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Upcoming Events

International Symposium on Education Policies
UNESCO Headquarters, Paris.
18 January 201618

Canada in the Post-2015 World
Ontario, Canada. 
25 January 2016

25

International Day of Commemoration in Memory of 
the Victims of the Holocaust27

Fifty-third Meeting of the Presiding Officers of the 
Regional Conference on Women in Latin America 
and the Caribbean
26-28 January 2016

26-28

Posted Nov 27

Find out more about COP21 and the impacts of climate change 
in the Caribbean: http://vrb.al/carib-sdg

Posted Nov 30

Persons aged 60+ in the Caribbean subregion will increase 
from 1.1 million to 2 million. More on ageing in the Caribbean 
here: http://vrb.al/ageing-advisory

Posted Dec 14

NOW AVAILABLE: The latest issues of #FOCUSmagazine.
Here for more: http://vrb.al/f2015-4

https://www.facebook.com/eclaccaribbean/photos/a.249638261850904.1073741829.248346028646794/573601732787887/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/eclaccaribbean/photos/a.249638261850904.1073741829.248346028646794/576621209152606/?type=3&theater
http://vrb.al/f2015-4
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AGEING 
IN THE CARIBBEAN

Population ageing has long been recognised as 
a demographic trend which will shape Caribbean 
societies in the 21st century. Until now, the Caribbean 
population has aged relatively slowly and for many 
countries ageing has been seen as something on 
the horizon but not an immediate concern. This is no 
longer the case given the imminence of the challenges 
associated with population ageing that the entire sub-
region will face in the coming years. These challenges 
were part of the issues addressed at the 3rd Caribbean 
Conference on Ageing, Elder Abuse and the Rights 
of Older  Persons, that was recently co-organized by 
ECLAC Caribbean. This article takes a brief look at 
the issues discussed during this major event.

Photo ‘Blessing the Parade’ 
courtesy Doug / CC BY.
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http://www.cepal.org/es/node/33540
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Ageing in the Caribbean
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 he Caribbean will experience the most 
rapid period of population ageing between 
now and 2035. Although the population will 
continue to age beyond this period, the pace 
of demographic change will gradually slow. 
Essentially, the Caribbean population will 
look very different in the next two decades 
from what it is today. 

This demographic transition has 
implications for many facets of life and 
the 3rd Caribbean Cconference on 
Ageing, Elder Abuse and the Rights 
of Older Persons was convened 
in Dominica on 30 November – 1 
December, organized by ECLAC 
Caribbean in collaboration with the 
Dominica Council on Ageing; the 
Ministry of Social Services, Family 
and Gender Affairs of Dominica, and 
the Association for the Promotion 
and Integration of Older Persons 
of Martinique (AMDOR). Attention 
was drawn to a range of issues that 
will attend the ageing of Caribbean 
peoples: health and disability, 
economic and social welfare, isolation 
and loneliness. 

ECLAC Caribbean Director, Diane 
Quarless, led the ECLAC team at 
the meeting, along with Population 
Affairs Officer Francis Jones, who 

spoke on issues affecting the elderly 
population in the Caribbean. The event 

was attended by government officials 
and persons responsible for crafting 

policy for the elderly, as well as non-
governmental organizations and civil society 

representatives, all of whom are set to benefit 
from the recommendations for action that 

emerged during the discussions. The basis for 
these discussions was ECLAC Caribbean’s latest 

report, entitled ‘Ageing in the Caribbean and the 
human rights of older persons’. The report puts the 

spotlight on the issue of ageing and its implications 
for Caribbean populations, including  the human 

rights of older persons, and considers the implications 
for public policy in this regard.

T
Ageing in the Caribbean
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Over the next 20 years, the 
Caribbean will see a rapid and 
dramatic ageing of its population. 
During this period, the number 
of older persons will double: 
persons aged 60 and over will 
increase from 1.1 million (13 per 
cent of the population) in 2015 to 
two million (22 per cent) in 2035. 
Those aged 70 and over will 
increase from half a million (6 per 
cent) to one million (11 per cent). 

The ageing of the population 
will change the demographic 
structure of many Caribbean 
countries, resulting in a 
progressive increase in the 
old age dependency ratio (the 
number of persons aged 65 and 
over per hundred people aged 
15 to 64 years). This implies a 
greater burden on the future 
working populations to support 
the aged. Since older persons 
are at a higher risk of chronic 
non-communicable disease, 
the demand for healthcare is 
also expected to rise with an 
ageing population. Meanwhile, 
at present, Caribbean pension 
systems, health and social care 
services, are currently unable to 

meet the needs of the present 
generation of older persons. With 
a rapid increase in the number 
of older persons on the horizon, 
there is an urgent need for 
governments to strengthen social 
protection against a wide range 
of risks associated with ageing, 
including loss of income, ill health, 
disability, loss of independence 
and isolation. 

As societies plan to care for an 
ageing population, there will also 
be opportunities to redefine the 
role of older people in society. 
Communities must embrace the 
contribution that older people 
can make to economic, social 
and family life by expanding 
the opportunities available for 
older persons to participate 
in all sectors of the society, 

without discrimination. Adequate 
safeguards should also be 
provided to prevent the financial 
abuse of older persons and to 
address it when it occurs. 

A critical aspect of the society’s 
response to population ageing 
must be the promotion of healthy 
living from an early age. In addition 
to ensuring a better quality of life 
for the elderly, healthy ageing 
has the potential to significantly 
reduce future health expenditure 
while improving the productivity of 
the workforce. ECLAC Caribbean 
is currently advocating the 
creation of an inter-agency group 
including regional organizations, 
academia and the United Nations 
system to advance a subregional 
strategy on health ageing. 
This inter-agency group would 
together implement a series of 
initiatives to raise awareness on 
population ageing among policy 
makers and to provide support 
for programmes to address the 
economic, health and social 
welfare challenges that will attend 
the ageing of the Caribbean 
population.

A critical aspect of 
the society’s response 
to population ageing 
must be the promotion 
of healthy living from 

an early age.
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预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_832


