Malaysia's Foreign Policy

1. Malaysia continues to pursue an independent, principled and
pragmatic foreign policy, founded on the values of peace, humanity,
justice, and equality. The overarching thrust of its foreign policy has
been to safeguard Malaysia’'s sovereignty and national interests as
well as to contribute meaningfully towards a just and equitable

community of nations through the conduct of effective diplomacy.

2. Malaysia’s foreign policy is largely influenced and shaped by three
key factors, namely its strategic location in Southeast Asia, its
attributes as a trading nation as well as its unique demography. While
the foreign policy approaches may have differed over the years due
to changing domestic and external factors, the basic principles of the
policy have continued since independence. Policy-making has been
guided by the criteria of credibility together with consistency and

coherency, which have served the country’s best interests.

3. ASEAN remains the cornerstone of Malaysia’s foreign policy and the
establishment of the ASEAN Community in 2015 has significantly
elevated Malaysia’'s approach and engagement at the regional level.
Concurrently strengthening bilateral and multilateral aspects of
Malaysia’s engagement with the world will continue to be an

Important focus. The nation’s well-being is founded on the strong and



friendly relations with other countries and its commitment to the

multilateral system.

4. Under the present leadership of the Prime Minister, Malaysia
continues to promote a forward-looking and pragmatic foreign policy
that facilitates trade, attracts foreign investment as well as projects

Malaysia as a stable and peaceful country.

5. As a member of the UN, Malaysia is fully committed to multilateralism
in advancing global peace, security and prosperity. Malaysia’s record
In peacekeeping operations under the UN is a testimony of its
dedication in carrying out the mandate of the international
community in advancing global peace and security. At the UN and
other international fora, Malaysia will continue to actively participate
in the deliberations and efforts toward finding solutions to various
global issues. Malaysia will continue with the principles of
engagement and cooperation rather than isolationism and unilateral

action.
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