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FOREWORD

.The Statistical Development Series is a sequence of
comprehensive technical manuals on various aspects of the
statistical programmes which make up a national information
system for food and agriculture.  The volumes Food and
Agricultural Statistics dim the contezt of a Hational
Information System. Prograsme for the 1990 World Census of
Agriculture and its Sapplement for Europe, and Microcomputer--
based Data Processing have already been published. An-
additional volume, Goidelines on Soclo-Ecomomic Indicatoers for
Honitoring and Evaluating Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
is in preparation. In the Statistical Development Series
emphasis is placed on the need to conceptualize data sources
within the framework of a national information system which
requires standardized concepts and minimizes duplication of
efforc.

The puoblication, Sampling Methods for Agricultural
Surveys, is intended to assist statisticians in their work on
designing agricultural sawple surveys. The manuscript was
prepared for FAO by Professor Leslie Kish, Institute for Social -
Research, the University of Michigan.

Helmut Schumacher
Director, Statistics Division
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