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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 27 March 1979

amending Directive 76/579/Euratom laying down the revised basic safety stand­
ards for the health protection of the general public and workers against the

dangers of ionizing radiation

(79/343/Euratom)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN

COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Atomic Energy Community and in particular Articles
31 and 32 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,
worked out after obtaining the opinion of a group of
persons appointed by the Scientific and Technical
Committee from among scientific experts ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia­
ment ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2 ),

Whereas the Treaty establishing the European Atomic
Energy Community prescribes that basic standards for
the protection of the health of workers and the
general public against the dangers arising from
ionizing raditions, as provided for in particular in
Article 30 thereof, must be laid down in order to
enable each Member State , in accordance with Article
33 , to lay down the appropriate provisions by legisla­
tion , regulation or adminitrative action to ensure
compliance with the basic standards ;
Whereas on 1 June 1976 the Council adopted Direc­
tive 76/579/Euratom (3 ) laying down in the abovemen­
tioned basic safety standards ;

Whereas the International Commission on Radiolog­
ical Protection (ICRP), whose recommendations consi­
tute an important scientific background for the
Euratom basic safety standards, has in its most recent ,
recommendations, in particular in recommendation
No 26, modified certain fundamental scientific
concepts in the field of radiological protection ;

Whereas in the light of increasing scientific know­
ledge of radiation protection , and in view of the fact
that the national rules aimed at ensuring the best
possible health protection of the workers and general
public should always correspond to the latest scientific
developments, it is expendient that the national provi­
sions laid down by law, regulation or administrative
action in the field of radiation protection should be
adapted as soon as possible ;

Whereas it has become necessary, as a result , to
extend from two to four years the time limit laid
down in Article 40 ( 1 ) of Directive 76/579/Euratom,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

Article 1

Article 40 ( 1 ) of Directive 76/579/Euratom shall be
amended as follows :

' 1 . The Member States shall take the measures
necessary to comply with this Directive within a
period of four years from the date of notification
thereof .'

Article 2

This Directive is addressed to the Member States .

Done at Brussels , 27 March 1979 .

For the Council

The President

A. GIRAUD

(») OJ No C 6, 8 . 1 . 1979 , p. 84 .
(2 ) Opinion delivered on 12 and 13 July 1978 (not yet
published in the Official Journal).
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