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Mr. Speoker,

In the odvent of globolizotion ond interdependence of world
economies, cross-cutting decisions ore mode of biloterol ond
multiloterol meetings ond it is imperotive thot Zombio is octively
engoged in this globol oreno. lt is, ihergfore, extremely importont
thot such meetings which ore in linenbur Notionol Interest ore
ottended of the highest level in order 'to influence regionol ond
globol decision moking in pursuing our Foreign Policy.

As the Number One Diplomot, the Heod of Stote olso strives to
enhonce strotegic politicol ond economic relotions with Zombio's
neighbours ond the world over in order to odvonce the country's
notionol interests ond increose its influence on the internotionol
oreno. lt is for this reoson thot the President will from time to time
undertoke foreign visits. These foreign engogements ore highly
beneficiol to the country os con be seen from the vorious projecfs,
progrommes ond investments thot hove moteriolized following o
Presidentiol visit. However, it must olso be understood thot the
benefits of these visits con be immediote or long term ond moy bring
tongible or intongible results.

Mr. Speoker,

Allow me, through this Ministeriol Stotement, to highlight the
Presidents recent internotionol engogements by woy of reporting to
this ougust House ond informing the notion of lorge.

I hove the honour to inform the house thot His Excellency the
President, Mr. Edgor Chogwo Lungu, ottended the 29th Ordinory
Session of the Assembly of Heods of Stote ond Government of the
Africon Union (AU), which took ploce in Addis Abobo, Ethiopio from
30th to 3l't Jonuory, 2017 under the theme "Hornessing the
Demographic Dividend through lnyesfm ent in Youths" .



Mr. Speoker,

One of the mojor highlights of the Summit wos the election of the
Choirperson, Deputy Choirperson ond eight (B) Commissioners of the
Africon Union Commission. The elections were highly competitive
ond involved vigorous compoigns of both regionol ond biloterol
levels.

I orn extremely delighted to inform the House thot the Zornbion
condidote Amb. Albert Muchongo wos overwhelmingly elected os
the AU Commissioner for Trode ond Industry with o decisive 49 votes
out of 5l in the very first round of voting. This is o greot ond
significont outcome for the country os it is the first time in our 53 yeors
of independence thot o Zombion hos ever held o position in the top
monogement of the Africon Union Commission. This is o very senior
position in the Commission ond in o strotegic field which will see the
country benefit directly.

I wish to stote thot this historic ochievement did not come os o mere
coincidence or by chonce but os o deliberote policy by the
Government of His Excellency President Edgor Chogwo Lungu,
through the Ministry of Foreign Affoirs. This is o cleor deliveroble on
the port of this Government in fulfilment of the Potriotic Front
Monifesto ond I con ossure the Zombion people thot it would not
hove been possible without the personol involvement of His

Excellency the President.

Mr. Speoker,

The AU Summit olso considered the Report of the Peoce ond Security
Council on its octivities. One of the importont decisions mode by the
Heods of Stote wos the odoption of the lusoko Roodmop which
defines procticol steps for the ottoinment of Agendo 2020 of
"Silencing the Guns".
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This nome did not come by occident, but through the prooctive
lobbying Diplomotic engogement which led to Zombio hosting the
Retreot of the AU PSC from 7t 9th November, 2016, which
formuloted the lusokq Roodmop document. This Retreot wos
officiolly opened by His Excellency President Lungu ond his opening
oddress provided the necessory direction thot guided the retreot.

Mr Speoker,

As o member of the Peoce ond Security Council, for the next tree (3)
yeors, Zombio will continue to use its influence to ensure peoce ond
security prevoils on the continent. His Excellency the President hos
olreody eorned recognition omongst his peers, ond the internotionol
comrnunity, os o Chompion for peoce ond security not only in the
Southern ond the Greot Lokes Region, but on the entire continent. l,

therefore. urge oll citizens to support the efforts being mode by the
Government in this importont oreo.

Mr. Speoker,

Another significont octivity of the Summit wos o High Level Meeling
on the lmplementotion of lhe Africon Posilion on Ending Child
Morrioge in Africo which wos choired by His Excellency President
ond co-choired by the out-going Choirperson of the Africon Union
Commission, Her Excellency Nkosozono Dlomini-Zumo.

The Africon Union in recognition of Zombio's efforts to end child
morrioge in the country ond beyond endorsed His Excellency the
President os Africo's Chompion on ending child morrioge on the
continent.



Mr. Speoker,

Yet onother importont milestone for Zombio wos the opportunity
gronted by His Excellency the President to present the country's mid-
term Progress Report to the Forum of the Africon Peer Review
Mechonism (APRM). You moy wish to note thot Zombio wCIs lost peer
reviewed in 20.|3. The Progressive Report wos therefore deemed os
on incrementol step in the governonce record of the country os it
highlighted oreos thot would require improvement os well os oreos
where Zombio wos doing well.

Mr. Speoker,

In stressing the importonce of the President porticipoting in these
foreign engogements especiolly of the multiloterol level, the Heod of
Stote is oble to full odvontoge of the opportunities to hold biloterol
meetings with some of his counterports, ond Heods of internqtionol
orgonisotions which would hove otherwise required thot o seporote
visits be undertoken. In this regord, the President held meetings with
the following dignitories:

H.E. Mr. Hoilemoriom Desolegn, the Prime Minister of the
Federol Democrotic Republic of Ethiopio, where the two
Heods of Stote ogreed thot their Foreign Ministers hold the
inougurol session of the Zombiq-Ethiopio JPC in Morch 2017,
which would be immediotely followed by on Officiol Visit to
Zombio by the Ethiopion leoder;

H.E. Mr. Abdel Fottoh el-Sisi, President of the Arob Republic
of Egypt, during which the Egyption Heod of Stote renewed
his invitotion to President Edgor Chogwo Lungu to
undertoke o Stote Visit to thot country in April 2017;

H.E. Prof. Peter Arthur Muthoriko, President of Republic of
Molowi, during which the two Heods of Stote directed thot
A Joint Permonent Commission (JPC) be held before the
end of April, 2017;
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