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NOTE 
 
Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters 

combined with figures 

General disclaimer 

 
 The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on 
the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
 
 Where the designation “country or area” appears in this publication, it 
covers countries, territories, cities or areas. In previous issues of this 
publication, where the designation “country” appears in the headings of 
tables, it should be interpreted to cover countries, territories, cities or areas 
 
 In some tables, the designation “developed” or “developing” 
economies is intended for statistical convenience and does not necessarily 
express a judgement about the stage reached by a particular country or area 
in the development process. 

NOTE 
 
Les codes des documents de l’Organisation des Nations Unies se 

composent de lettres majuscules et de chiffres 

Déni de responsabilité  

 
 Les appellations employées dans cette publication et la présentation 
des données qui y figurent n’impliquent, de la part du Secrétariat de 
l’Organisation des Nations Unies, aucune prise de position quant au statut 
juridique des pays, territoire, villes ou zones, ou de leurs autorités, ni quant 
au tracé de leurs frontières ou limites. 

L’appellation “pays ou zone “, figurant dans cette publication, désigne des 
pays, des territoires, des villes ou des zones. L’appellation “ pays“, figurant 
dans certaines rubriques des tableaux de numéros antérieurs de cette 
publication, doit être interprétée comme désignant des pays, des territoires, 
des villes ou des zones. 

L’appellation économie “développée“ ou économie “en voie de 
développement“ qui figure dans certains tableaux est utilisée pour plus de 
commodité dans la présentation des statistiques et n’implique pas 
nécessairement un jugement quant au stade de développement auquel est 
parvenu un pays ou une zone donnée. 
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 The Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) of the 
United Nations Secretariat is a vital interface between the global policies 
in the economic, social and environmental spheres and national action. 
The Department work in three main interlinked areas: (i) it compiles, 
generates and analyses a wide range of economic, social and 
environmental data and information on which United Nations Member 
States draw to review common problems and take stock of policy 
options; (ii) it facilitates the courses of action to address ongoing or 
emerging global challenges; and (iii) it advises interested Governments 
on the ways and means of translating policy frameworks developed in 
United Nations conferences and summits into programmes at the country 
level and, through technical assistance, helps build national capacities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Le Département des affaires économiques et sociales du 
Secrétariat de l’Organisation des Nations Unies sert de relais entre les 
orientations arrêtées au niveau international dans les domaines 
économiques, sociaux et environnementaux et les politiques exécutées à 
l’échelon national. Il intervient dans trois grands domaines liés les uns 
aux autres : i) il compile, produit et analyse une vaste gamme de données 
et d’éléments d’informations sur des questions économiques, sociales et 
environnementales dont les Etats Membres de l’Organisation se servent 
pour examiner des problèmes communs et évaluer les options qui 
s’offrent à eux; ii) il facilite les négociations entre les Etats Membres 
dans de nombreux organes intergouvernementaux sur les orientations à 
suivre de façon collective afin de faire face aux problèmes mondiaux 
existants ou en voie d’apparition; et iii) il conseille les gouvernements 
intéressés sur la façon de transposer les orientations politiques arrêtées à 
l’occasion des conférences et sommets des Nations Unies en 
programmes exécutables au niveau national et aide à renforcer les 
capacités nationales au moyen de programmes d’assistance techniques. 
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ABBREVIATIONS AND COUNTRY NOMENCLATURE 
 
 
Names of some countries (or areas) or groups of countries (or areas) and of some commodities or 
groups of commodities have been abbreviated.  Exact titles and the composition of groups of  
countries or commodities will be found in various editions of the following publications referred 
to in the Introduction (see para 2 and 4): 
 
    (i) Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use 
 
   (ii) Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) 
 
  (iii) Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) 
 
1. Data relating to the People's Republic of China generally include those for Taiwan 
Province in the field of statistics relating to population, area, natural resources, natural conditions 
such as climate, etc.  In other fields of statistics, they do not include Taiwan Province unless 
otherwise stated.  Therefore, in this publication the data published under the heading China 
exclude those for Taiwan Province.  Figures representing the trade with Taiwan Province, which 
may have been reported by any reporting country or area, are included in the grouping Asia.  
Pursuant to a Joint Declaration signed on 19 December 1984, the United Kingdom restored Hong 
Kong to the People's Republic of China with effect from 1 July 1997; the People's Republic of 
China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over the territory with effect from that date.  For 
statistical purposes, the data for China do not include those for Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region. Pursuant to a Joint Declaration signed on 13 April 1987, Portugal 
restored Macao to the People's Republic of China with effect from 20 December 1999; the 
People's Republic of China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over the territory with effect 
from that date.  For statistical purposes, the data for China do not include those for Macao 
Special Administrative Region. 
 
2. On 22 May 1990 Democratic Yemen and Yemen merged to form a single State.  Since 
that date they have been represented as one Member with the name "Yemen".  All data shown in 
this publication relating to the period prior to 1990 refer to the former Democratic Yemen and 
the former Yemen. 
 
3. Through accession of the German Democratic Republic to the Federal Republic of 
Germany with effect from 3 October 1990, the two German States have united to form one 
sovereign State.  As from the date of unification, the Federal Republic of Germany acts in the 
United Nations under the designation of "Germany".  All data shown which pertain to Germany 
prior to 3 October 1990 are indicated separately for the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
former German Democratic Republic based on their respective territories at the time indicated.  
Where data for united Germany (subsequent to 3 October 1990) are not available, they are shown 
separately and pertain to the territorial boundaries prior to 3 October 1990. 
 
4. In 1991, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics formally dissolved into fifteen 
independent countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
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Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan).  From 1992 onwards data are shown for the individual 
countries.  Prior to 1992 data are shown for the former USSR. 
 
5. Data for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, where available, are shown separately under 
the appropriate country name.  For periods prior to 1 January 1993, where no separate data are 
available for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, unless otherwise indicated, data for the former 
Czechoslovakia are shown under the country name "former Czechoslovakia". 
 
6. Beginning 1 January 1997, the overseas departments of France were included in the 
statistical territory of France for the purposes of international trade statistics.  Values on this 
basis have been provided by France for 1996 also, and values are published on that basis in this 
publication. 
 
7. Beginning 1 January 1999, Belgium and Luxembourg provide their international trade 
statistics separately. For periods prior to 1 January 1999, unless otherwise indicated, data are 
shown for the Economic Union of Belgium and Luxembourg under the name “Belgium-
Luxembourg”. 
 
8. Beginning 1 January 2000, Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland 
provide their international trade statistics separately. For periods prior to 1 January 2000, unless 
otherwise indicated, data are shown for the Southern African Customs Union. 
 
9. On 4 February 2003, the official name of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has been 
changed to Serbia and Montenegro. Data provided for Yugoslavia prior to 1 January 1992 refer 
to the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia which was composed of six republics. Data 
referring to the years 1992 and later are attributed to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia 
and Montenegro, Slovenia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 
 
10. On 3 June 2006, Serbia and Montenegro formally dissolved into 2 independent countries: 
Montenegro and Serbia.  
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