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COUNCIL

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 29 December 1976

on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to roadworthiness
tests for motor vehicles and their trailers

(77/143/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular
Article 75 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament(?),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (%),

Whereas the implementation of a common transport
policy requires, inter alia, that certain road traffic
within the Community should operate under the
most favourable cicumstances as regards both safety
and competitive conditions applying to carriers in
the Member States;

Whereas the growth of road traffic and the resultant
increase in danger and nuisances present all Member
States with safety problems of a similar nature and
seriousness;

Whereas the time taken to carry out periodic road-
worthiness tests on certain vehicles and the expense
thereby incurred are factors which can affect the
competitive conditions between road-transport oper-
ators in the Member States; whereas the present
systems of testing vary from one Member State to
another;

(1) OJ No C 23, 8. 3. 1974, p. 54.
(%) OJ No C 60, 26. 7. 1973, p. S.

Whereas it is therefore necessary to harmonize as
far as is practicable the frequency of tests and the
compulsory items to be tested,;

Whereas the fixing of the date of application of the
measures referred to in this Directive should allow
time for the administrative and technical arrange-
ments required for carrying out the tests to be set
up or strengthened,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

In each Member State, motor vehicles registered in
that State and their trailers and semi-trailers shall
undergo periodic roadworthiness tests in accordance
with this Directive and its Annexes.

Article 2

1. The categories of vehicles to be tested, the fre-
quency of the tests and the items which must be
tested are listed in Annexes I and II.

2. Member States shall have the right to exclude
from the scope of this Directive vehicles belonging
to the armed forces and forces of law and order.

3. Member States may, after consulting the Co-
mission, exclude from the scope of this Directive, or
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subject to special provisions, certain vehidles operated
or used in exceptional conditions and vehicles which
are never, or hardly ever, used on public highways,
or which are temporarily withdrawn from circulation.

Article 3

Notwithstanding the provisions of Annexes I and 11,
Member States may:

— bring forward the date for the first compulsory
roadworthiness tests and, where appropriate, sub-
mit the vehicle for testing prior to registration,

— shorten the interval between two successive
compulsory tests,

— make the
compulsory,

testing of optional equipment

— increase the number of items to be tested,

— extend the periodic test requirement to other
categories of vehicles,

— prescribe special additional tests.

Article 4

Roadworthiness tests within the meaning of this
Directive shall be carried out by the State or by
bodies or establishments designated and directly
supervised by the State.

Article 5§

1. Member States shall take such measures as they
deem necessary to make it possible to prove that a
vehidle has passed a roadworthiness test complying
with at least the provisions of this Directive.

2. These measures shall be notified to the Member
States and to the Commission.

3. Each Member State shall, on the same basis as if
it had itself issued the proof, recognize the proof
issued in another Member State to the effect that
a motor vehicle registered in that other State, together
with its trailer or semi-trailer, have passed a
roadworthiness test complying with at least the pro-
visions of this Directive.

Article 6

Member  States  shall, after . consulting the
Commission adopt the laws, regulations or
administrative provisions, particularly as regards the
procedures for time limits applying in Annex I, which
are necessary to comply with this Directive not later
than one year after its notification.

Article 7

By way of derogation from the provisions of
Annexes I and II, and until no later than 1 January
1983, Member States may:

— postpone the date of the first compulsory
roadworthiness test,

— extend the interval between two successive
compulsory roadworthiness tests,

— reduce the number of items to be tested,

— amend the ocategories of vehicles subject to
compulsory roadworthiness tests,

provided that all the vehicles concerned are required
to undergo roadworthiness tests in accordance with
this Directive before that date.

Article 8

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 29 December 1976.

For the Council
The President
T. WESTERTERP



