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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 15 October 1968

laying down detailed provisions concerning transitional measures in respect of activities
of self-employed persons in the personal services sector (ISIC ex Major Group 85);
1 . Restaurants, cafes, taverns and other drinking and eating places (ISIC Group 852)
2. Hotels, rooming houses, camps and other lodging places (ISIC Group 853)

(68/368/EEC)

Whereas not all Member States impose conditions
for the taking up and pursuit of activities in
respect of the operation of drinking and eating
places or of lodging places ; whereas, while in some
cases there is freedom to take up and pursue such
activities , in other cases there are stringent provisions
making the taking up and pursuit thereof subject to
possession of formal qualifications ;

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES ,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular
Articles 54 (2), 57, 63 (2 ) and 66 thereof ;

Having regard to the General Programme for the
abolition of restrictions on freedom of
establishment,1 and in particular the second and third
paragraphs of Title V thereof ;

Having regard to the General Programme for the
abolition of restrictions on freedom to provide
services ,2 and in particular the second and third para­
graphs of Title VI thereof ;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ;

Whereas , in view of the existence of regulations in
certain Member States and the absence of any
regulations whatsoever in others , it has not been
possible to effect the co-ordination provided for at
the same time as the abolition of restrictions ;
whereas such co-ordination must be effected at a
later date ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European
Parliament3 ;

Whereas, in the absence of immediate co-ordination ,
it nevertheless appears desirable to make it easier to
attain freedom of establishment and freedom to pro­
vide services in respect of the activities in question
by the adoption of transitional measures of the kind
envisaged in the General Programmes ; whereas this
should be done primarily in order to avoid causing
exceptional difficulties for nationals of Member
States in which the taking up of such activities is
not subject to any conditions ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee4 ;

Whereas , besides making provision for the abolition
of restrictions, the . General Programmes provide that
it should be examined whether such abolition should
be preceded, accompanied or followed by mutual
recognition of diplomas, certificates and other
evidence of formal qualifications , and by the co­
ordination of provisions laid down by law, regu­
lation or administrative action concerning the
taking up and pursuit of the activities in question ,
and whether, if need be, transitional measures should
be adopted pending such recognition or co­
ordination ;

Whereas, in order to prevent such difficulties arising,
the main object of the transitional measures should
be to allow, as sufficient qualification for taking up
the activities in question in host States which have
rules governing such activities, the • fact that the
occupation has been pursued in a Community
country other than the host country for a reasonable
period of time, such period being, in cases where no
previous training is required, sufficiently recent to
ensure that the person concerned possesses pro­
fessional knowledge equivalent to that required of the
host country 's own nationals ;.

Whereas , owing to differences in the views taken by
the various Member States of certain of the activities
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