State.

Article 4

1. Appliances shall be placed on the market and put
into service for the purpose for which they are intended
in accordance with the conditions laid down by each

Member State in respect of the clauses of Standard EN

26 referred to in the Annex, as regards:

— commercial categories of appliances (6.1),

— gases used and supply pressures (6.2),

— gas inlet connections (6.3),

— water inlet connections (6.4),

— pilot-light flame failure devices (6.7).

After 31 December 1984 these devices shall be
mandatory for all EEC-type appliances and Member
States may not withhold approval of appliances
affording a degree of safety at least equal to that.

required in Standard EN 26 referred to in the Annex,
and in particular 3.4.1 thereof.

2. No later than six months after notification of this
Directive, each Member State shall inform the
Commission and the other Member States of the

conditions referred to in paragraph 1 which must be
met within its territory.

3. (a) Each Member State shall inform the Com-
mission and the other Member States 18 months
beforehand of any amendnients to the conditions
referred to in paragraph 2.

. (b) Amendments concerning;:
— rules governing the connection of gas,
— rules governing the connection of water,

— flame failure devices,

must not result in the application, on the
Community market, of solutions other than
those provided for in the corresponding tables
of Standard EN 26 referred to in the Annex
(tables 14, 15 and 16 of the Standard).

Article §

The EEC mark of conformity provided for in Article 7
(6) of Directive 84/530/EEC shall be affixed to each
appliance for which an EEC type-examination
certificate has been granted, either by the manufacturer
of the appliance, or by the person responsible for
placing it on the market, acting on their own

responsibility.

Article 6

In addition to complying with section 1 of Annex I to
Directive 84/530/EEC, applicants for EEC type-
examination certificates shall be required to submit: -

— technical schedules as provided for in 4.10.2 of
Standard EN 26 referged to in the Annex,

— a number of appliances representative of the series

sufficient to satisfy the requirements of the approved
body.

Article 7

Any amendments necessary to adapt the Annex and
Articles 4 (1) and 6 of this Directive to technical
progress shall be adopted in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 19 of Directive
84/530/EEC. '

Article 8.

1. Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 4 (1),
the Member States shall bring into force the laws,



