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ABBREVIATIONS AND COUNTRY NOMENCLATURE 
 
 
Names of some countries (or areas) or groups of countries (or areas) and of some commodities or 
groups of commodities have been abbreviated.  Exact titles and the composition of groups of  
countries or commodities will be found in various editions of the following publications referred 
to in the Introduction (see para 3(a), 3(b) and 3(c)): 
 
    (i) Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use 
 
   (ii) Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) 
 
  (iii) Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) 
 
  (iv) Classification of Commodities by Industrial Origin 
 
   (v) International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities (ISIC) 
 
1. Data relating to the People's Republic of China generally include those for Taiwan 
Province in the field of statistics relating to population, area, natural resources, natural conditions 
such as climate, etc.  In other fields of statistics, they do not include Taiwan Province unless 
otherwise stated.  Therefore, in this publication the data published under the heading China 
exclude those for Taiwan Province.  Figures representing the trade with Taiwan Province, which 
may have been reported by any reporting country or area, are included in the grouping Asia.  
Pursuant to a Joint Declaration signed on 19 December 1984, the United Kingdom restored Hong 
Kong to the People's Republic of China with effect from 1 July 1997; the People's Republic of 
China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over the territory with effect from that date.  For 
statistical purposes, the data for China do not include those for Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region. Pursuant to a Joint Declaration signed on 13 April 1987, Portugal 
restored Macao to the People's Republic of China with effect from 20 December 1999; the 
People's Republic of China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over the territory with effect 
from that date.  For statistical purposes, the data for China do not include those for Macao 
Special Administrative Region. 
 
2. On 22 May 1990 Democratic Yemen and Yemen merged to form a single State.  Since 
that date they have been represented as one Member with the name "Yemen".  All data shown in 
this publication relating to the period prior to 1990 refer to the former Democratic Yemen and 
the former Yemen. 
 
3. Through accession of the German Democratic Republic to the Federal Republic of 
Germany with effect from 3 October 1990, the two German States have united to form one 
sovereign State.  As from the date of unification, the Federal Republic of Germany acts in the 
United Nations under the designation of "Germany".  All data shown which pertain to Germany 
prior to 3 October 1990 are indicated separately for the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
former German Democratic Republic based on their respective territories at the time indicated.  
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Where data for united Germany (subsequent to 3 October 1990) are not available, they are shown 
separately and pertain to the territorial boundaries prior to 3 October 1990. 
 
4. In 1991, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics formally dissolved into fifteen 
independent countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan).  From 1992 onwards data are shown for the individual 
countries.  Prior to 1992 data are shown for the former USSR. 
 
5. On 4 February 2003, the official name of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has been 
changed to Serbia and Montenegro. Data provided for Yugoslavia prior to 1 January 1992 refer 
to the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia which was composed of six republics; data 
referring to the years 1992 and later are attributed to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia 
and Montenegro, Slovenia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 
 
6. Data for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, where available, are shown separately under 
the appropriate country name.  For periods prior to 1 January 1993, where no separate data are 
available for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, unless otherwise indicated, data for the former 
Czechoslovakia are shown under the country name "former Czechoslovakia". 
 
7. Beginning 1 January 1997, the overseas departments of France were included in the 
statistical territory of France for the purposes of international trade statistics.  Values on this 
basis have been provided by France for 1996 also, and values are published on that basis in this 
publication. 
 
8. Beginning 1 January 1999, Belgium and Luxembourg provide their international trade 
statistics separately. For periods prior to 1 January 1999, unless otherwise indicated, data are 
shown for the Economic Union of Belgium and Luxembourg under the name “Belgium-
Luxembourg”. 
 
9. Beginning 1 January 2000, Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland 
provide their international trade statistics separately. For periods prior to 1 January 2000, unless 
otherwise indicated, data are shown for the Southern African Customs Union. 
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