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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER

OF JUSTICE MR GIVEN LUBINDA, MP ON THE OUTCOME OF

THE REFERENDUM HELD ON 11TH AUGUST 20T6 AND THE

WAY FORWARD

MR SPEAKER

ON THE l1TH DAY OF AUGUST 2016, ZAMBIA HtrLD A

REFtrRENDUM ALONGSIDtr THtr GBNtrRAL trLECTIONS. THE

PURPOSB OF THE RtrFERENDUM WAS TO ALLOW ZAMBIANS TO

ANSWtrR THtr FOLLOWING QUBSTION:

"DO YOU AGRBtr TO THE AMtrNDMtrNT TO THtr CONSTITUTION

TO ENHANCE THB BILL OF RIGHTS CONTAINBD IN PART III OF

THtr CONSTITUTION OF ZAMBIA AND TO RtrPEAL AND REPLACtr

ARTICLtr 79 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF ZAMBIA?"

THtr RtrQUIRBMENTS FOR THtr SUCCESS OF THE REFtrRENDUM

IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 79 OF THtr CONSTITUTION ARE

TWOFOLD, FIRSTLY THAT AT LEAST HALF OF THE trLIGIBLE

VOTtrRS MUST TURN OUT TO VOTE IN THtr REFtrRENDUM AND

SECONDLY THAT THE MAJORITY OF THOSE WHO TURN OUT

MUST VOTtr "YES" TO THE RtrFtrRtrNDUM QUtrSTION.



MR SPEAKER

THE POPULATION ESTIMATtr FOR THE trLIGIBILITY TO VOTB IN
THtr REFERtrNDUM WAS PROVIDED BY THE CENTRAL

STATISTICAL OFFICE IN trXERCISE OF THEIR POWERS TO USE

SAMPLING MtrTHODS TO ESTIMATE THE TOTAL POPULATION

UNDtrR THtr CtrNSUS AND STATISTICS ACT, CHAPTER I27 OF

THtr LAWS OF ZAMBIA. THE RtrASON FOR THIS trSTIMATION
WAS BECAUSE A CENSUS IS ONLY CONDUCTtrD ONCE trVtrRY
TEN YBARS AND THtr NEXT CENSUS FOR ZAMBIA IS
SCHBDULED TO Btr HtrLD IN 2020. THE RtrSULTS OF THE 2OIO

CENSUS WERB STILL VALID AND COULD THtrRtrFORE BE USED

FOR THE PURPOStrS OF trSTIMATING THtr POPULATION OF
ZAMBIANS ENTITLtrD TO VOTtr.

MR SPEAKER

THE TOTAL POPULATION THAT WAS ESTIMATED TO BE
ELIGIBLE TO VOTtr IN THE AUGUST 11 RtrFERBNDUM WAS

SEVEN MILLION, FIVE HUNDRED AND TWtrNTY-EIGHT
THOUSAND AND NINtrTY-ONE (7,528,O9T) ZAMBIANS. IN ORDtrR

FOR THtr RtrFERENDUM TO SUCCEtrD, AT LtrAST THRtrE
MILLION, StrVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR THOUSAND AND
FORTY-FIVtr (3,764,O45) CITIZtrNS NEtrDED TO TURN OUT. THtr
NUMBER OF trLIGIBLtr VOTtrRS THAT PARTICIPATtrD IN THB
REFERENDUM WAS (3,345,47 7), RtrPREStrNTING A TOTAL



TURNOUT OF 44.44o/o, WHICH WAS BELOW THE 5Oo/o

THRESHOLD REQUIRED FOR THtr TURNOUT TO HAVE

SATISFIED THtr REQUIREMENTS OF ARTICLE 79 OF THtr

CONSTITUTION.

OUT OF THtr VOTtrRS THAT TURNED OUT AND VOTED, ONE

MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED AND FIFTY-TWO THOUSAND, FIVtr

HUNDRED AND FIFTY-NINtr (1,852,559) VOTED "yES" WHILE

SEVtrN HUNDRtrD AND FIFTY-THREE THOUSAND, FIVE

HUNDRtrD AND FORTY-NINE (753,549) VOTED "NO" AND SEVEN

HUNDRED AND THIRTY-NINE THOUSAND THRtrE HUNDRtrD AND

sIXTy THREE (739,363), VOTES WtrRE RtrJECTED.

MR SPEAKER

THE FAILURE OF THtr RtrFtrRENDUM trNTAILS THAT THtr

CURRENT BILL OF RIGHTS, CONTAINtrD IN PART III OF THE

CONSTITUTION, CONTINUtrS TO BE IN trFFECT UNTIL SUCH A

TIME THAT A RtrFERtrNDUM SUCCEEDS.

MR SPEAKER

AS THIS AUGUST HOUStr IS AWARtr, THE CONSTITUTION

REQUIRtrD REFORMING IN ITS trNTIRtrTY IN ORDER TO MEET

THE ASPIRATIONS OF THtr PEOPLE. THE FACT THAT PART OF

THE CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN RtrFORMED MAKES IT EVEN


