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Mr Speaker, I want to start by thanking you for the opportunity you have given the Ministry of
Home Affairs on behalf of Cabinet to issue a ministerial statement on the findings of the joint
investigations into the ownership of the fifty-one flats in Chalala Township that were seized by

the Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) and forfeited to the State in April of 2019.

Sir, my statement seeks to set the record straight by presenting the facts surrounding the
investigations into the ownership of the fifty-one flats in Chalala Township of Lusaka. This is
essential to allay the speculations, falsehoods and innuendos peddled against my Government
and its innocent individuals and leaders by some interest groups, political parties and politicians

that seek to tarnish the image of my Government.

My statement is, therefore, divided into three parts. In part one, I present the background to the
investigations, seizure and forfeiture of the fifty-one flats in Chalala Township of Lusaka. In part
two, I present the findings of the joint investigations team and steps taken to put the matter to

rest while in part three, I draw some conclusions.

Background to the investigations, seizure and forfeiture of the fifty-one flats to the flats

Sir, as the hon. Members of this House might recall, the ACC informed the nation in June 2019
that a total number of forty-eight flats in Lusaka’s Chalala area had been seized and forfeited to
the State following failure by purported owners to claim ownership. The gazette notice was,

therefore, signed in April 2019.



The ACC further informed the nation that the forfeiture process had been closed and that the

properties hence forth belonged to the State.

Mr Speaker, a brief background to this case is that on 26™ May, 2016, the ACC received a report
of alleged possession of unexplained property against a Ministry of Finance official. He was
reported to have acquired real estate in various residential areas of Lusaka among them
Meanwood and Chalala areas. Following the report, the ACC commenced investigations into the

matter to establish if, indeed, such high value properties existed.

Sir, investigations established that the suspect had bought 22 plots from a real estate agent who
had been selling demarcated land to interested individuals on behalf of a client in whose name

the parent title was registered at the Lands and Deeds Registry at the Ministry of Lands.

Mr Speaker, the plots in question are situated in Lusaka’s Chalala area and are not registered in
the Lands and Deeds Registry. Investigations also established that the Ministry of Finance
official had paid for the said plots, but they were not registered in his name. On the contrary, the
plots are registered in the name of a Copperbelt based lawyer. This is according to the records

held by the real estate agency that sold the plots.

Investigations also established that the suspect had built a total number of fifty-one flats between
2012 and 2017. Thirty of the flats have been completed and are on rent. The rest of the flats or

twenty-one of them were at 80 per cent completion and were, therefore, not occupied.

Mr Speaker, no records of approvals from the Lusaka City Council were found. However, there
were applications pressed for water and power made in the names of the lawyer and the wife of

the suspect.

Sir, it should be noted that the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) had interviewed a number of
individuals connected to the flats, but none of them claimed ownership of the properties in
question. The ACC undertook the forfeiture process by gazetting the notices in line with the

Anti-Corruption Commission “Disposal of Recovered Property Regulations of 2004.” During



