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GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBIA
No. 1 of 2021

Date of Assent: 23rd March, 2021

An Act to provide for the granting of legal aid in civil and
criminal case to persons whose means are insufficient to
enable them to pay for legal services; to provide for the
regulation of law clinics in the provision of legal aid;
continue the existence of the Legal Aid Board and provide
its functions; to reconstitute the Board of the Legal Aid
Board and redefine its functions; provide for the
registration of practitioners, legal assistants, paralegals
and legal aid service providers; continue the existence
of the Legal Aid Fund and provide for its administration
and management; to repeal and replace the L egal Aid Act,
1967; and provide for matters connected with, or
incidental to, the foregoing.

[24th March, 2021

ENACTED by the Parliament of Zambia. Enactment
PART |
PRELIMINARY
1. (1) ThisAct may be cited asthe Legal Aid Act, 2021, and  Short title
shall comeinto operation onthe date appointed by the Minister by ?O‘Enmence
statutory instrument. ment
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwise requires— Interpretation

“alternative disputeresolution” includes mechanisms such as
mediation, conciliation, negotiation and arbitration aimed
at preventing, settling or resolving adispute;

“associate” hasthe meaning assigned to thewordintheAnti-  Act No. 3 of
CorruptionAct, 2012; 2012
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Act No. 13 of
1998

Cap.1

Act No. 23 of
2016

Act No. 39 of
2010

“Authority” means the Technical Education, Vocational and
Entrepreneurship Training Authority established under the
Technical Education, Vocational and Entrepreneurship
TrainingAct, 1998;

“Board” meansthe Board of the Legal Aid Board constituted
under section 8;

“Chairperson” meansthe person appointed as the Chairperson
of the Board under section §;

“civil society organisation” meansaregistered non-statelegal
entity not established or operated for profit;

“court” has the meaning assigned to the word in the
Condtitution;

“Director” means the person appointed as Director of the
Legal Aid Board under section 10;

“eligible person” means a person to whom legal aid may be
g][ante_d on the basis of the means test and in the interest
of justice;

“Fund” means the Legal Aid Fund continued under section

“judicare” meansthe provision of legal aid, free of chargeor
at afee, by apractitioner registerd by the Legal Aid Board,;

“judicial officer” has the meaning assigned to the words in
the Judiciary Administration Act, 2016;

“LandsTribunal” meansthe Lands Tribunal established under
the Lands Tribunal Act, 2010;

“legal advice” meansthe provision of advice on aquestion of
the law and includes advice and assistance in the
preparation of legal documents for purposes that are not
related to any proceedingsfor whichlegal aid may begiven;

“legal aid” hasthe meaning assigned to theword under section
6,

“legal aid Board” meansthe Legal Aid Board continued under
section 4;

“legal aid service provider” means a person who provides
legal aid and includesacivil society organisation or ahigher
educationinstitution law clinic registered under thisAct;

“legal assistance” means the assistance provided to aperson
in executing some legal act to protect the person’s rights
or in taking some preparatory steps towards doing so in
the context of formal court proceedings, including steps
that are preliminary or incidental to formal court
proceedings, or steps aimed at arriving at, or giving effect
to a compromise to avoid or bring to an end formal
proceedings, including court-annexed mediation;



