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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Energy Effimency (EE) actriihes began in the Cenfral American counines dunng the sevenfies as a result of
the first ol shocks. However, vanous factors, mcluding sociceconomic and politeal problems dunmng the
eighties and low cmde o1l prices, resulted in FE activities being siven lesser importance. Mevertheless, the
need for energy efficiency and conservation became a prionity once agam af the begpinming of this
mullermium and especially after 2003 when infernational crude o1l pnces began to nise, showing no sign of
refuming to previcus levels,

Chring the penod from 2003-2007, the Central American countries put in place an Energy
Emergency Plan that was prepared for the Cenfral Amenican Integration System (SICA) with the support
of the Economic Commission for Lafin Amenca and the Canbbean (ECLAC), implementing this plan
with the cooperation of infemational agencies, donors and mulhlateral banks. The Plan pnontzed EE
mmhatives and promoted increased use of Renewable Energy Sources (RES).

The discussion of strafemies to address the o1l crisis resulted 1n the countries developing a regional
energy agenda With the support of ECLAC, the institution responsible for the base studies, the Central
American Sustamable Energy Strategy 20 (Energy Strategy 2020) was approved 1o Movember 2007,
The strafegy 15 fornsed on promoting sustainable development of the regional energy sector. The Energy
Strategy 2020 contains four goals Imked to EE (epergy efficiency in lighting, refrigerators and mdustnal
electnic motors; reduction of electncify kosses In transmission and distribution; redoction of consumption of ol
derrvatives m public and povate transport sectors; and promoton of sustamable, efficient and clean firewood
stoves I nural areas).

Six years after approval of the Energy Strategy 2020, the status of Energy Efficency (EE)
programs and mitatives in Central Amernican counfries vanes greatly. The process of restruchmng and
transformation of the energy sectors, which commenced m the ninefies, has vislded varymg results. In
some counines, the creation or strengtheming of a gpovernment mshivhon (pumishy or depariment)
mmﬁkhmgwhthgﬂmmh&mhhmﬂmﬂmﬂmhﬂ&w}m This
has been a positive factor for the orgamzation and promotion of EE mitiatives and projects.

The conditions of pet ol mporfing counfries and the negative mpacts of high oil prices have
However, the supply of elecineity and other highly sensitivity 155ues (especially those related to reviews
anim{:eadjnsnmuis,nn.ﬂianisuhﬂﬂlﬁ amimaluppus;hmtumwhydm&l@c and easements for
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