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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 20 July 1976

concerning the Community list of less-favoured farming areas within the meaning of
Directive 75/268/EEC (France — overseas departments)

(76/631 /EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, Whereas where there is a combination of the two
abovementioned factors, the criteria used are a mini­
mum altitude of 500 metres and an average slope of
15% , or a minimum altitude of 400 metres and an
average slope of 16% ;

Whereas the indices used to define the presence of
infertile land referred to in Article 3 (4)' ( a ) of
Directive 75/268/EEC are a value of final agricultural
production per hectare not exceeding 77% of the
average of Metropolitan France (FF 1 840 and FF
2 400 respectively), or a livestock density of 0-17
livestock units (L.U. ) per forage hectare ;

Whereas the index used to establish the existence,
referred to in Article 3 (4) (b ) of Directive 75/268/
EEC, of economic results appreciably lower than the
mean, is the fact that the gross farm income per
family worker amounts to approximately 27 % of
the national average of Metropolitan France (FF
7 700 and FF 28 400 respectively);

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 75/268/EEC of
28 April 1975 on mountain and hill farming and
farming in certain less-favoured areas ( 1 ), as
amended by Directive 76/400/EEC (2), and in
particular Article 2 (2) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (8),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (4),

Whereas the Government of the French Republic
has communicated to the Commission, in accordance
with Artidle 2 ( 1 ) of Directive 75/268/EEC, a list of
areas situated in the overseas departments of
Martinique, Guadeloupe, Reunion and Guyana and
eligible for inclusion in the Community list of less­
favoured farming areas, together with the relevant
information concerning the characteristics of these
areas ;

Whereas the index used for defining the very difficult
climatic conditions referred to in the first indent of
Article 3 (3 ) of Directive 75/268/EEC is for each
commune an average altitude of more than 800
metres ;

Whereas the index used for defining steep slopes as
referred to in the second indent of Article 3 (3 ) of
Directive 75/268/EEC is a percentage greater than 20 ;

Whereas the index used to define a low population
as referred to in Article 3 (4) (c ) of Directive 75/
268/EEC is the fact that the actual density is not
greater than one inhabitant per square kilometre ;
whereas the percentage of the total active population
engaged in agriculture is at least 30% ;

Whereas the characteristics used for defining the
areas affected by specific handicaps within the
meaning of Article 3 (5 ) of Directive 75/268/EEC are,
on the one hand, the unfavourable aspects of natural
conditions of production — climatic phenomena of
an adverse nature and of frequent occurrence such as
cyclones , prolonged periods of drought and of very
irregular rainfall , and often very rugged land surfaces
— and, on«the other hand, handicaps resulting from
insularity and remoteness from the mother country;
whereas these characteristics give rise to an increase
in the cost of products, especially production
materials ; whereas moreover the overall extent of
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these areas does not exceed 2-5% of the area of the
Member States concerned (0-46% of the combined
area of Metropolitan France and the overseas
departments);

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

Article 1

The areas situated in the overseas departments of
Guadeloupe, Reunion, Martinique and Guyana which
are listed in the Annex shall be included in the
Community list of less-favoured farming areas within
the meaning of Article 3 (3 ), (4) and (5 ) of Directive
75/268/EEC.

Whereas the indices thus used by the Government of
the French Republic to define the three classes of
area in the overseas departments communicated to
the Commission satisfy, respectively, the character­
istics of the mountain areas, the less-favoured areas
and the areas affected by specific handicaps referred
to in Article 3 (3 ), (4) and (5 ) of Directive 75/268/
EEC;

Article 2

The Member State concerned shall forward to the
Commission by the end of 1976 at the latest, a
detailed communication indicating the period within
which measures for the substantial improvement of
infrastructure will be effective in the areas listed in
Annex.

Article 3

This Directive is addressed to the French Republic.

Whereas the communication of the Member State
concerned does not describe the present situation in
the areas in question with regard to the infrastructure
referred to in Article 3 (2) of Directive 75/268/EEC;
whereas it appears that the infrastructure is inade­
quate ; whereas moreover the absence of information
about current or proposed programmes prevents an
assessment of the period within which a definite
improvement will occur in this situation ; whereas it
nevertheless appears expedient to include the areas
in question in the Community list of less-favoured
farming areas, on the understanding that the Govern­
ment of the French Republic will present shortly a
detailed communication to the Commission on this
subject,

Done at Brussels, 20 July 1976 .

For the Council

The President

A.P.L.M.M. van der STEE


