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This publication arose out of a request by the Director-General of FAO to compile a broad range
of statistics pertaining to world food and agriculture showing, wherever appropriate, the
differences between the developed and developing countries, the continents and the regions.
Initially the related tables were compiled and regularly updated for the personal use of the
Director-General. However, as the information presented has aroused general interest, it has
been decided to publish the tables in the form of a document. It is hoped that managers and
policy makers dealing in international issues relating to food and agriculture will find the
document useful.

The tables are organized in sets corresponding to 10 sections entitled as follows:

Agriculture Macro-Economic Indicators

Population and Labour Force

Land Use and Agricultural Inputs

Water Resources and Irrigation

Agricultural Production and Trade

Forestry Production and Trade

Fishery Production and Trade

Food Nutrition and Food Security

Projections

Selected Food and Agricultural Indicators by country
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However, section 10 relating to food and agricultural indicators consists of only one table
presenting information at the country level. The tables in section 1 to 8 and 10 are generally
based on the statistics being compiled and disseminated by FAO as well as other international
organizations such as the WFP, the UN and its regional bodies, the IMF, the World Bank and its
affiliated regional banks, the OECD and the WRI. The tables in section 9 are based on the
demographic projections prepared by the UN, ILO, and FAO and the food and agriculture sector
projections prepared in connection with the FAO study Agriculture: Towards 2015/2030.

The set of tables contained in each section and the related data sources are listed prior to their
presentation. With the exception of data from special studies, the sources quoted for the tables
based on FAO data are generally FAOSTAT or FAO AQUASTAT. It should however be noted
that both of the latter data bases include information obtained through either collaboration or
data exchange with other international organizations. For example the demographic estimates
and projections are based on inter-agency collaborative work involving the UN Population
Division, the ILO and FAO. The data on food aid are obtained from WFP and the data on water
resources emanate from the Water Resources Institute (WRI).

The data presented in sections 1 to 8 generally refer to the most recent period for which data are
available and, wherever pertinent, for selected historical periods also in order to give an idea of
the past changes. Growth rates also are given wherever relevant. In the case of the projections
in section 9, the time horizon varies depending on the underlying studies. As regards the last
table on selected food and agriculture indicators (section 10), which is by country, the figures
refer to the most recent period for which data are available.

Following the ten sets of tables are five annexes providing explanatory information. Thus Annex |
explains the symbols and the acronyms used in the tables; Annex Il includes the list of sources
used for the compilation of this document; Annex Il gives the country composition of regional
aggregates shown in the tables; Annex IV refers to the concepts and definitions relating to the
data presented and finally Annex V provides technical notes on certain measures and indicators.

The document has been prepared by the Socio-Economic Statistics and Analysis Service of the
FAO Statistics Division, Economic and Social Department. The preparation of the various tables
has been facilitated by access to the statistics maintained in the FAO databases not only by the
Statistics Division but also other units in FAO in particular the Fishery Information, Data and
Statistics Unit, Fisheries Department; the Water Resources, Development and Management
Service of the Land and Water Development Division, Agriculture Department; and the Forestry
Planning and Statistics Branch, Forestry Policy and Planning Division, Forestry Department.
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1.1 Gross National Income (GNI), Gross National Product (GDP) and Agriculture Value Added

Agriculture Value

GDP GNI per caput Atlas method
World/Region Added
(USS$ billion) (USS$ billion) (current US$)
1980 1990 2001 1980 1990 2001 1980 1990 2001
WORLD 10960 21815 31121 887 1171 1214 2 606 4001 5120
Developed countries 8365 18 255 24720 310 618 466 9754 14726 19 047
Industrialized countries 8135 17134 23861 288 438 405 10921 20292 26782
Transition economies 231 1122 859 22 180 62 1962 2827 1907
Developing countries 2279 3537 6562 374 543 976 704 856 1353
Latin America and the
Caribbean 762 1154 1996 73 91 126 2109 2314 3633
Near East and North Africa 607 723 912 59 101 99 2 469 2275 2289
Sub-Saharan Africa 186 183 202 48 52 54 508 374 298
East and Southeast Asia 487 1065 2831 112 186 558 368 650 1517
South Asia 229 399 605 81 111 138 264 378 451
Oceania developing 7 11 13 1 2 1 1426 1880 1685
North America developing 1 2 3 8 536 ... 46808
Continental groupings
Africa 395 468 552 65 80 88 788 721 669
Asia 2289 5200 8415 280 469 833 965 1766 2389
Latin America 713 1073 1840 68 86 119 2154 2334 3652
Caribbean 49 81 156 4 5 7 1572 2068 3392
North America 3038 6327 10763 85 125 166 12839 23077 33070
Oceania 196 365 432 14 15 16 8928 13502 14535
Europe 3964 8279 9125 168 380 213 8363 10766 12888

Note: Figures for World have been taken directly from World Bank tables and may not tally with totals of Developed
and Developing countries/Regions where more than one data source has been used.
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