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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 14 May 1979

on the indication by labelling of the energy consumption of household appliances

(79/530/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, utilization of energy (5), the Council noted that in its
communication to the Council entitled 'Rational
Utilization of Energy' the Commission had drawn up a
Community action programme in this field ;

Whereas Community measures for the rational use of
energy and energy saving should be adopted in order to
reduce present and future difficulties in the supply of
hydrocarbons ;

Whereas on 4 May 1976 the Council adopted a
recommendation on the rational use of energy for
electrical household appliances (6);

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 100
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ( 1 ),

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3 ),

Whereas , in its resolution of 17 September 1974
concerning a new energy policy strategy for the
Community (4 ), the Council recorded its agreement to
the objective of reduction of the rate of growth of
internal consumption by measures for using energy
rationally and economically without jeopardizing social
and economic growth objectives ;

Whereas, in its resolution of 17 December 1974 on a
Community action programme on the rational

Whereas any improvement in the rational use of energy
is generally beneficial to the environment;

Whereas the public should be informed, in the most
comprehensible and standardized manner possible, of
the specific consumption of household appliances ;
whereas the provision of accurate, relevant and
comparable information may influence the public's
choice in favour of those appliances which consume less
energy, thus prompting manufacturers to take steps to
reduce the consumption of the appliances which they
manufacture ;(') OJ No C 212, 6 . 9 . 1978 , p . 2 .

( 2) OJ No C 93 , 9 . 4 . 1979, p. 72 .
( 3 ) Opinion delivered on 4 and 5 April 1979 (not yet
published in the Official Journal .

(4 ) OJ No C 153 , 9 . 7. 1975 , p. 1 .
( 5) OJ No C 153 , 9 . 7. 1975 , p . 5 .
(6) OJ No L 140, 28 . 5 . 1976 , p . 18 .
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Community. The person supplying the information shall
be responsible for its accuracy.

Article 3

Whereas this information is currently supplied in
various ways, either in accordance with national
regulations or in the absence of such regulations ;
whereas this situation is likely to create non-tariff
barriers to intra-Community trade in household
appliances ;

Whereas to this end the energy consumption of each
type of appliance concerned must be measured in
accordance with harmonized standards and it must be
possible to check the application of these standards at
the marketing stage ;

Whereas a mandatory system applying in all Member
States is not necessary,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

1 . The Member States may oblige all manufacturers or
importers marketing the household appliances specified
in the implementing Directives in their territory to
supply a label in accordance with this Directive.

The labels used in the Member States shall in all cases
comply with this Directive and with the implementing
Directives .

2 . In respect of labelling the following provisions shall
apply :

(a) For each appliance the manufacturer or, where the
manufacturer is established outside the Community,
the importer shall provide the relevant labels for the
type of appliance specified in the implementing
Directives .

(b ) The labels provided by the manufacturers or
importers shall be attached by dealers to the
relevant appliances whenever these are displayed to
potential purchasers . The label shall be attached to
such place as may be specified in the relevant
implementing Directive or, if no location is
specified, in an easily visible place.

Where appliances are not furnished with labels, the
manufacturer or, where the manufacturer is established
outside the Community, the importer shall be required
to supply the appropriate labels at the request of the
dealer concerned.

Article 1

The purpose of this Directive is the harmonization of
national regulations on the publication, particularly by
means of labelling, of information on energy
consumption and information supplementary thereto
for the following household appliances :

— water heaters,

— ovens,

— refrigerators and freezers,

— washing machines ,

— television sets ,
Article 4

— dishwashers,

— tumbler dryers,

— ironing machines .

This Directive shall not apply to the rating plate or its
equivalent affixed for safety purposes to such
appliances .

1 . No Member State may either prohibit or restrict the
marketing of the household appliances listed in Article
1 , on grounds relating to the indication by labelling of
their energy consumption, where the provisions of this
Directive and of the implementing Directives are
satisfied.

2. Without prejudice to the outcome of any random
checks carried out once such appliances are displayed to
potential purchasers, Member States shall deem the
attaching of the relevant label to the household
appliances referred to in Article 1 to fulfil the provisions
of this Directive and of the implementing Directives .

Article 2

The information on the energy consumption of
household appliances shall be drawn up for * the
consumer's benefit in accordance with standards and
methods laid down by Directives relating to each type
of appliance referred to in Article 1 , adopted in
implementation of this Directive. This information shall
be supplied by the manufacturer of the appliances or,
where the manufacturer is established outside the
Community, by the importer established in the

Article 5

Any amendments necessary to adapt to technical
progress :



13 . 6 . 79 Official Journal of the European Communities No L 145/3

— the Annexes to this Directive, Article 8

— the technical Annexes to the separate Directives
relating to the various household appliances or
groups of household appliances,

shall be adopted in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 7.

Compliance with national provisions on the indication
by labelling of the energy consumption of household
appliances shall be verified either by the Member States
or by bodies designated for that purpose.

When a Member State designates a body within its
territory to verify the compliance of labels relating to
the energy consumption of household appliances with
the requirements of this Directive and the relevant
implementing Directives, it shall communicate the name
of that body to the Commission and to the other
Member States .

Article 6

1 . A Committee on the Adaptation to Technical
Progress of the Directives on the Indication by Labelling
of the Energy Consumption of Household Appliances ,
hereinafter referred to as the 'Committee', is hereby
established. It shall consist of representatives of the
Member States with a representative of the Commission
as chairman.

2 . The Committee shall adopt its own rules of
procedure .

Article 9

Article 7

Every Member State, including those States which do
not make labelling compulsory, shall take all necessary
measures to ensure that any label relating to energy
consumption which is displayed within its territory to
potential purchasers and which is attached to an
appliance of a kind specified in Article 1 , in relation to
which an implementing Directive is in force, complies in
all respects with the requirements of this Directive and
of the relevant implementing Directives . It shall also
take all necessary measures to prohibit the display in a
similar manner of labels, marks/symbols or inscriptions
which do not comply with the requirements of this
Directive and of the relevant implementing Directives.

Article 10
I

1 . Member States shall bring into force the provisions
necessary' to comply with this Directive within two
years of the notification of the first implementing
Directive.

2 . Member States shall communicate to the
Commission any measures which they take in the field
covered by this Directive.

1 . Where the procedure laid down in this Article is to
be followed, the matter shall be referred to the
Committee by its chairman either on his own initiative
or at the request of the representative of a Member
State .

2 . The representative of the Commission shall submit
to the Committee a draft of the measures to be taken.
The Committee shall give its opinion on that draft
within a time limit set by the chairman having regard to
the urgency of the matter. Opinions shall be delivered
by a majority of 41 votes , the votes of the Member
States being weighted as provided for in Article 148 (2 )
of the Treaty. The chairman shall not vote.

3 . ( a ) Where the measures envisaged are in accordance
with the opinion of the Committee, the
Commission shall adopt them.

(b ) Where the measures envisaged are not in
accordance with the opinion of the Committee,
or if no opinion is delivered, the Commission
shall without delay submit to the Council a
proposal on the measures to be taken. The
Council shall act by a qualified majority .

( c) If, within six months of the proposal being
submitted to it, the Council has not acted, the
proposed measures shall be adopted by the
Commission.

Article 11

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 14 May 1979 .

For the Council

The President

R. MONORY


