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PREFACE 
 
The 2016 International Trade Statistics Yearbook (2016 ITSY) is the sixty-fifth edition of this 
yearbook. Its objective is to inform about the detailed merchandise and services imports and 
exports of individual countries (areas) by commodity and service category and by partner 
country (volume I), the world trade in individual products (3-digit SITC groups and 11 main 
EBOPS categories) (volume II) and total world merchandise trade - up to the year 2016. The two 
volumes are prepared at different points in time during 2017: Volume I - Trade by Country is 
made electronically available in June, and Volume II - Trade by Product, in December, as the 
preparation of the tables in Volume II requires additional country data which, normally, become 
available later in the year.  
 
Beginning with the 2013 edition, trade in services data was introduced to the International Trade 
Statistics Yearbook: Volume I - Trade by Country and Volume II – Trade by Product. Therefore, 
the content and format of the yearbook were redesigned to take into account new additions of 
graphs/tables and analytical text. The data used in the tables and graphs in both volumes of the 
yearbook are taken at a specific time (June/November 2017) from the publicly available UN 
Comtrade (http://comtrade.un.org).  Users are advised to visit the database for additional and 
more current information as it is continuously updated.  
 
The International Trade Statistics Yearbook is prepared by the Trade Statistics Branch of the 
Statistics Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations 
Secretariat. Under the general supervision of the Chief of Branch, Ronald Jansen, the programme 
manager is Markie Muryawan and the chief editor is Melissa Paca, assisted by Marjorie 
Imperial-Damaso. Bekuretsion Amdemariam has the leading role in the processing of the data 
for UN Comtrade and Htu Aung for UN Service Trade. Habibur Rahman Khan, Kenneth 
Iversen, Nancy Snyder, Karoly Kovacs, Salomon Cameo and Markie Muryawan provided 
valuable contribution to the inclusion of trade in services data and the improvement of 
production processes. However, all staff of the branch are involved in the generation of the data 
and the review/validation of the yearbook. Markie Muryawan, Salomon Cameo and Luis 
Gonzalez Morales developed the original software which is maintained by Melissa Paca and 
Daniel Buenavad.  
 
Comments and feedback on the yearbook are welcome. They may be sent to comtrade@un.org / 
tradeserv@un.org  or to United Nations Statistics Division, Trade Statistics Branch, New York, 
New York 10017, USA. 
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