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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Energy Efficiency (EE) activities began in the Central American countries during the seventies as a result of 
the  first  oil  shocks.  However,  various  factors,  including  socioeconomic  and  political  problems  during  the 
eighties and low crude oil prices, resulted in EE activities being given lesser importance. Nevertheless, the 
need  for  energy  efficiency  and  conservation  became  a  priority  once  again  at  the  beginning  of  this 
millennium and especially after 2003 when international crude oil prices began to rise, showing no sign of 
returning to previous levels.  

During  the  period  from  2003-2007,  the  Central American  countries  put  in  place  an  Energy 
Emergency Plan that was prepared for the Central American Integration System (SICA) with the support 
of  the  Economic  Commission  for  Latin  America  and the  Caribbean  (ECLAC),  implementing  this  plan 
with  the  cooperation  of  international  agencies,  donors  and  multilateral  banks.  The  Plan  prioritized  EE 
initiatives and promoted increased use of Renewable Energy Sources (RES). 

The discussion of strategies to address the oil crisis resulted in the countries developing a regional 
energy agenda. With the support of ECLAC, the institution responsible for the base studies, the Central 
American  Sustainable  Energy  Strategy  2020  (Energy  Strategy  2020)  was  approved  in  November  2007. 
The strategy is focused on promoting sustainable development of the regional energy sector. The Energy 
Strategy  2020  contains  four  goals  linked  to  EE  (energy  efficiency  in  lighting,  refrigerators  and  industrial 
electric motors; reduction of electricity losses in transmission and distribution; reduction of consumption of oil 
derivatives in public and private transport sectors; and promotion of sustainable, efficient and clean firewood 
stoves in rural areas). 

Six  years  after  approval  of  the  Energy  Strategy  2020,  the  status  of  Energy  Efficiency  (EE) 
programs  and  initiatives  in  Central  American  countries varies  greatly.  The  process  of  restructuring  and 
transformation  of  the  energy  sectors,  which  commenced  in  the  nineties,  has  yielded  varying  results.  In 
some  countries,  the  creation  or  strengthening  of a  government  institution  (ministry  or  department) 
responsible for energy policymaking and governance has only been achieved in the last few years. This 
has been a positive factor for the organization and promotion of EE initiatives and projects.  

The  conditions  of  net  oil  importing  countries  and the  negative  impacts  of  high  oil  prices  have 
raised  awareness  among  governments,  institutions  and society  in  general  of  the  importance  of  EE. 
However, the supply of electricity and other highly sensitivity issues (especially those related to reviews 
and price adjustments, tariffs and subsidies, and social opposition to new hydroelectric and easements for 
expansion  of  transmission  and  distribution  systems) continue  to  dominate  the  energy  agenda  of  these 
countries,  resulting  in  the  postponing  of  decisions related  to  the  creation  and/or  strengthening  of 
institutions devoted to EE. 

The regulatory and institutional contexts of energy services in the region have many similarities, 
and it is possible to identify two main models: one with high government involvement in the provision of 
energy  services,  and  the  other  fully  or  partially  liberalized,  with  predominant  involvement  of  private 
entities engaged in providing energy services. In this context, there are two countries that have adopted a 
legal framework to promote EE, each representing one of these two models: Costa Rica, which passed its 
EE  law  nearly  two  decades  ago  and  is  now  discussing changes  to  update  this  legal  framework,  and 
Panama,  which  recently  passed  a  law  on  this  matter  and  is  working  on  the  rules  and  regulations  that 
comprise  the  legal  framework  for  EE.  Both  countries can  be  considered  as  leaders  in  EE  in  the  sub-
region, although both are tackling a broad agenda and have much work left to do. 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
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