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This document was prepared in response to the interest in having guidelines for a regional vision of the bioeconomy, 
expressed by the participants in the workshop on “Cooperation and knowledge exchange on public policies for 
bioeconomy”, held at the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
in Santiago, on 26 and 27 June 2018, with financial support from Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). The document is based on inputs from that workshop, as well as a concept note prepared for 
the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2018, which in turn was based on the outcomes of the Regional seminar on 
bioeconomy in Latin America and the Caribbean 2018, held at ECLAC on 24 and 25 January 2018, organized by ECLAC 
in the framework of the programme of work between ECLAC and the Government of France, with support from GIZ 
and the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO). 

This document was first published in Spanish. The publication of this English version was made possible by financial 
support provided under the cooperation programme 2018–2020 between ECLAC and the Government of Germany. 

The views expressed in this document, which is an unofficial translation of an original which did not undergo formal 
editorial review, are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Organization. 
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Summary 

The document serves as a frame of reference to guide the development of national strategies for 
bioeconomy development. We propose a strategic framework based on four pillars: a) the 2030 Agenda; 
b) the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and individual country commitments expressed in their 
nationally determined contributions; c) social inclusion and territorial development; and d) innovation 
and productive diversification for decarbonization. The document identifies key structural factors for 
the development of bioeconomy strategies, with the common goal of moving towards sustainability. 
The document also identifies limitations, needs, opportunities and precautions to consider in the 
development of such strategies. Adequate knowledge of available biological resources, related 
scientific and technological capabilities and market potential and consumer acceptance of new
bioeconomy products are required to tap the full potential offered by the bioeconomy.  Still, the 
development of an inclusive, sustainable and competitive bioeconomy can be hindered by several 
factors, including the lack of adequate regulatory frameworks, contradictory regulatory frameworks, 
insufficient coordination of existing technical and technological capabilities, market entry restrictions 
for bioeconomy-related small businesses, and lack of funds to enhance the creation of innovative 
business enterprises. Finally, we highlight the importance of international and intra-regional 
cooperation for the development of the bioeconomy, in particular, the facilitating and supportive role 
that regional technical and financial cooperation agencies can play. 
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