
ISSN 2311-2840





FAO STATISTICAL YEARBOOK
2014

Near East and North Africa
Food and Agriculture

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Regional Office for the Near East and North Africa

Cairo, 2014



The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information 
product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the legal 
or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific 
companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these have been patented, 
does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by FAO in preference 
to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned.

The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of FAO.

ISBN 978-92-5-108147-1 (print)
E-ISBN 978-92-5-108148-8 (PDF)

© FAO, 2014

FAO encourages the use, reproduction and dissemination of material in this information 
product. Except where otherwise indicated, material may be copied, downloaded and 
printed for private study, research and teaching purposes, or for use in non-commercial 
products or services, provided that appropriate acknowledgement of FAO as the source 
and copyright holder is given and that FAO’s endorsement of users’ views, products or 
services is not implied in any way.

All requests for translation and adaptation rights, and for resale and other commercial 
use rights should be made via www.fao.org/contact-us/licence-request or addressed to 
copyright@fao.org.

FAO information products are available on the FAO website (www.fao.org/publications) 
and can be purchased through publications-sales@fao.org.



Foreword
The Near East and North Africa region includes 19 countries that share a common cultural
heritage but are very distinct from one another in their levels of development, their resource
endowments and their potential for food and agricultural production. There are extremes
of wealth and poverty among these countries. However, they are all addressing a common
set of problems and challenges that could threaten their development prospects.
One of the primary challenges facing the region is overcoming hunger, food insecurity and
malnutrition. Currently, there are 43.7 million undernourished people in the Near East and
North Africa. Most of these people live in rural areas and rely on agriculture for their liveli-
hoods. A wide range of interconnected issues challenge the region, including dwindling
water and land resources, the gap between food needs and food production, increasing dif-
ficulties in balancing employment and income generation as populations expand, declining
investment in the rural sector, increasing threats from environmental strain, natural and
human-induced disasters, as well as the impacts of climate change.
Meeting these challenges with evidence-based policymaking will require timely statistical
information from a wide range of fields. As a contribution to this effort, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations has prepared this Regional Yearbook for the Near
East and North Africa. The Yearbook presents a visual synthesis of the major trends and fac-
tors shaping the regional food and agricultural landscape and their interplay with broader
environmental, social and economic dimensions. In doing so, it serves as a reference doc-
ument on regional food and agriculture for policymakers, donor agencies, researchers and
analysts, and the general public.
Reliable data and information are fundamental prerequisites for rigorous analysis and hence
sound strategy for development and equitable distribution of income to the various sectors
of the economy according to national priorities. For this reason it is crucial that statistics
and information be collected, compiled, analyzed and disseminated using the best method-
ologies, concepts and classifications at national, subnational, regional and global levels.
FAO’s preparation of regional and global Yearbooks is part of a much broader effort by the
organization and its national and international partners to improve the quality of statisti-
cal data related to food insecurity, agriculture and the sustainable management of natural
resources. At the 31st session of the FAO Regional Conference for the Near East in 2012,
the organization unveiled its plans for the development of a regional strategy to improve
agricultural statistics. The regional strategy – which is being developed by regional stake-
holders and countries – is an integral part of the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and
Rural Statistics, a long-term project promoted by FAO and international partners. The Global
Strategy is built on three major pillars: producing a minimum set of core data and determin-
ing national priorities, integrating agricultural statistics into national statistical systems,
and fostering the sustainability of agricultural statistics through governance and statistical
capacity development.
This 2014 edition of the Near East and North Africa Statistical Yearbook of food and agri-
culture contains a breadth of data and topics related to food security and agriculture. FAO
remains committed to working with partners and Member States in the Near East and North
Africa to improve agricultural and rural statistics and facilitate the process of transforming
this information into policies that will strengthen food security in the region and ensure
more sustainable food production.
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