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Mr. SD€aker,

0n Tuesday the 3'd November, 2015 Hon. lv1rs. lYas.ebo the lvlember of
Parliament for Chongwe constituency raised a point of order in the
House on the condust of the 2015 Grade I Comouter Studies PaDer 2
(Practical) examination.

Sir, in your ruling you stated that the Hon. l4inister of General Education
should issue an appropriate statement, at an appropriate time, beaing
in mind that these examinations are on-going. Sir, allow me to thank
you for giving me the latitude to present my Staternent at an
appropriate time. Just like in the legalfraternjty where a case before the
courts of law, cannot be commented upon, in educational assessment
too, we guard ourselves fiom commentiog on an on-going examination.
A postmoterm assessmenl of the whole examination is held at the end
of the examinations. In this case it will be held after the last Daoer ls
written on 20- November, 2015. This statement should therefore be
looked at in that context.

The Computer Studies subject was examined through two papers. Paper
2 was a practical and was administered on the 2"" November, 2015 and
Paper 1 is a theory paper which was examined on the 10rn November,
2015. I had to wait until the hvo papers were examined before issuing
this statemeni on the examination of the Computer Studles papers.
Having said this, let me inform the House that the llinistry went out of
its way and broke its own guidelines to issue a Press Statement on 3'o
November, 2015, a day after the practical Examination In Computer
Studies was condusted. The Statement which no doubt escaped the
attention of Hon. l4asebo read and I quote:

The Ministry of Gederal Education would like to apologise to the
parents and leafnent for the inconvenience caused during the
admioistration of CompuEr Studies Practical Examinations
yesterday ztu ltovember, 2075.

It was nat the Miniswb intention to have some leane6 wriE
these examinations lab in the night but due to circumstances
and challet ges beyond our controL such as idadequaE
compute6 in Some jchools while others experienced power
cuE, whilst conducling the examination,



The Miaistry would also like to take this opportunity to appeal
for calm among parents and leamerg as the Computer gtudies
examinations will not be a compulsory subiect to determine
qualiftcation to Grade 70.

We would also assure parenE and learners that such an
experience will not happen again iD futurc exatninationt end of
quote.

l{r. Speaker,

Coming to the Point of Order proper, let me say this: Hon. t4embers of
Parliament will recall that in January 2074, the t4inistry announced the
lmplementation of the revised Primary and Secondary School curricula to
be done in a phased approach starting with Grade 1, 5, 8 and 10.
These classes have since progressed to Grade 2, 6,9 and 11 this year
2015.

Sir, as announced at the lanuary 2014 Launch, the first examination of
the revised cufiiculum is at crade 9 this year 2015. One of the subjects,
in the revised curriculum is Computer Studies.

As I mentioned earlier in this Statement the Computer Studies subject is
examined using two Papers: Paper 1 which is Theory paper comprising
three sections: A, B and C. S€ction A has 15 multiple choice questions,
Section B has 15 short answer qLrestions and Section C has 4 questions
demanding long answers. The paper accounts for 60% of the
examination,

Paper 2, which is Practical, comprises two compulsory questions drawn
from Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Desktop Publishing, presentation
and l4ultimedia. Candidates are required to answer the 2 questions by
using a computer. The paper accounts for 40olo of the examination.

This year's Computer Studies Paper 2 (Practical) Examination required
candidates to work on a simple spreadsheet and to type a letter, all with
simple instructions. I lay on the table of the House the said Computer
Studies Practicalexamination Paper 2 numbered 40212.

Mr. Speaker

There are two institutions working together in the implementation of the
new curriculum. The Examinations Council of Zambia which is


