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FAD has been promaoting decennial programmes of the World Census of Agriculture (WCA)
since 1950, and the 1970 Programme was the third in that series. The countries that
participated in the 1870 WCA, in general communicated to FAQO their national census reoorts,
prepared in diverse forms and languages. As socn az these naticral reports were reviewed
they were processed in standard form, using the terminology and nresentation suggested in
the Programme for the 1870 WCA. The processed results, for a few couniries at a time, were
published regularly in Census Bulletins. Information dealing with the concepts, definitions
and methodology of census taking, as applied by countries in the 1970 WCA, was issued
separately in a publication entitled "Repcrt on the 1970 World Census of Agriculture”.

This publication provides, in an internationally comparable form, a summary of data
describing the main characteristics of agricultural structures, such as number and area of
agricultural holdings, land tenure, agricultural holders and land use. It contains data
from B3 countries: 78 countries which issued complate and final census reports ang 11
countries which issued only preliminary or partial reports. Irn addition, it contains

omparable data, when available, for those countries which participated in the 1350 and

180 WCA 1n order to provide a broader picture of the changes in agricultural structures
wiich have ococurred during the period 1950-1870. To facilitate further studies, particular-
ly of the group of holdings with small areas, the data ars tabulated., whenever possible, by
eppropriate size clagses of ereas of agricultural holdings.

There are numercus limitations which affect the “mmpaxdblli'/ of data amorgst countries
and thisz should be kept in mind when studying the sumnary resulis

pres2nted in this publicetiun. Some of the more serious limi
tima referen

of naticnal censuses

stions are the following:

, definiticn of agriculiural holding, scops and coverage. These arve discussead
tu the extent feasibla in the publication. Attempits were made wherever practicable to take
care of apparent deata errors., However, rc claim is made here as to the reliability of
reported data. Subject to these limitations, the comprehensive tabulations presented here
may serve as a useful background for the study and development of related indicators of
agrarvian reform and rural development and may alsc be uzeful for planning and/or impreoving

future national agricultural censuses.

T

The draft of this publication was prepared by an FAO Consultant, Mr. Dobrosav Tad
Director of Ezenomic Statistics, Federal Stetistical 0ffice, Belgrade, _naWovia, whe
worked closely with the staff of the Statistical Davelopment Service of the Statistics

Division,
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